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FREE-HOLDER. 

N^ I . Friday^ December 23.1715. 

Rara teniporiim f elicit as ^ ubi /entire quae ve/isy et quae 
fentias dicer e licet* Tacit. 

TH E arguments of an author lofe a great deal 
of their weight when we are perfuaded that he 
only writes for argument's fake, and has no 
real concern in the caufe which he efpoufes, This is 
the cafe of one who draws his pen in the defence of 
property without having any ; except, perhaps, in the 
copy^of a libel, or a ballad. One is apt to fufpe£l, that 
the paflion for liberty, which appears in a Grub-ftreet ' 
patriot, arifes only from his apprehenfions of a goal ; 
and that whatever he may pretend, he does not write 
to fecure, but to get fometlang of his own. Should the 
government be overturned, he has nothing to lofe but 
an old ftandifh, 

I queftion not but thie reader will conceive a refpe<ft 
for the author of this paper, from the title of it ; fince, 
he may be fiire, I am fo eonfiderable a man, that i can- 
not have lefs than forty (hillings a year, 

I have rather chofen: this, title th§a,any other, becaufe 
it is what I moft glor5n in, aii^ whatmoft e^cdhxally calU 

to 
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to my mind the happinefft of that government uiutjer which 
I live. As a Britifh free-header, I (hquid not fcrupie 
taking place of a Frtnch marquis ; and when i fee one 
of my countrymen -amaiing himfclf in his little cabbage- 
garden, I naturally look upon him as a greater perion 
than the owner of thexicheid vineyard in Champagne. 

The houfe of commons is the reprefcntative of men" 
in- my condition. I conCder mylclf as one who gives 
my confent to every law which pafles : A free-holder 
in our government being of the nature of a citizen of 
Rome in that famous commonwealth ; who, by the e- 
leclion of a^tribune, had a kind of remote voice in every 
law that was Aadlcd. So that a free-holder is but one 
remove from a lej^iflator, and for that reafon ought to 
(hnd up in the defence of thofe laws which are in fome 
ilegree of his own making. For fuch is the nature of 
our happy conftitution, that the bulk of the people vir- 
tually give their approbation to every thing they are 
bound to obey, and prefcribe to themfelves thofe rules 
by which they are to walk. 

At the fame time that I declare I am a free-holder, 
1 do not exclude my felf from any other title. A free- 
holder may be either a voter, or a knight of the (hire ; 
fi wit, or a fox-hunter ; a fcholar, or a foldier ; an al- 
derman, or a courtier ; a patriot, or a ftock-jobber. But 
I chufe to be diftinguiOied by this denomination, as the 
free-holder is the bails of all other titles. Dignirties 
may be grafted upon it ; but this is the fubftantial ftock 
that conveys to them their life, tafte and beauty ; and 
without which they are, no more than ■bloflbms, that 
' Vould fall away with every (hake of wind. 

And here I cannot but take occilion to congratulate 
my country upon the increafe of this happy tribe of men, 
fince by the wiiHom of the prcfent parliament, I find the 
race of free-holders ipreading into the remoteft corners 
of the ifland. I mean that aft which paifed in the late 
feflion for the encouragement of Joysdty in Scotland : 
By which it is provided, That all and every vaffal and 
vafah //i Scotland, *vjho JJjall continue peaceable ^ and in 
d'it't fill allegiance to his viajefty^ his heirs and fucceffors^ 
holding lands jtriemmfntx. ofjiny offendsr [guilty of high- 
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trcafon] wBo holds fuchhyjdi or tenements immediately 
of the eronuny Jhall be vejied andfeized, and are hereby 
enaHed and ordained to hold thefaid lands or tenements 
of Ins majejlyy his heirs and faccejfors^ in fee and'heri-* 
tdgefor every byfuch manner of holding, as any fuch of* 
fender heldfueh lands or tenements of the cronun, &c. 

By this means it is in the power of a Highlander to 
te at all times a good tenant, without being a febel ; 
and to defetve the chiradler of a fiiitiiflii fcrvant, with- 
ont thinking himfelf obliged to follow his mafter to the 
gallows. 

How can we fufficiently extol the goodnefs of hi« 
prefcnt majefty, who is not willing to have a (ingle 
llave in his dominions ! Or enough rejoice in the ex- 
crcife of that loyalty^ which, fnftead of betraying a man 
into the moft ignominious fervitude, (as it does in 
ibme of our neighbouring kingdoms) entitles him ta 
the higheft privileges of freedom and property ! It is 
now to be hoped, that we fliall have few vaflals, but to 
the laws of our country. 

When theft mc^ have a taftc of property, they will 

smturally love that conftidition from which diey derive 

fb great a blefTmg. There is aa unlpeakable pleafui^ 

in calling any thing one's own. A free-hold, though 

it be but in ice and fnow, will make the owner pleaftd 

in the polleflion, and ftout in the defence of it ; and is 

a very proper reward of our allegiance to our prefent 

king, who (by an ijnparallerd inftance of gOodnefs in 

a fbvereign, and infatuation in fiibjc^s) contends for 

the freedom of his people againft themfelves; and will 

jiot foffer many of them to fall into a ftate of flavery,, 

which they are bent upon with fo much eagernefs and 

obftinacy. 

A free-holder of Great Britain, is bred with an a- 
verfion to every thing that tends to bring him under « 
iubjej^on to the arbitrary will of another. Of this we 
find frequent inftances in all our hiftories 5 where the 
pfrfbns, whoft charadlers are the moft amiable, and 
ftrike us with the higheft veneration, are thofe who 
fbood up manfully againft the invafions of civil liberty, 
^nd die complicated tyranny which Popery impofes 

upon 
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upon our bodies, our fortunes, and onr minds. What 
fl defpicable figure then muft the prcfent mock-patriot« 
make in the eyes of poftcrity, who venture to be hang- 
ed, drawn, and quartered, for the ruin of thofe civile 
rights which their anceftors, rather than part with, chofe 
to be cut to pieces in the field of battle ? And what an 
opinion will after-ages entertain of their religion, who 
bid fair for a gibbet, by endeavouring to bring in a fu» 
perftition which thfeir fore-ftthers periftied in flames to 
keep out ? 

But how inftruftive foever the folly of thefe n?en may 
f rove to future times, it will be my bulinefs more im- 
mediately to confult die happinefs of the age in which 
I live. And fincefo many profligate writers haye en- 
deavoured to varnifti over a bad caufe, I fhall do all in 
ni} power to recommend a good one, which indeed re- 
quires no more than barely to explain what it is. "While 
many of my gallant countrymen are employed In pur- 
fuing rebels half difcomfited through the confcioufnefs 
of their guilt, I fliall labour to improve thofe vi<ftories 
to the good of my fellow-fubjeAs ; by carrying on our 
fucccffes over the minds of men, and by reconciling 
them to the caufe of their king^ their country^ and their 
•religion. 

To this end, 1 (hall in the coutfe of this paper (to 
be publiftied every Monday and Friday) endeavour to 
open the eyes of my countrymen to their own intereft, 
to fhew them the privileges of an Englijh free-holder^ 
which they enjoy in common with nflyfelf, and to make 
them fenfible how thefe bleffings are fecured to us by 
his majefty's title, his adminifiration, and his perfonai 
charaiftcr. 

I have only one requeft to make to my readers, that 
they will pernfe thefe papers with the fame candour and 
impartiality in which they are written ; and (hall hope 
for no other prcpoflcfGon in favour of them, than what 
one would think (hould be natural to every man, a dc- 
fire to be happy, and a good-will towards thofe who 
are the infiruments of ms^g them fo. 
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N^ 2^ * Monday December 26* 



l^9n de Domino^ fed de Parente loquimur, Jntelltgamui 
trgo bona nojira^ dignofque nos Ulim ufu prohemus $ 
at que i dent idem cogitemus ; Ji nmjiu principihus prae^ 
Jiemus ohfequiuntj qui fsrvitute civium^ quam qui li^ 
bertate laetantur^ Plin* 

HAVING in my firft paper fet forth the happi- 
nefs of my ftation as a free-holder of Great* 
Britain^ and the nature of that property which 
is feaired to me by the laws of my country, I cannot for* 
bear confidering, in the next place, thatperfon whois en- 
trufted with theguardianfliip and execution of thofe laws. 
I have lived in one reign, when the prince, inftcad of 
invigorating the laws of our country, or giving them 
.their proper courfe, afTumed a power of difpenfing wirii 
them ; and in another, when the Ibvereign was flattered 
by a fet of men into a pcrfiiafion, that the regal autho- 
rity was unlimited and unarcumfcribed. In either of 
thefe cafes, good laws are at beft but a dead letter ; aiicl 
by (hewing the people how happy they ought«.to fee, on- 
ly ferve to aggravate the fcnfe of their opprefficyas. 

We have ^e pleafure at this time to lee^a king upon 
the throne, who hath too much goodnefe, to wifli hr 
any power, that does not enable him to promote tlie 
welfare of his fubie^s ; and too much wifdom to look 
upon thofe a^ his friends, who would make their court 
to him by the profellion of an obedience, which they 
never praftifed, and which has always proved fatal to 
thofe princes, who have put it to the tryal. His ma- 
jefty gave a proof of his fovereign virtues before he 
came to the'exercife of them in this kingdom. His 
inclination to juftice led him to rule Yit^Gennan fiib- 
jedls in the fame manner that our conftitution dire<5ls 
him to govern the EngliJJo, He regarded thofe which 
B are 
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are our civil liberties, as the natural rights of mankind ; 
and therefore indulged them to a people, who pleaded no 
other claim to them than from his known goodnefs and 
humanity. This experience of a good prince, before 
we had tlie happinefs to enjoy him, mud give great fa- 
tisfadion to every thinking man, v/}\o conhders how apt 
fbvereignty is to deprive, human nature ; and how ma- 
ny of our own princes made very ill £gures upon the 
thrqne, who, before they afcended it, were the favour- 
ites of the people. 

What gives us the greatcfl; fecurity in the condud of 
.fo excellent a prince, is that con(iftenctt.o£*bch3viour, 
whereby he inflexibly purfues thofe nieamrca which ap- 
pear the mofl juft and equitable. As he'hith the cha- 
racter of being the moft prudent in layingprbpar (chemes^ 
he is no lefs remarkable for being ftcady in accomplifhing 
w^hat he lias once concerted. Indeed, if we look into 
the hiftory of his prcfent majefty, and refle(5l upon that 
wond^ful feries of fuccefles which have attended bim, . 
I thiuK they cannot be afcribed to any thing fo much as 
to this uniformity and firmnefs of mind,, which has al- 
ways difcojrered itfelf in his proceedings. It was by 
this that he furmounted thofe nianjjldifficulties that lay 
in the way to his fuccefijon; and by which, we have 
feafon to hope, he will daily make all bppofitibn fail 
before him. The iickie and unfteady politicks of our 
late B\7tf/7j ;nonarchs have been thq perpetual fource of 
thofe dilft ntions and animofities which havg made the 
nation unhappy: whereas the conftant w^ mitnaken 
temper of his prefent majcily, mvfl have a natiTril ten- 
dency to the peace of his government, and the unani- 
mity of his p^jple. 

Whilft I am ciuimcr,'»tLng the publick virtues of our 
fovejr/ign, which are fo conducive to the advantage of 
thofe who arc to obey him, I cannflt but take notice, 
that his nmjcily was bred up from hi^ infancy with a 
love to this our nation, under a princefs,' who w^as the 
moft accomplifiied woman of her age, and particularly. 
famous for her atTeidon to the Eiiglljh, Our -tfjnimry- 
men v/crc dear to him, before there was any profpciiit of 
their being his fubjcfts ; and every one knowsr,- that 

nothing 
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nothing recommended a man fo much to the diftinguifti* 
ing civilities of his court, as die being born in Great" 
Britain, ' ^ 

To the fame of his majcfty's civil virtues, we may 
add the reputation he has acquired by his martial at- 
chievements. It is obferved by Sir Wil/iaj/i Temple y that 
the Englijh are particularly fond of a king who is vali- 
ant: upon which account hii majefty has a title to all 
the efteem that can be paid the mo(l warlike prince ; 
though at the fame time, for the good of liis fubjedls, he 
ftudies to decline all occafions of military glory ; and 
choofes rather-to be diftinguiflied as the fathtr ^ than as 
the captain of his people. I am glad his rebellious fub- 
je<5ts are too incfonliderabie to put him upon exerting that 
courage and condu<5i:, which rais'd him fo great a repu-» 
ration in Hungary and the Mbrea^ when he fought againft 
tlie enemies of Chriftianity ; and in Gen?iany and Flari" 
ders^ where be commanded againft the great difturber 
of the peace of Europe. One would think there was rca- 
fon for the opinion of tliofe, who make perfonal cou- 
rage to be an hereditary virtue, when we fee fo many 
inftances of it ift/the ^"^^ oi^ Brunfwick,. 1^ go no far* 
ther back tliajr di«w^ime of our prefent king, where can 
we find among ik\e fovereign houfes oiEuropej any other 
family, that has furniflied fo many pcrfons of diftin- 
guifhed fortitude ? Three of his raajefty's brothers have 
fallen glorioufly in the field, fighting againft the enemies 
of their nati-ve country : And the bravery of his royal 
highnefs the prince oiWaL'Sy is ftiil freih in our me- 
mory,. who fought with the fpirit of his father, at the 
tattle of Audenarde^ when .the children of France^ and 
ihe pretender, fled before him. 

I might here take nati^as of his majefty 's more private 
virtues, but have rather chofen to remind my country- 
men of thepublick parts of his charadcr, whicharefup- 
portcd.by fuch inconteftible fa<5ls as are univerfally 
known and acknowledged. 

Having thus far confidered our happinefs in his ma- 

jefly's civil and military charader, I cannot forbear plea- 

flng Btefelf with regarding him in the view of one, who 

has fiten always fortunate. Cicero recommends Pompey 

B 2 under 
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lander this particular head to the Romansy with whom 
ihe charadler of being fortunate was fb popular, that (c- 
veral of their emperors gave it a place among their 
titles. Good fortune is often the reward of virtue, 
and as often the effe<5l of prudence. And whether it 
proceeds from either of thefe, or from both together, or 
whatever may be the caufe of it, every one is natiu'ally 
pleafed to fee his intereft^ndu<5led by a pcrfon who is 
ufed to good fuccefs. TJie eftablifhment of the electoral 
dignity in his majefty's family, was a work referved for 
him finally to accomplifli. A large acceffion of domi- 
jaion fell to him, by his fucceeding to the dukedom of 
Xell^ whereby he became one of the greatett princes of 
Germany; and one of the moft powerful perions, that 
ever flood next heir to the throne of Great'Britatnm 
The dutchy o^ Bremen y and the bifhoprick oiOfnahurghy 
have confiderably ftrengthened his interefts in the em- 
pire, and given a great additional weight to the proteftant 
caufe. But the moft remarkable interpolitions of provi- 
dence, in favour of him, have appeared in removing 
♦*tliofe feemingly invincible obftacles to his fucceflion; in 
taking away, at fo critical a junfhire, the perlbn who 
might have proved a dangerous enemy 5 in confounding 
tiie fecret and open attempts of his trdterous fubjedls ; 
. and in giving him the delightful profpedl of tranCnit- 
^ting his power through a numerous and IHll increaling 
progeny. 

Upon the w^iole, it is not to be doubted but every 
wife and honeft fubjeft will concur with providence in 
promoting the glory and happinefs of his prefent maje-» 
fly, \^ho is endowed with ail thole royal virtues, that 
will naturally fecure to us the national bleflings, which 
DUght to be dear and valuable to a free people. 
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N^3. Friday^ December ^^o. 

^uibiis otio vel magnifice^ y^?no! liter vivere copla erat^ 
incertapro certisy hdlum quam pacem malehant^ Sal. 

EVERY one knows that it is ufual for a French 
officer, who can write and read, to fet down ail 
the occurrences of a campaign, in which he 
pretends to have been perfonalJy concerned ; and to pub- 
iifh them under the title of his Memoirs y when moft of 
bis fellow-foldiers are dead tliat might have contradiifted 
any of his matters of f^. Many a gallant young fellow^ 
has bein killed in battle before he came to the third \ 
page o^b ftcret-hiflory ; when feveral who have take» ,.' , 
more caS^<3f^ their perfons, have lived to fill a wholijp' Jla 
volume with their military performances, and to alio' 
nifh the world with fuch inftances of their bravery, a» 
hadefcaped the notice of every body elfe. One of our 
late Prefion heroes had, it feems, reiolved upon this me-* 
thod of doing himfelf juftice : And, had he not beea^ 
nipped in the bud, might have made a very formidabl* 
^ figure in his own works, among pofterity, A friend o? 1 . , 
mine, who had the pillage of his pockets, has made mo^y ' 
a prefent of the following memoirs, which he defires'f ' 
me to accept as a part of the fpoils of the rebels. I have 
omitted the introduction, as more proper for the in- 
(pedion of a Iccretary of ftate ; and fliall only fet down 
.{o much of the memoirs as feem to be a faithful narra* 
tive of that wdnderfui expedition, which drew upon it 
the eyes of all Europe^ 

' T YAviwG thus concerted meafures for a riiGng, we 

* XjL ^^'^ ^ general meeting over a bowl of punch. It 

* was here propofed by one of tPje wifeft among us, to 
< draw up a manifefto, fetting forth the grounds and 
^ motives of oujp t^ing ^rms : for, as he pbfcrved, there 

B3 <had 
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* had never yet been an infurreftion in Englandj where 

* the leaders had not thought themfelvcs obliged to giv« 
^ fbme realbns for it* To this- end we laid our heads 

* together, to conflder what grievances the nation had 

* fufFered under the reign of king George^^ After having 
^ (pent fome hours upon this fubjeft, without being able 

^ to difcover any, we unanimoufly agreed to rebel firft, , 

* and to find outreafbns ftft it afterwards. It' was in^ 

* AcQdi eafy to guefs at feveral grievances of a private 
' nature, whicli influenced particular perlbns. One of 
' us had (pent his fortune : another was a younger bra- 

* ther : a third had the incumberance of a father upofi 

* his eftate. But that which principally dt(po(ed us in 
' favour of the chevaMer was, that morf of the company 

* had been obliged to take the abjuration oath againft 

* their will. Being at length thoroughly enflamed with 

* zeal and punch, we refolved to take horfe the next 

* morning ; which we did accordingly, haviiig beei> 

* * joined by a confiderabk reinforcement of Rmnan Ca^ 

* thoiichy whom we could rely upon, srs knowmg then* 

* to be the beflr Tories m the nation, and avowed enc- 
^ mies tOr Preshyferiamfm^ We were likewife joined by 

* a very ufeful- aflbciate, who> was a fidler by profeflion, 

* and brought in with him a body oflufty young fellows^ 
/ whom he had tweedied into the fervice. About the 

J third day of our march I was made a colonel ;> though, 

* I muft^need fay, I gained my commidion by my horfe 's 

* virtues, not my own ; having leapt over a' fix-bar, gate 
f at the head of the cavahy , My general, who is a 

* diftenring man, hereupon gave me a regiment, teiling^ 

* me. He did not queftion but I nvould do the like 'when 
' 7 came to the enemies pali'fadoes. We pttrfued our 

* march with much intrepidity through ^vo or three ©pen 

* towns, ta the great terror of the market people, and 

* the mifcarriage of half-a-dozen big-beHy'd women^. 

* Notwithftanding the magiftracy was generally againft 

* us, we could difcover many friends among our fpec- 
' tators ;• particulary in two or three balconies, which 

* were filled with feveral taudry females, who are kno^\tJ 

* in that country by the ancient Xi'imc oi HaHots ». This 

* fort of ladies received us every where with great tie- 

* moxiftration* 



V 
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monfirations of joy^ and promifed to afTid us with 
their prayers* After thefe iignal fucceiles in the north 
of England f it was thought advifeable by our general 
to proceed towards our Scots confederates. During 
our firft day's, march I amnfed myfelf with confider- 
ing what poft I fhould accept of under James the third, 
when we had put him in pofleffion of the BrttiJJo do»» 
minions. Being a great lover of country fports, I 
abfolutely determined not to be a minifter of ftate, nor 
to be fbbb'd off with a garter ; till at length pafling by 
a noble country feat which belongs to a Whigy I re*- 
folved to beg it ; and pleafed myfelf the remainder of 
the day with fevaral alterations I intended to make in 
it. For though the lituation was very delightful, I 
neither liked the front of the houfe, nor the ayenues 
that led to it. We were indeed fo confident of fuccefy, 
that I found moft of my feUow-foldiers were taken up 
with imaginations of the fame nature. There had 
like to have been a duel between two of our fubalterns 
upon a difpute which of them fhould be gavf rnor of 
Port/mouth. A Popijh prieft about the fame time gaye 
great offence to a Northumberland fquke, whom he 
threatened to excommunicate, if he did not give up 
to him the church-lands, which his^ family had ufurped 
ever fince the reformation. In fhort, every man had 
cut out a place for himfelf in his own thoughts ; ^o 
that I could reckon up in our little army two or three 
lord-treafiirers, half-a-dozen fecretaries of ftate, and 
at leafl a fcorc of lords juftices in Eyre for each fide 
of Trent* We purfued our march thifough feveral 
villages, which we drank dry, making proclamation at 
our entrance, in the n^mc o£ James the third, againft 
all concealments of ale or brandy. Being very much 
fatigued with the aAion of a whole week,, it was a- 
greed to reft on Sunday y when we heard a moft ex* 
cellent fermon. Our chaplain infiftcd principally up- 
on two heads. Under the firft he proved to us, that 
the breach of publick oaths' is no perjury : -And un- 
der the fecond, expounded to us the nature of non- 
refiftance; which mig^t be interpreted from the He^ 
ireiv, to fignify either loyalty or rebellion, according 

* as 
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* as the fovereign beftowed his favours and preferments. 

* He concluded with exhort?ng us, in a moft pathetick. 

* manner, to purge the land by wholefome feverities, 

* and to propagate found principles by fire and fword. 

* We fet forward the next day towards our friends at 

* Kelfo ;- but by the way had like to have loft our ge^ 

* neral, and fome of our moft adive officers. For a 

* fox unluckily croffing the road, drew off a confider*- 
•* able detachment, who clapped fpurs to their horlcs*, 

* and purfued him with whoops and balloos till we had 
' loft fight of them. A covey of partridges Ipringing 

* in our front, put our infantry in diforder on the &me 

* day. It was not long after this that wc were joined 

* by our friends from the other fide of the Frith. Upon 

* the junction of the two corps, our fpies brought us 

* word, that they difcovered a great cloud of duft at 

< fome diftance ; upon which, we fent out a party to re«- 

* connoitre. They returned to us with intelligence, that 

* the duft was raifed by a great drove of black cattle; 

* This. news was not a little welcome to us, the army 

* of both nations being very hungry. Wexjuickly form- 

* cd ourfelves, and received orders for the attack, with 

* pQlitive inftruftions to give no quarter. Every thing 

* was executed with fo much good order, that we made 
^ a very plentiftil fupper. We had, three days after, 

< the fame fuccefs againft a flock of fheep, which we 

* were forced to eat with great precipitation, having 
' received advice of general Cmpenters march as we 

* were at dinner. Upon this alarm we made incredible 

< ftretches toward the South, with a dcfign to gain 

* the faftnefles of Preftcn, We did little remarkable 

* in our way, except felting fire to a few houfes, and 
^ frighting an old womaa into fits. We had now got 
^ a long day's marcii of the enemy ; and meeting with 

* a confiderable refrefhment of Oi^hber, all the ofiiccrs 
^ afTenibled over it, among whom were feveral Popijh 

* lords and gentlemen, who .toafted many loyal healths 

* and confudons, and wept very plentifully for the dan- 
' ger of the church. We fat till midnight, and at our 

< parting refolved to give die enemy battle ; but the 

* next morning charged our. refolutioiis, and profeduted 

* our 
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* our inarch wilhr inde&tigable fpeed. We were no 
^ fooner arrived upon the frontiers of Cumberland y b^ic 
' we faw a great body of militia drawn up in array a- 

* gainft us. Orders were given to halt ; and a council ♦ 

* of war was immediately called, wherein we agreed, 

* with that great unanimity which was (b remarkable a« 
^ mong us, on thefe occaiions, to make a retreat. But 

* before we could give the word, the train-bands, taking 

* advantage of our delay, fled firft. We arrived at 
^ Prejlon without any memorable adventure ; where, 

* after having formed many barricades, and prepared for 

* a vigorous rcfiftancc, upon the approach of the king*» 

* troops under general Wills j who was ufed to the out- 

* landifh way c? making war, we thought it high time 
^ to put in pradice that pafllve obedience, in which our 
^ party fo much glories, and which I would advife them 

* to (tick to for the future.' 

Such was the end of this rebellion ; which, in all pro- 
t>ability, will not only tend to the lafety of our confti- 
tution, but the prefervation of the game* 

N^4. Monday^ January 2. 171 6. 

AJ? fe muUer extra virtutum cogitationesy extraque heU 
lorum cafuj putet^ ipjis inciplentis fnatrimonii aufpkiis 
admonetury venire fe laborum periculorumque fociamy 
idem in pacey idem in proelio pajfuraiu aufuramque. 
Sic vivenduTHy Jic pereundumt T a c i t, 

IT is with great fatisfa<fti6n I obferve, that the wo- 
men of our ifland, who are the mod eminent for 
virtue and good fenie, are in the intereft of the pre- 
fent government. As the fair fex very much recom- 
mend the caufe they are engaged in, it would be no 
fmail misfortune to a fovereign, though he had all the 
male part of the nation on his fide, if he did. not find 
himfelf kingof the mod beautiful half of his fubje<5ls. 

Ladies 
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Ladies are always of great ufe to the party they e- 
fpoufc, and never fail to win over numbers to it. 
Lovers, accordinc^ to Sir William Petty*% computation, 
•make at leaft the third part of the fencible men of the 
SritiJJ? nation ; and • it has been an nmcontrovcrted 
niaxim in all ages, that, though ^ hu(band is fome- 
times a llubborn fort of a creature, a lover is always 
at the devotion of his miftrefs. By this means it lies 
in the power of every fine woman, to fecure at leaft 
half-a-dozen able-bodied 4nen to his majefty's fervice. 
The female world are likewise indifpenfably neceflfary 
in the bed caufes to manage the controverfial part of 
them, in which no man of tolerable breeding is ever 
able to refute them. Arguments out of a pretty mouth 
are unanfwerable. 

It is indeed remarkable, that the inferior tribe of 
common women, who are a difhonour to their fex, 
have, in moft reigns, been the profefTed (ticklers for 
fuch as liave aded in oppofition to the true intereft of 
the nation. The moft numerous converts in km^James^s 
reign, were particularly noted to be of tliis kind. I 
can give no other reafon for fuch a behaviour, unlefs 
it fie, that* it is. not for the advantage of thefe female 
adventurers the laws of the land (liould take place, and 
that they know BriJe^^ell is a part of our conftitution* 
There are many reafons why die women. of Great' 
Britain fliould be pn;tlie fide of the Free-holder, and 
enemies to the perfon who would bring in arbitrary 
government and Popery. As there are fcveral of our 
ladies who amuie themfelves in the reading of travels, 
they cannot but take notice what uncomfortable lives 
thofe of their own fex lead, where pafEve- obedience is 
profcifed and pradiled in its utnioft perfedlion. In 
tliofe countries the men have no property but in their 
wives, who are the flavcs to (laves: every married 
woman being fubjeifl to a domeftick tyrant, that re- 
quires from her the fame vaffalage which he pays to 
tlie Sultan. If the ladies would feinoufly confider the 
evil confequences of arbitrary power, they would find, 
til at it fporls the (hape of the foot in China y where the 
barbarous politicks of the men fo diminifli the bails 

of 
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of the female £gure, as to unqQalify a woman for an 
evening walk or a country dance. In the Eaft-Indiesj 
a widow who has any regard to her charafter, throws 
herfelf into the flames of her hufband's funeral pile, 
to fliew, fbrfooth/ that (he is faithful and loyal to the 
memory of her deceafed lord. In Perjtd the daugh- 
ters of Evey as they call them, are reckoned in the in- 
ventory of their goods, and chattels : And it is an 
ufual thing when a man fells a bale of filk, or a drove 
of camels, to tofs half-a-dozen women into the bar- 
gain. Through all the dominions of the Credit Turky 
a woman thinks herfelf happy if (he can but get the 
twelfdi (hare of a hufband, and is thought of no raan- 
per of ufe in the creation, but to keep up a proper 
number of (laves for the commander of the Faithful. 
I need not fet forth the ill ufage, which the flUr ones 
meet with in thofe^efpotick governments that lie nearelf 
us. Every one hath heard of the feveral ways oi lock* 
ing up women in Spain and Italy ; where, if there 16 
any power lodged in any of the fex, it is not among 
the young and the beautiful, whom nature feems to have 
formed for it, but among the old and withered ma- 
trons, known by the frightful name of Gmivernantes 
•and Duegnas. If any fhould alledge the freedoms in- 
dulged to tlie French ladies, he muff own that thefe are 
, owing to the natural gallanti?y of the people, not to 
their form of government, .which excludes, by its very 
confHtution, every female from power, as naturally un- 
fit to hold thefceptre of that kingdom. 

Women ought in rcafon to be no lefs avetfe to Po- 
pery than to arbitrary power. Some merry authors have 
pretended to demonftrate, that the Reman CntkoUck re- 
L'gion could never fpread in a nation, where women 
v/ould have more modefty than to expofe their innocent 
liberties to a confefTor. Others of the fame turn have 
aflured us, that the fine Brifi/Jj complexion, which 
is fo peculiar to our ladies, would (ufTer very much 
from a fifh-diet : And that a whole Le?tt would give 
fuch a fallownefs to the celebrated beauties of this 
ifland, as would fcarce make them diftinguifhahle from 
thole oi France, I fhail only leave to the ferious.con- 

fideration 
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Gderation of my country-women the danger. any of 
them might have, been in, (had Popery been our nati- 
onal religion) of being forced by their relations to a 
ftate of perpetual virginity. The moft blooming toaft 
in the ifland might have been a nun ; and many a lady, 
who is now a mother of fine children, condenmed to 
a condition of life, difagreeable to herfelf, and unpro- 
fitable to the world. To this I might add the melan* 
choly objefts they would be daily entertained with, of 
ieveral fightly men delivered over to an inviolable celi- 
bacy. Let a young lady imagine to herfelf the briflc 
embroidered officer, who now makes love to her with 
fo agreeable an air, converted into a monk ; or the 
beau, who now addrefles himfelf to her in a full bot- 
tom *d wig, diftinguiflied by a little bald pate covered 
with ^ black leather fkuU-cap. I forbear to mention 
maHy other obje<flions, which the ladies, who are no 
ilrangers to the do<5iTines of Popery, will eafily recol- 
fcifl: : though I do not in the leaft doubt, but thoie I^ 
have already fuggefted, will be fufficient to perfuade m^' 
fair readers to be zealous In the proteftant caufe. 

The freedom and happinefs of our Britijh ladies is 
fo lingular, that it is a common faying in foreign coun- 
tries. If a bridge ivere built crofs the feasy all the ivo" 
vten in Europe 'would flock into England. It has been 
obfervcd, that the laws relating to them are fo favour- 
able, that one would think they themfelves had givea 
votes in enacting them. All the honours and indul- , 
gences of fociety are due to them by our cuftoms ; and 
by our conftitution, they have all the privileges of 
Engl{p7'\iom fubjedls, without the burdens. I need 
not acquaint my fair fellow-free-holders, that every 
nirin, who is anxious for our facred and civil rights, is 
a champion in their caufe ; fince we enjoy in common 
a religion agreeable to that reafonable nature, of which 
we equally partake ; and fince in point of property, our 
law makes no diftindion of fexes. 

We may therefore juflly expc<5t from them that they 
will a<5t in concert with us for the prefervation of our 
laws and religion, which cannot fubfift, but under the 
government of his prefent majefty ; and would neccf- 

farily 
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farily be fubvcrted, under that of a perfon bred np in 
the moft violent principles of popery and arbitrary 
power. Thus may the fair fex contribute to fix t!^ 
peace of a brave and generous people, who for many 
ages, have difdained to bear any tyranny but theirs ; and 
be as famous in hiflory, as tho(e illuftrtous matrons^ 
who, in the infancy of Romey reconciled the Romans 
and the Sabinesj and united the two contending parties 
under their new king. 

N^ 5. Friday^ January 6. 



Omnium foctetatum nulla efl gravkry ?iuHa edriorj qtiam 
' ea quae cum republic a eji unicuique noftrum : cart 
funt parenteSf can liberty proplnquly famtliares : fed 
omnes omnium caritates patria una complexa eJi : pra 
qua quis bonus dubitet mortem oppetere, ft ei Jit pro' 
futurus f C^Cr 

THERE is no greater Cgn of a general decay of 
virtue in a nation, than a want of zeal in its 
inhabitants for the good of their country. This 
generous and publick-fpirited palEon has been obferved 
of late years to languifh ajijd grow cold in this our 
ifland ; where a party of men have made it their bufi- 
nefs to reprefent it as chimerical and romantickj to de- 
ftroy in the minds of the people the fenfe of national 
glory, and to turn into ridicule our natural and ancient 
dlies, who are united to us by the common intcrefts 
both of religion and policy. It may not therefore b.e 
unfeafonablc to recommend to this prefent generation 
thepra^ice of that virtue, for which their anceftors 
were particularly famous, and which is called The love 
ofone^s country » This love to our country, as. a moral 
virtue, is a fixed difpofition of mind to promote the 
_ G fafety, 
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fafety, welfare, and reputation of the community in 
which we are born, and of the conftitution under 
which we are prbtefted. Our obligation to tliis great 
duty, may appear to us from feveral confiderations. 

In the firft place we may obferve, that we are di- 
refted to it by one of thofe fecret (iiggeftiorts of nature, 
which go under the-iiaiiie of inflin^l^ and which are 
never given in vain. As (elf-love is an inftinft planted 
"in us for the good and fafety of each partktrlat perfbn, 
the love of our country is imprelTed on our minds for 
the happineft and prefervation. of the community. This 
jnftindt is fo remarkable, that we find examples of it 
in thofe who are born in the moft uncomfdrtable cli- 
mates, or the word of governments. We read, of an 
inhabitant of Nova Zenibia^ who, after having lived 
fome time in Denmark,' vfhetc he was cloathed and 
^treated wiA the utm^ft 'indulgence, took tte firft ^- 
portnnity qf^aking his efcape, though with the hazard 
of his life, into his native regions of cold, poverty, and 
/nakednefs. We have an inftance of the. fame nature 
among the very Hottentots^ One of thele favages was 
brought into England, taught our language, and in a 
great meafure polifhed out of his natural barbarity : 
but upon being carried back to the Gape q{ Good Hope 
(wh^e it was thought he might have been of advantage 
to OUT EngUJI? traders) he mixed in a kind of tranfport 
with his countrymen, brutalized with them in their 
habit and miners, and would never again return to his 
foreign acquaintance. I need not mention the common 
opinion of the Negroes in our plantations, who have no 
other notion of a future ftate of happinefs, than that, 
' after death, they (hall be conveyed back to their native 
country. The 5<u'/// are fo remarkable for this paflion, 
tbat it often turns to a difeafe among them ; for which, 
there is a particular name in the German language, and 
which the French call The d'ljlemper of the country : 
for nothing is more uliial than for feveral of their com- 
mon foldiers, who are lifted into a foreign fervice, to 
have fuch violwit hankering after their home, as to 
pine away even to death, uiilefs they have a pcrmifnoii 
to return J which/on fuch an occafion, is genetaily 

granted 
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granted them, I (hail only add under this head^ that 
fince the love of one^s country is natural to every man, 
any particular nation, who by falfc politicks fliall en- 
deavour to ftifle or reftrain it, will not be upon a level 
with others. ' 

As tins love of our country, is natural to every man^ 
fb it is likewile very reafonable ; and that in the firft. 
place, becaufe it inclines us to be beneficial to thofc who 

* ore and ought to be dearer to us than any others. It 
takes in our families, relations, friends and aj:quaint- 
ance, and, in fhort, all whofe welfare and fecurity we 
are obliged to confiilt, more than that of thofe w^o are. 
ftrangers to us. For this reafon it is the mofl fubiime. 
and extenfive of all focial virtues : efpecially if ive con- 

' fider that it does not only promote the well-being of 
thefe who are our contemporaries, but likewife of thcij: 
children and their pofterity. Hence it is that all cafuifts 
are unanimous in deternHning, that when the good of 
the country interferes even with the life of the moft be- 
loved relatipn, deareft friend, or greateft bene£i<^or, i^ 
is to be preferred without exception. 

Farther, though there is 'a benevolence due to all 
mankind, hone can queftion but a fuperior degree o^ 
it is to be paid to a father, a wife, or a child. In the 
fame manner, though our love (hould reach to the whole 
fpecies, a greater proportion of it (hould exert itfelf 
towards that community in which providence has placed 
us. This is our proper fphere of a^ion, the province 
allotted to us for the exercife of alj our civil virtuqs, 
and in which alone we have opportimities of exprefling 
our good- will to mankind. I could not but be pleafed 
in the accounts of the late P^r^?;/ ambafly into France ^ 
with a particular ceremony ol^ the ambafTador ; who, 
every morning, before he went abroad, religioufly fa- 
luted a turf of earth dug out of his own native foil, to 
remind him, that in all the tranladlions of the day he 
was to think of his country, and purfue its advantages 4 
if in the leveral diftri<5ls and divifions of the world, 
men would thus ftudy the welfare of thofe refpedtive 
communities, to which their power of doing good is 
limited, the whole race of reafonable creatures wouU 
C 2 be 
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be happy, as far as the benefits of fociety can make 
them fo. At leaft, 'we find fo many bleflings naturally 
flowing from this noble principle, that, in proportion 
as it prevails, every nation becomes a prolperous and 
flourilhing people. . 

It may be yet a further recommendation of this par- 
ticular virtue, if we confider, that no nation was ever 
famous for its morals, which was not at the (arae time 
remarkable for its publick fpirit : patriots naturally rife 
out of a Spartan or Roman virtue : and there' is no 
remark more common among the ancient hiftorians, 
than that when the ftate was corrupted with avarice 
.and luxury, it was in danger of being betrayed, or 
fold. 

To the foregoing reafons for the love which every 
good man owes to his country, we may add, that the 
ji(5tions, which aremoft celebrated iirhiuory, and which 
jwe read with the greateft admiration, are ftich as pro- 
ceed from this principle. The eftablifhing of good laws, 
the detedling of confpiracies, the erufliing of {editions 
and rebellions, the falling in battle, or the devoting of 
a man's felf to certain death for the fafcty of fellow- 
citizens, are a<5lions that always warm the resKler, and 
endear to him perfons of the remotcft ages, aqd the 
jnoft diftant countries. ^ 

And as a<5tions, that proceed from the love of one's 
country; are more illuftrious than any other in the re- 
cords of time ; Co we find that thofe perfons, who have 
been eminent in other virtues, have been particularly 
diftinguiflied by this. It would be endlefs to produce 
examples of this kind out of Greek and Roman authors* 
To confine myfelf therefore in (6 wide and beaten a 
field, I fiiall choofe fome inftances from holy writ, 
which abounds in accounts of this nature, as much as 
any other hiftory wfiatfoever. And this I do the more 
willingly, becaufe in fome books lately written, I find 
it obje<5led againft revealed religion, that it does not 
infphre the love of one*s country. Here I mufl: premife, 
that as the (Iicred author of our religion chiefly incut* 
cated to the JVoi/ thofe parts of their duty wherein they" 
were moft dckSive, fo there was no need of infiftihg 

upoa 
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upon tbis : the Jemjs being, remarkable for aa attadi-* 
m^nt to their own country^ even to the Qxcluflon of all 
common humanity to (Grangers. We (ee in the behft<« 
viour of this Divine Perfon, the pradlice of this virtue 
in conjunction with all others. He deferred working 
^ ^miracle in the behalf of a Syro^Phoenician womany 
till he had declared his fuperior good-will to his own 
nation ; and was prevailed upon to heal die daughter 
of a Roman centurion, by hearing from the 7^u/, that 
he was one who lov'd their nation, and had built them 
a fynagogue. But, to look out for no other inftance^ 
what was ever more moving, than his lamentation over 
Jerufalentj at his firft approach to it, notwithftandin|[ 
he had foretold the cruel and unjuil treatment he was 
to meet with in that city 1 for he forefaw the dcftruc* 
tion which in a few. years was to fall upon that people ; 
a dcftrudtion not to be paralleled in any nation, from 
the beginnmg of the- world to this day ; and in thb 
view of it melted into tears. His followers haye in 
many places exprefled the like fentiments of afFedtion 
for their countxymen, among which none is more ex- 
traordinary than that of the great convert, who wifhed 
he himfelf might be made a curfe, provided it might 
turn to the happinefs of his nation ; cr as he words it. 
Of bis brethren and hmfmen^ ixiho are Ifraelites. Thi* 
inftance naturally brings to mind the fbme heroick tem- 
per of foul in the great ^e^ijh law-giver, who would 
have defbted himfelf in the fame manneic, wther flian 
fee his people peri(h. It would indeed be difficult to 
find out any-man of extraordinary piety in the facrcd 
writings, in whom this virtqe is not highly confpi- 
CU0U8. The reader however will excufe me, if I take 
notice of one paffage, becaufe it is a very fine one, and 
wants only a place in fome polite author of Greece or 
RoniCy to have been admired and celebrated. The king 
o^ Syria lying fick upon Jiis bed, fent Hazael one of 
his great offices to the prophet Eli/J^a, to enquire of 
him whether he (hould recover. The prophet looked 
io attentively on this mefJenger, that it put him into 
_ (bgie confiifion ; or to quote this beautiful ctrcumflance, 
4nd (he vfhole narrative, in the pathetick language of 
C 3 . the 
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thti fcripture, Eliftia fettled his countenance ftedfaflfy 
upon hi??iy until he nt/as ajhcvned : y^nd liiaiZ2Lt\ faidf 
ivhy lueepeth my lord ? And be faidy Becaufe J knism 
the evil that thon ivilt do nnto the children yifraelj 
their Jlr&ng holds 'wHt thou fet on fire^ and their men 
ivilt thou flay nnith flye f wordy and ivih dajh their 
ehrldreny and rip up their *iM07nen *mfh child. And 
Hazael fatdy But iyhaty is thy fervant tt dogy that 
ke Jhould do this great thing P And ElifhA anfiveree^^ 
The Lord hath Jl^e^vgd me^ that Phou Jhalt bt king over 
Syria. 

I might enforce the(e rcafbns for the love of our 
country, by conGderatronj adapted to my readers, as 
they are EngUJhnieny and as by that mcMis they enjoy 
a purer rrfigion, and a more excellent form of govern- 
ment, than any other nation under heaven. But being 
perfuaded that every one muft lode upon himfelf as in- 
difpcnfabfy obliged tp the praftice^ of af duty, which is 
recommended to hira by u> many arguments and ex-^ 
amples, I (hall only defire die honeft well-meaning 
reader J when he turns his thoughts towards: the pnblicky 
rather to confiderwhat opportunities he has cJf doing 
good to his native country, than to throw away his 
time in deciding* the rights of princes, or the like (pe- 
culations, which are fo- far beyond his reach. Let u» 
leave thefc great points to the \vii(l6m of our legiflature^. 
and to the determination of thofe, who are die proper 
judges of or/ conCtituticFn. We (hall otherwife be li- 
able to the Jull reproach which is eaft upon-ltich Chrifti- 
ans, as walle their lives in the fubtte and intricate dK^ 
putcs oi religion, when they (houhi be pra<5tifing the 
dodrine which it teaches. If there be amy right upont 
earth, any relying onr the judgment of our moft emi* 
nent lawyers amt divines, or indeed any certainty in 
human reaion, our prcfcnt (bvereign has an undoubted 
title to our duty and obedience. BVit fuppoTing for ar- . 
gument's fake, that this right were donbtftil^, and that 
an Englijlyrnan could be divided In his opinion, as to the 
perfon to whom tie (hould pay his allegiance ; in this 
cafe, there is no quefHon, but the love of his coimtiy 
ought to call t|ic baliaRcCj^ and tc determine him oi> 

that 
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that fide, which is moft conducive to the welfare of h» 
community. To bring this to onr prefent cafe. A 
man muft be deftitute of common fenfe, who is capable 
of ima^ning that the Proteftant relimon could flourifh 
under the government of a bigotted Romati'Catholicky 
or that our civil rights. could be proteAed by one who 
has been trained up in the politicks of the moft arbi- 
trary prince in Europe^ and who could not acknow*- 
ledge his -gratitude to his benefaftor, by any remark- 
able inftance, which would not be detrimental to the 
Briiljlo nation. And are thefe fuch defirable blefllngs, 
that an honefl: man would endeavour to arrive at them, 
through the confuiions of a civil war, and the blood 
of many thoulands of his fellow-fubjedls ? on the con- 
trary, the arguments for our fteady, loyal, and afFeo* 
tionate adherence to king GEORGE^ are fb evi- 
dent from this fingle topic, that if every Briton ^ in- 
ftead of afpiring after private wealth or power, would 
iincerely defire to make his country happy, his prefent 
Biajefty would not have a iingle malecontent in his whole 
dominions. 
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Frani enhn aftrlngrty non dljfohit perjtirium, C i c. 

AT a time when (b many of the king's fubje<«^»- 
prefent themfelves before their refpeaive ma- 
gitefes to take the oaths required by law, it 
may not be improper to awaken in the minds of my 
readers a due fenfe of the engagement under which they 
!iy themfelvcs. It is a melancholy confideration that 
there (hould be feveral among us fb hardened and dc- 
hided, as to thipk an oath a proper fubje^ for a jeft*; 
and to make this, whieh is one of the moft folemn 
a<fts of religion, an occalion of mirth. Yet fiich is 
the dcpravatiofi of our manners at prefent^ that nothing 
« ' i% 
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^e Jefiiats^ may appear from thcif abhorrence of every 
diing that looked like a fcandulent or mental evafion*. 
Of this I (hall only produce the following infbnce. Se- 
veral Romansy who had been taken prifoners by Han* 
nibal^ were releafed, upon obliging themi^ves by an 
oath to return again to his camp. Among thefe there 
was one, who thinkmg to elude the oath, went the fame 
day back to the camp, on pretence of having forgot 
fometlung. But this prevarication was fo (hocking to 
the RoTnan fenate, that they ordered hira to be appre- 
bended, and delivered up to HannibaL 

We may farther fee the juft fenfe the heathens had 
of the crime of perjury, from the penalties which, they 
inflidled on the perfons guilty of it. Perjury among 
tbe Stythians was a capital crime ; and among die E* 
gffptians alio was punlfhed with death, as Diodorm 5/- 
^uliu relates, who obfcrves that an offender of this kind 
k guilty of thofe two crimes (wherein the mali^ty of 
perjury truly confifts) a failing in his refpeft to the 
Divinity, and in his feith towards men. 'Tis unne'* 
f eflary to multiply inftances of this natiu«, whkh mKf 
b|? found in almoft every author who has written oa t^ 
fiibjedt. 

If men, who had no other guide but their reafon, 
con(kl!ered an oath to be of fuch a tremendous nature^ 
and the violation of it to be {<y great a crime ; it ought 
to make a much deeper in^re(Eon upon minds enligh- 
tei*ed by revealed religion, as they have more exalted 
notions of the Divinity. A fuppofed heathen deity 
might be fo poor in his attributes, fo (tinted in his: 
knowledge, goodnefs, or power, that a Pagan might 
hope to conceal his perjury from his notice ; or not ta 
provoke him, (hould he be difcovered; or fliould he 
provoke him, not to be puni(hed by him. Nay, he 
might have produced examples of fsdfehood and per* 
jury in the gods themfelvcs, to whom he appealed. 
But as, revealed religion has given us a more -juft and 
clear idea of the Divine Kature, he, whom we appeal 
to, is truth itfelf, " the great fearcher of hearts, who. 
will not let fraud and faliehood go unpuni(he<d, or hold 
him guiitlefiy that taketh bis name m vain. And as 

with 
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'witJi regard to the Ddty, fo Ixkewife with regard t6 
man, the obligation of an oath is ftifonger upon Chrifti- 
-ans than upon any other part of mankind ; and that 
l)ecatife charity, truth, mutual confidence, and all o- 
-ther focial duties^ are carried to ereater heights, and 
enforced with ftrongcr motives by the principles of our . 
Tcligion. 

Perjury, with relation to the oaths which are at prcr 
fent required of us, has in it all the aggravating cir- 
.cumftances, which can attend that crime. We take 
them before the magiftrates of publick juftice-; are re- 
minded by the ceremony, that it is a part of tiiat obe- 
dience which we learn from the gofpcl ; exprefly dif- 
avow all evafions and mental refervations whatfoever.; 
appeal to Almighty God for the integrity of our hearts^ 
Tand drily defire him to be our helper, as we fulfil the 
oath we "tficre take in his prefence. 1 mention thefe 
circumftances, to which feveral other might be added, 
becaufe it is a received dodlrine, among thofe who hav,c 
treated of the nature of an oath, that the greater the 
Tolemnities are which attend it, the more they aggravate 
the violation of it. And here what muft be the fucceft 
that a man can^hope for who turns a rebel, after having 
difclalmed the divine afTiftance, but upon condition of 
"being a faithful and loyal fubjedl ? He firflof all defire^ 
that God may help him, as he (hajl keep his oath, anH 
after^'^ards hopes to profper in an enterprize, which k 
the dired breach of it. 

Since therefore perjury, by the common fenfe of 
mankind, the reafon of die thing, and from the whole 
tenor of Chriftianity, is a crime of fo flagitious a na- 
ture, we cannot be too careful in avoiding every ap- 
, proach towards it. 

The virtue of the artcient Jtheniam is very remark- 
able in the cafe o^ Euripides. This great tragick poet, 
though famous for the morality of his plays, had intro- 
duced a perfon, who, being reminded of an oath he 
'had taken, replyed, I fwore 'with my mouthy but not 
nvith my heart. The impiety of this fentiment let the 
audience in an uproar ; made Socrates ,(thopgh*an inti- 
mate friend of the poet) go<>ut of the theatre -with In- 
dignation ; 
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jdignatlon ; and gave lb great ofFence, that he was pub- 
lickly accufed,' and brought upon his trial, as one who 
had fiiggefted an evafion of what they thought the moft 
holy and indiflbluble bond of human (bciety. So jea- 
lous were thefe virtuous heathens of any the Imalleft 
.hint that might open a way to perjury. 

And here it highly imports us to coniider, that wc 
do not only break our oath of allegiance by adhial r^- 
.bellion, but by all thofe other methods which have a 
natural and manifeft tendency to it. The guilt may 
.ly upon a man, where the penalty cannot take_ hold of 
.him. Thofe who (peak irreverently of the perfon to 
whom they have fwom allegiance ; who endeavour to- 
alienate from him the hearts of his fubje^s ; or to in- 
Ipire the people with difaffedlion to his government, can- 
not be thought to be true to the oath they have taken. 
And as for thofe who by concerted falfehoods and de- 
famations endeavour to blemi(h his chara<^er, or weaken 
his authority, they incur the complicated guilt both of 
flander and perjury. The moral crime is compleated 
in fiich offenders, and there are only accidental cir- 
cumflances wanting, to work it up for the cognizance 
of the law. 

Nor is it fiifficient for a man, who has given the/e 
Iblemn affurances to his prince, to forbear the doing 
him any evil, unlefs at the fame time he do him all the 
^ood he can in his proper ftaticn of life. 

Loyalty is of an amve nature, and ought to difco- 
Tcr itfelf in all the inftances of zeal and afFeftion to 
our foyereign : and, if we carefully examine the duty 
of that allegiance which we pledge to his majefly, by 
the oaths that are tendred to us, we fhall find, that /f^ 
do not only r enounce j refitfe^ and abjure any allegiance 
or obedience to the Pretender ^ but fwear to defend 
Ji/'ng George to the utmoji of our ponder ^ againjl all trai^ 
terons confpiracies and attempts ivhatfoever^ and to dtf" 
clofe and make kno^n to his majejlyy all treafons and 
traiterous C07if piracies j nvhich ive foall kno^ to he a- 
gainfi him. 

To conclude ; as among thofe who |iave bound them- 
Iflves by thefe facred obUgations^ tlie adual traitor or 

rebel 
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rebel is guHty of perjury in the eye of the law; the 
(ecret promoter or well-wifhcr of the caufe, is fo before 
the tribunal of confcience. And though I (hould be 
unwilling to pronounce the man who is indolent, or 
indifferent in the caufe of his prince, to be ab(blutely 
perjured ; I may venture to affirm, that he falls very 
(hort of that allegiance to which he is obliged by oath. 
Upon the whole we may be affured, that in a nation 
which is tied down by fuch religious and (blemn en- 
gagements, the people's loyalty will keep pace with their 
morality ; and that in proportion as they are fmcere 
Chriftians, they will be faithful fubjeds. 



^"m^ 
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Veritas plurihus 7nodis tJifra^a : friftmm hifc'ita rA- 
publicaey ut alienae ; vi<)x lihidlnc afifitcuidij aut rur- 
fits odio a dv erf us dominant es . Ohirc^atio et ihor 
pronis aurihus accipiuntur : quippe adnlationi foedum 
crimen fervitutisy vialignitaii falfa /pedes libertatii 
ineji, Tac. . 

THERE is no greater fign of a bad caufc, than 
when the patrons of it are reduced to the ne- 
c^fllty of making ufe of the mod wicked arti- 
fices to fupport it. Of this kind are the falfehoods and 
calumnies, which are invented and fpread abroad by 
the enemfes to our king and country. This fpirit of 
malice and (lander docs not difcover itfelf in any ii - 
ftances fo ridiculous, as in thofe, by which feditious 
men endeavour to depreciate his majefly*s perfbn and 
family ; without confidering that his court at H.!;/ci'er 
was always allowed to be one of the politcft in Eur-^p:'^ 
and that, before he became our king, he was recloncd 
amongft the greatefl princes of Chrijicndom, 

D Fut 
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But the moft glorious of his majefty's predeceflbrs 
was treated after the fame manner. Upon that prince's 
fird arrival, the inconfiderabie party, who then labour- 
ed to make him odious to the p^ple, gave out, That 
he brought with him twenty thouiand Laplanders^ 
cloathed in the (kins of bears, all of their own killing ; 
and that they mutinied becaufe they had not been re- 
galed with a bloody battle within two days after their 
landing. He was no fboner on the throne, than thole, 
who had contributed to place him there, finding that 
he had made fome changes at court which were not to 
their humour, endeavoured to render him tmpopular 
by mifreprelentations of his perfon, his charader, and 
his anions. They found that his nofe had a refem- 
hlance to that of Oliver Crom-melly and clapt him on a 
huge pair of muftachoes to frighten his people with : 
His mercy was fear ; his juftice was cruelty ; his tem- 
perance, oeconomy, prudent behaviour, and applica- 
tion to builnefs, were Dutch virtues ; and fuch as we 
had not been ufcd to in our Englijh kings. He did 
not fight a battle, in which the Tories did not flay 
double the number of what he had loft in the field'; 
nor ever raifed a fiege, or gained a vidlory, which did 
not coft more than it was worth. In (hort, he was 
contriving the ruin of his kingdom ; and in order to 
• it advanced Dr. TilUtfon to the higheft ftation of the 
church, my lord Sounners of the law, Mr. Mountague 
of the treaiury, and the admiral at la Hogne of the 
fleet. Such were the calumnies of the party in thofe 
thr.cs, which we fee fo fiiithflilly copied out by men 
of the lame principles under the reign of hisprefent 
majefty. 

As the fchemcs of thefe gentlemen are the moft ab- 
furd and contradi^ory to common fenfe, the means by 
whic^ they are promoted muft be of the fame nature. 
Nothing but weakniefs and folly can difpofe Englijhmen 
and Proteftr.nts to the interefts of a Popijly Pretender : 
and the fame abilities of mind will naturally qualify 
his adherents to fwallow the moft palpable and noto- 
lious filfchoods. Their ftlf-intereftcd and deligning 
leaders carncl defire a more du^cile and cafy people 

to 
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to work upon. How long was it before many of this 
fimple deluded tribe were brought to believe, that the 
Highlanders were a generation of men that could be 
conquered ! The rabble of the party were inftrufted 
to look upon them as fb many Giants and Saracens ; 
and were very much fiirprized^to find that every one 
of them had not with his broad (w6rd mowed down 
at leall a fquadron of the king's forces. There were 
not only publick rejoicings in the camp at Perth^ 
but likewife many private congratulations nearer us, 
among thefe well-wiftiers to their country, upon the 
vi^ories of their friends at Preflon ; which continued 
till the rebels made their fblemn cavalcade from Higl?- 
gate. Nay, there were then fome of thefe %afe parti- 
zans, who concluded, the government had hired two 
or three hundred hale men, who looked like fox-hun- 
ters, to be bound and pinioned, if not to be executed, 
as reprefentatives of die pretended captives. Their 
vi<ftories in Scotland have been innumerable ; and no 
longer ago than laft week, they gained a very remark- 
able one, in which the Highlanders cut off all the 
Dutch forces to a man ; and afterwards difguifing them- 
felvcs in their habits, came up as friends to the king's 
troops, and put them aU to the Avord. This ftbry 
had a great run for a day or two ; and I believe one 
might ftill find out a whifper among their fecret intel- 
ligence, that the duke of Mar is actually upon die 
road to London y if not within two day's march of the 
town. I need not take notice that their fuccencs Tn 
the battle of Dunblain are magnified among fome of 
them to this day ; though a Tory may very well (ay 
with king Pyrrhusy That fuch another victory 'woul4 
undo them. 

But the moft firuitful (burce of falfehood and calum* 
Tiy, is that which, one would think, ihould be the leaft 
apt to produce them ; I mean a pretended concern for 
the fafcty of our eftablifhed religion. Were thefe peo- 
ple as anxious for the dodrines, which are eflaitial to 
the church oi England y as they are for the nominal 
diflinftion of adhering to its intcrefls, they would 
know^ that die fincere obfervation of publick oaths, . 
p 2 «Uc- 
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allegiance to their king, fubmiffion to their Ijifliops, 
zeal againft popery, and abhorrence of rebellion, are 
the great points that adorn the charader of the church 
"^iJEnglandy and in which the authors of the reformed 
religion in thjs nation have always gloried. We juft- 
' ly reproach the Jeftutf^ who have adapted all Chrifti- 
anity to temporal and political views, for maintaining 
a polition fo repugnant to the laws of nature, morality 
and religion, That evil may be committed, for the 
fake of good, which may arife from it. But wc can- , 
not fuppofe even this principle, (as bad a one as it is) 
fhould influence tbofe p©rfb«s,' who, by fo many ab- 
fiird and monftrous falfehoods, endeavour to delude 
men into a belief of the danger of the church. If there 
be any relying on the (blemn declarations of a prince, 
famed for keeping his word, conftant in the publick 
exercifes of our religion, and determined in the main- 
tenance of our laws, we have all the affurances that 
can be given to us, for the fecurity of the cftablifhed 
church under his government. When a leading man 
therefore begins to grow apprehenfive for the church, ^ 
you may be fure that he is either in danger of lofing a 
place, or in.deijiair of getting one. It is pleafant on 
thefc occafions, to fee a notorious profligate feized 
with a concern for his religion, and converting his 
fplecn into zeal, Thefe narrow and felfilh views have 
fo great an influence in this cry, that, among thofe 
who call themfelves the landed intercft, there are ieve- 
ra! of.flFiy' follow free-holders, who always fancy the 
church in dinger upon the rifing of the bank-fbock. 
But the (landing abfurditles, without the belief of which 
no man is reckoned a ftaunch churchman, are, That 
there is a Calve's Head club ; for which (by the way) 
(brae pious Tory fias made fuitable hymns and devoti- 
ons : that there is a confederacy among the greateft 
^art of the Prelates to defl:roy Epifcopacy ; and that 
all who taLk againft Popery y are Presbyterians in their 
hearts. The emiilaries of the party are (b diligent in- 
fpreading ridiculous ficflions of this kind, that at pre^ 
fcnt, if we may credit common report, there are jfeve- 
ral remote parts of the nation in which it is firmly 
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bdlevec]; that all the churches in London are (hut up^ 
and that if any clergyman walks the ftreet in his hahit^ 
it is ten to one but he is knocked tiown by fome fturdy 
fchifmatick. % 

We may obfervc upon this occafion, that there are 
many particular falfehoods fliited to the particular cli* 
mates and latitudes in which they arc publifhed, accord- 
mg as the fituation of the place makes them lefs liable 
to difcovery : there is many a lye, that will not thrive 
within a hundred miles of London : nay, we often find 
a lye born in Southtvark^ that dies the fame day on this 
fide the water : and feveral produced in the loyal ward 
©f Port-foken of fo feeble a make, as not to bear carri- 
age to the Royal Exchange. Howevo", as die mints of 
calumny are perpetually at work, there are a great num- 
her of curious inventions iflued out from time to time, 
which grow current among the party, and circulate 
through the whole kingdom. 

. As the defign of this paper is not to exaiperate, but 
to undeceive my countrymen, let me defire them to 
^ coniider the many inconveniencies they bring vpoa 
themfelves by the(e mutual intercdurfes of credulity and 
faUehood. I (hall only remind the credulous of the 
ftrong dcludon they have by this means been led into 
the greateft part ol their lives. Their hopes have been 
^ keeped up by a fucceflion of lyes for near thirty years. 
How many pcr(bns have ftarved in expcdtation of tbo(e 
profitable employments which were promiled them by 
the authors of diefe forgeries ! How many of them 
have died with great regrete, when they thought they 
•were within a month (S enjoying the inefHmable blef- 
fings of a popifli and arbitrary reign ! 

I would therefore advife this blinded fet of men, not 
to give credit to thofe perfons, by wborti they have been- 
fo oft^ fooled and impofcd upon ;' but on the contrary 
to thirik it an affront to their parts, when they hear . 
from any of them fuch accounts, as tliey would not 
dare to tell them, but upon the prefumption that they 
are idiots. Or if their zeal for the caufe fliall difpofe 
them to be credulous in any points that are flivourable 
to it, I would beg of them not to venture v, agers upon 
D 3 the 
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the truth of them : and in this prefent conjunfture, by 
no means to fell out of the flocks upon any news they 
fhall hear from their good friends at Perth. As thefe 
party fidlions are the proper fubje^s of mirth and 
laughter, their deluded believers are only tp be treated 
with pity or contempt. But as for thofe incendiaries 
of figure and diftindion, who are tlie invait^rs and 
publiih^rs of fiich grofs falfelioods and calumnies, they 
cannot ^e regarded by others, but with the utmoft de« 
teftationj and abhorrence \ nor, one would think, by 
themfeK^a, without the greateft remorfe and compunc- 
tion of "heart; when they conflder, that in order to 
give a Q)irit to a defperate caufe, they have, by theii . 
falfe and treacherous infinuations and reports, betrayed 
fo many of their friends into their owa deftruclion. 



N° 8. Monday J January 16. 

JJvenl'et qui vefira dies nmliabribus arfnh 

Verba redarguer it » Virg. 

I HAVE heard that feveral ladles of di{Hn<fbion, 
upon the reading of my fourth paper, are ftudying 
methods how to make themlelves ufeful to the pub- 
Eck. One has a defign of keeping an open tea- table 
where ever}'^ man fhall be welcome that is a friend to 
king George, Another is for fetting up an aiTembly 
for BaflTer, where none fhd! be admitted to Puiity that 
have not taken the oaths. A third Is upon an inven- 
tioii o^ a d'refs which will put tvesy Tory lady out of 
countenance: I am not informed' of the particulars^ 
but am tokf In general, that '^^ has contrived to ' fhew 
her principles by the fetting of her commode ; fb tliat 
it will be Impoflible for any woman, that is dijjaffeflej^ 
to be in the falhion. Some of them are of opinion that 
the fm may be made nfe of, with good fuccefs, again (I 
Popery, by exhibiting the corruptions of the church of 

RufJic - 
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Rotne in various figures ; . and that their abhorrence of 
the fuperftitious ufe of beads, may be very aptly expreA 
fed in the. make of a pearl necklace. As for the civil 
part of our conftitution, it is unanimouily agreed among 
the leaders of the fex, that there is no glory in making 
a man their flave, who has not naturally a paifion for 
liberty J and to difallow of ail profeflions of paflive- 
obedience, but from a lover to his mifbrefs. 

It happens very luckily for the intereft of the Whigs^ 
that their very enemies acknowledge the fineft women 
of Great-Britain to be of that party. The Tories are 
forced to borrow their toafts from their antagonifts ; 
and can fcarce find beauties enow of their own lide, to 
fuppiy a iingle round of Oilober^ One may, indeed, 
fometimes difcover among the malignants of the fex, a 
face that feems to have been naturally defigned for a 
Whig lady : but then it is fo often flufhed with rag^ 
or foured with difappointments, that one cannot but be 
troubled to fee it thrown away upon the owner. Would 
the pretty malecontent be periuaded to love her king 
and country, it would difFuie .a chearfulnefs ^ through 
all her features, and give her quite another air, I would 
therefore advife thefe my gentle readers, -as they con- 
fult the good of their faces, to forbear frowning upon 
loyalifts, and pouting at the government. In the mean 
time, what may we not hope from a caufe, which is re- 
commended by the allurement of beauty, and the force 
of truth ! It is therefore to be hoped that every ^w^ 
woman will make tliis laudable ufe of her charms ; and 
that fhe may not want to be frequently reminded of this 
great duty, I will only defire her to diink of her coun* 
try every time flie looks in her glafs. 

But bccaufe it is impoflible to prefcribe flich rules, as 
(ball be fuitable to the fex, in general, I (hall confider 
them under their feveral divifions of maids, wives, and 
widows. 

As for virgins, who are unexperienced in the wiles 
of men, they would do well to confider how little they 
are to rely on the faith of lovers, who in lefs then a 
year have broken their allegiance to their lawful fove- 
reign ; and what credit is to be given to the vows and 

pro* 
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protefiadons of fuch who (hevr themfelves lb little afiraid 
of perjury, Befides, what would, an innocent young 
lady think, fhould (he marry a man without examining 
liis principles, and afterwards find herfelf got with child 
by a rebel ? 

In the next place^ every wife ought to anfwer for 
her man. If the husband be engaged in a Cedhious club^ 
or drinks myfterious healths, or be frugal of his candles 
on a rejoicing night, let her look to hun, and keep him 
out of harm's way ; or the world will be apt to fay, 
fhe has a mind to be a widt>w before her time. She 
ought in fach cafes to exert the authority of the curtain 
kdture ; and if (he finds him of a rebellious difpofition, 
to tame him, as they do birds of prey, by dinning him 
in the ears all night long. 

Widows may be (uppofed women of too good fenfe 
not to difcountenance all pra^ices, that have a tenden- 
cy to the definition of mankind. Befides they have 
a greater intereft in property then cither maids or wives, 
and do not hold dieir jointures by the precarious tc- 
hure of portions or pin-money. So that it is as unna* 
tural for a dowager, as a firee-holder, to be an enemy 
to our confHtution. 

As nothing is more inftru<ftive then examples, I 
would recommend to the perufal of our Britijh virgins, 
the ftory of Clelia a Roman fpinfter, whofe behaviour 
is reprefented by all their hiflorians, as one of the chief 
motives that dikx>uraged the Tarquins from profecuting 
their attempt to regain the throne, from whence they 
had been expelled. Let the married v/omcn refleft up- 
on the glory acquired by the wife of Coriolanus^ who, 
wl^ri her hufband, after long exile, was returning in- 
to his country with fire and (word, diverted him from • 
ib cruel and unnatural an enterprize. And let thofe 
who have out-lived their hufbartds never forget their 
country-woman vtiiovf Boa dicta y who headed her troops 
in perfon againft the invafion of a Roman army, and 
encouraged them with this memorable faying, /, ^who 
am a 'woman, am refolved upon vi^ory or death : hut at 
foryoti tvho are men^ you jfiayy if you pleaffj choofi life 
and Jlavery, 

'* But 
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But I do not ^rppofe to our Britijh ladies, that theji^ 
fhould turn Amazons in the fervicc of their fovereign", 
nor fo much as let their nails grow for the defence of 
their country. The men will take the work of the 
field off their hands, andfhew the world, UtiSit Englijb 
valour cannot be matched, when it is animated by Eng» 
UJh beauty. I do not however difapprove the proje^ 
which is now on foot for a FEMALE ASSOCI- 
ATION ; and, fince I hear the fiiir confederates can- 
not agree among themfelves upon a form, fhall preiiune 
o lay before them the following rough draught, to be 
qjTcfted or improved, as they in their wildom (hall 
think fit. 

WE the conforts, reli<5ls, and fpinfters of the ifle 
o£ Great-BHtaWfWhSfe names are under-writ- 
ten ^eing mod paUionately offended at the falfehood 
and perfidioufnefs of certain faithlefs men, and at the 
luke-warmth and indifference of others, have entered 
into a voluntary aflbciation for the good and fafety 
of our conftitution, and we do hereby engage ouj^- 
(elves to raife and arm our vaiTals for the fervice of 
his majcfty king George y and him to defend with our 
tongues and hearts, our eyes, eye-la(hes, ,favourites, 
lips, dimples, and every other feature, whether na- 
tural or acquired. We promife publickly and openly 
to avow the loyalty of our principles in every word 
we fhall utter, and every patch we ihail ftick on. We 
do farther promife, to annoy the enemy with all the 
flames, darts and arrows with which nature has armed 
us, never to correfpond with them by figh, ogle, or 
billet-doux ; not to have any intercourfe. with them 
either in (huff or tea ; nor to accept the civility of 
any man's hand, who is not ready to ufe it in the 
defence of his country. We are determined in fo 
good a caule to endure. the greateft hardfhips and fe- 
verities, if there fhould be occalion ; and even to wear 
the manufa<fhire of our country, rather than appear 
the friends of a foreign intereft in the richeft Fre?icB 
brocade. And forgetting all private feuds, jeaioufics 
and aaimofities, we do unanimoufly oblige ourfelves. 
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< by this our allbciationy to ftend and fall by one a- 
'^ nother, as loyal and iidthfol fillers, and fellow-fiib- 

< jcfts.' » 

N. B, Thi^^flbciadon will be lodged at Mr.Moteux\ 
where attendai^x will be given to £e fubfcribers, who 
are to be rangeil-in their refpedtive columns^ as^aids; 
wives, and widows. 



N^ 9. Fridayy yanuaty 20. 

Conjilia qui dant prava^ cautis hominihiiSy 
Et perdunt operam^ et deridentur turpiter, Ph A E D. 

• 

THOUGH I have already fecn, in the Taiv/t' 
talkf a letter from a celebrated Englljlmtan to 
^^ pretender, which is indeed an excellent an- 
"IWer to Rlljdeclaration, the title of this paper obliges 
me td.£^lilb« tho Following piece, which conHders it la 
^'cMeraA^ht9i« 

The declaration of the Free-holders of Great-Britain, 
in anf'voer to that of the Pretender. 

WE, by the mercy of God, free-holders o{ Greats 
Britainy to the popifti pretender, who ftilcs him- 
felf king of Scotland and Englandy and defender of our 
fcith, DEFIANCE. Having feen a libel, which yon 
have lately publiflied againfl the king and people of thefe 
rcahns under the ti& of a DECLARATION, 
'SSty^injufiice to thefentiments of our own hearts y have 
thought fit to return you the following anfwer-; where- 
in we (hall endeavour to reduce to method the feveral 
particulars, which you have contrived to throw together 
with much malice, and no lefs coniufion. 

We beUevc you finccre in the firft part of your de- 
claration, where you own it would be a great fatisfac- 
tion to you to be placed upon the throne by our endea- 
vours: 
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vours : but you dUconrage us from tnaktng ufe of them, 
by declaring it to Jbe your right both by th iavjs of God 
and man. As for the laws of God, we fhouid think 
ourfelves great tranfgreilbrs of them, fliould we for your 
fake rebel againft a pxince, who, under God, is die 
moft powerfm defender of that reiigion^which we think 
the moil picafing to him : and as for the laws of man^ 
we conceive thine to be of that kind, which have been 
ena&ed from, time to time for near thirty years pafb 
againft you and your pretenfiom, by the legiflature of 
this kingdcMn. 

You afterwards proceed to invectives againft the royal 
family : which we do afliire vouis a very unpopular 
topick, except- to your few deluded friends among the 
rabble. 

You call them aliens to our country ^ not coniidering 
that king George has lived above a year longer in Eng-* 
land than ever you did. You fay they are dlftant in 
bloody whereas no body ever doubted diat king George 
is great grandfbn to king James the firft, though rcmcr 
believe mat you are not fon to king James thtf fecond. 
Befider, all the world acknowledges he is the neareft to 
our crown of the protdbmt blood, of which you can- 
not have one drop in your veins, unlefs you derive it 
from filch parents as you don't care for owning. 

Your next argument againft the royal family, is, that 
they are ftrangers to our language : but they muft be 
ftrangers to the Britijh court who have* told you h,^ 
However you muft know, that we plain men (hould 
prefer a king who was a ftranger to our language, before 
one who is a (branger to our laws and religion : for 
we could never endure French ientiments, though de- 
iivered^'in our native dialed ; and (hould abhor an ar- 
bitrary prince, though he tyrannized over us in the fineft 
Efiglijh that ever was fpokcn. For thefe reafbns. Sir, 
we cannot bear the thought of hearing a man, that has 
been bred up in the politicks of Le^is the fourteenth, 
talk intelligibly from the Britijh throne; efpecially 
when we confider, however he may boaft of his fpeak- 
ing Englijhy he fays his prayers in an unknown tongue. 

We come now to the grievances for which, in ^ropr 

opinion. 
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opinion, we ought to take up anns againfl: our prefent 
Sovereign. The greateft you fecm to infift upon, and 
which is moft in the mouths of your party, is the union 
of the two kingdoms ; for which his majefty ought moft 
certainly to be depofed, becaufe it was made under the 
reign of her, whom you call your dearjtjier ofgloriouf 
memory. Other grievances which you hint at under 
his majefty 's adminiftration, are the murder of king 
Charles the firft, who was beheaded before king George 
was bom ; and the fufFerings of king Charles the fe- 
cond, which perhaps his prefent majefty cannot wholly 
clear himfelf of, becaufe he came into the world a day 
before his reftoratioil. 

. As on the one fide you arraign his prefent majefty 
by this moft extraordinary retrofpe<5l, on the other hand 
you condemn his government by what we may call the 
fpirit of fecond fight. You are not content to draw 
into his reign thofe mifchiefs that were done a hundred 
years ago, unlefs you anticipate thofe that may happen 
a hundred years hence. So that the keeneft of your 
arrows either fall fhort of him, or fly over his head. 
We take it for a certain fign that you are at a lofs for 
prefent grievances, when you are thus forced to have 
. recourfe to yout future profpefls, and future ?mferies, 
Now, Sir, you muft know, that we free-holders have 
a natural averfion to hanging, and do not know how 
to anfwer it to our wives and families, if we fhould ven- 
ture our necks upon the truth of your jprophefies. In 
our ordinary way of judging, we gueis at the king's 
future conduft by what we have feen already ; and there- 
fore beg you will excuie us, if for the prefent we defer 
entering into a rebellion, to which you fo gracioufly 
invite us. When we have as bad a profpedl of our 
king George* % reign, as we fhould have of yours, then 
will be your time to date another declaration from your 
court at Commerce : which, if we may be allowed to 
prophefy in our turn, cannot poffibly happen before the 
hundred and fiftieth year of your reign. 

Having confidered the paft and future grievances 
mentioned in your declaration, we come now to the 
prefent j all of which are founded upon this fuppolition, 

that 
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that whatever is done by his majefly or his minifters 
to keep yoo ont ot the Brltijh throne, is a grievance. 
Thefe Sir, may be grievances to you, but they are none 
to us. On the contrary, we look upon them as the 
greatefi infbmces of his majefly's care and tcnderneft 
for his people. To take them in order : The firft re- 
lates to the miniftry ; who are chofen, as you obferve 
-very rightly, out or the worft, and not the befl of your 
fubjefts. Now, Sir, can you in confcience think us 
to be fuch fools as to rebel againft the king, for having 
employed thofe who are his mofl: eminent friends, and 
were the greateft fufFerers in his caufe before he came 
to die crown ; and for having removed a general who 
is now a^hially in arms againu him, and two fecrctaries^ 
of ftate, both of whom have lifted themfelves in your 
lervlce ; or becaufe he choie to fubftitute in their places 
fuch men who had diftinguifhed themfelves by their zeal 
againft you, in the mou famous battles, negotiations^ 
and debates ? 

The (econd grievance you mention, is, that tlie glo- 
ry of the late queen has fuffcred, who, you inlinuate^ 
f^ad fecured to you the enjoyment of that inheritance out 
of 'which you had been fo long kept. This may indeed 
be a reafon why her memory fhould be precious with 
you : but you may be fure we (hall think never the 
better of her, for her having your good word. For thei 
fame reafon it makes us ftare, when we hear it objefted 
to his prefent majefty, that he is not kind to her faithful 
fervants ; fince, if we can believe what you yourfelf 
fay, it is impoilible they (hould be his faithful fervants. 
And by the way, many of your private friends here 
wi(h you would forbear blabbing at this rate : for, to 
tell you a fecret, we are very apt to fufpeft that any 
Englijhmanj who deferves your praife, delcrves to be 
1 hanged. 

The next grievance, which you have a mighty mind 
! to redrefs among us, is the parliament oiGreat-Britainy 
\ againft whom you bring a ftale accufation which has 
\ been ufed by every minority in the memory of man y 
[ namely, that it was procured by unwarrantable influ- 
ences and corruptions. We cannot indeed blame you 
E for 
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for being angry at thofe, who have fet fuch a round price 
upon your head. Your accufatidn of our high court 
of parliament, puts us in mind of a ftory, often told 
among xx^ free-holders ^ concerning a rattle-brain'd young 
fellow, who being indited for two or three pranks up- 
on the high way, told the judge he would fwear the 
peace againft him, for putting him in fear of his life. 

The next grievance is fuch a one^that we are amazed 
how it could come into your head. Your words are 
as follow. JVhilft the principal poFwers engaged in the 
late twars do enjoy the bieffings of peace y and are atten^ 
tive to difcharge their debts y andeafe their people y Great* 
Britain in the tnidji of peace feels all theJoad of tvar. 
Kew debts are contra6ledy new armies are raifedat homey 
Dutch forces are brought into thefe kingdoms. What 
in the name of wonder do you mean ? Are you in ear- 
neft, or do you defign to banter us ? Whom is the 
nation obliged to for all this load of war that it feels ? 
Had you been wife enough to have flept at Barleduc in 
a whole (kin, we fhould not have contracted new debts, 
raifed new armies, or brought over Dutch forces to 
make an example of you. 

The moft pleafant grievance is fKll behind^ and in- 
deed a moft proper one to dofe up this article. King 
George has taken pojfeffion of the dutchy of Bremen, 
mf hereby a door is opened to let in an inundation of fo^ 
reigners from abroad y and to reduce thefe nations to the 
fiate of a province to one of the mojl inconjiderable pro* 
vinces of the empire. And do you then really believe 
the mob-ftory, that king George deftgns to make a bridge 
of boats from Hanover to Wapping? We would have 
you know that forae of us read Baker*% chronicle, and 
don't find that William the conqueror ever thought of 
'. making ^^^/^/i^ a province to his native dutchy oi Nor* 
vtandjy notwitliftanding it lay fo much more convenient 
for that purpofe : nor that king James the firft had ever 
any thoughts of reducing this nation to the ftate of a 
province to his ancient kingdom of Scotlandy though 
it lies upon the fame continent. But pray how comes 
it to pals that the electorate o^ Hanover is become all of 
a fudden one of the moft inconfidcAbk provinces of the 

empire? 
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empire ? If you undervalue it upon the account of its 
religion, you have fome reafbn for what you fay ; though 
you (hould not ihink we are fuch ftrangers to maps, and 
live Co much out of the world, ^ks to be ignorant that 
it is for power and extent the fecond Proteflant ftate in 
Germany ; and whether you know it or no, the Pro* 
teftant religion in the empire is looked upon as a fufE- 
cient ballance againft Popery. Belides, you (hould have 
confidered that in your declaration upon the king*s 
coming to the throne of Great- Briiahiy you endea- 
voured to terrify us from receiving him, by renreicnt^ig 
him as a ponxjer/ni foreign prince y fupported by a nutne* 
rotts arwy of hit o^n fubje^s. Be that as it will ; we 
are no more afraid of being a province to Hanover y.th&n 
the Hanoverians are apprehenCve of being a province 
to Breintn. 

We have now taken noticeof thofe great evils, which 
you ar€ come to refcuc us from : but as they arc fuch 
as we have neither felt or feen, we defire you will put 
yourfclf to no farther trouble for out fakes. 

You afterwards begin a kind of TV Deum^ before 
the time, in that remarkable fentence, nue adore the 
ivifdom of the divine providence ^ nvhich has opened a nvay 
to our refloraiiony by the fuccefs of thofe very meajltres 
that ivere laid to difappoint us for ever. We arc at a 
lofs to know what you mean by this devout jargon : 
but by what goes before and follows, we fuppole it to 
be this ; That the coming of king George to the crown, 
has made many malecontents, and by that means opened 
ft way to your rcfloration ; whereas you (hould coniider, 
that if he had not come to the crown the way had been 
lOpen of itfelf. In the fame pious paragraph, you mofl 
earnefily conjure us to purfue thofe f net hods for your re* 
fi oration y nxihicb the finger of God feems to point out to 
us. Now the only methods which we can make uje of 
for that end, are,, civil war, rapine, bloodfhed, treafon, 
and perjury ; methods which wc Protcflants do humbly 
conceive, can never be pointed oat to ut by the finger 
of God. 

The reft of your declarati<m contatiu tkeenoounge* 
ments you eive us to rebel. Firft. You Moouft to Ihare 
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with us ail dangers and difffculties which we fhall meet 
with in this worthy enterprize : you are very much in 
the right on't : you have nothing to lofe, and hope to 
get a crown. We do not hope for any new firee-holdsr, 
and only defire to keep what we have. As therefore you 
dre in the right to undergo dangers and difficulties to 
make yourfelf our mafter, we (hall think ourfelves as 
much in the right to undergo dangers and difficulties to 
hinder you from being fo. 

Secondly, You promife to refer your and our intereji 
So a %cox.% parliament y which you are refolved to call im- 
mediately. We fuppofe you mean if the firoft holds. 
But, Sir, we are certainly informed there is a parlia- 
ment now fitting at Weflviinjierj that are bufy at prefent 
in taking care both of the Scots and Englijh intcreft, 
and have adually done every thing which you would let 
be done by our repre(entatives in the Highlands. 

Thirdly, You promife that if lue it;/// rebel for you 
agalnft our prefent foveretgn^ you nxnll remit anddlfckargc 
all crhjtes of high treafon^ mlfprljionj and all other crimes 
and offences njjhatfoevery done or committed agalnft you 
or your father. But will you anfwer in this caic that 
king George will forgive us ? otherwife we befeech you 
to confider what poor comfort it would be for a Erltljb 
free-holder to be conveyed up Holhourn^ with your par- 
don in his pocket. And here we cannot but remark, 
that the conditions of your general pardon are fo dint- 
ed, as to (hew that you are very cautious left your good- 
nature (hould carry you too far. You exclude from 
the benefit of it, all thofc who do not from the time of 
your landing lay hold on ?nercyy and return to their duty 
and allegiance. By this means all neuters and lookers- 
on are to be executed of couHe : and by the ftudied am- 
biguity in which you couch the terms of your gracious 
pardon, you ftill leave room to gratify yourfelf in all 
the pleaflircs of tyranny and revenge. 

Upon the whole, we have fo bad an opinion of re- 
bellion, as well as of your motives to it, and rewards 
for it, that you may reft fatisfied, there are few free- 
holders on this fide the Forth who will engage in it 5 and 
yfit verily believe that you will fuddenly take a refolu- 

tion 
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ttoa la your csbiaet t£ Highlanders , to ibunper off with 
your new crown, wfelch we are told the ladiet of thofe 
parts have £0 generoufly dubbed for. And rou may 
ailore yourielf that it is the only one yon arc like to get 
by this notaUe expedition. And fo we bid you heartily 
toeweL 

Dated Jan. 19. /« the fecond 
year rftmrpubllck hafipinefe. 






N^ 10. Monday^ January 23. 

Potior vifa eftj periculcfa liter tas quieto fervith. S A l L • 

OKE may venture to affirm, that all honeft and 
d^mterefted Britons of what party foever, if 
they underftood one another, are of the fame 
opinion in points of government : and that the grofs of 
the people, who are impofed upon by terms which they 
do not comprehend, are ll^higs in their hearts. They^ 
are made to believe, that paiuve obedience and non-re< 
iiftance, unlimited power and indefeafible right, have 
Ibmethmg of a venerable and religious meaning in them \ 
whereas in reality they only imply that a king o£ Greats 
Britain has a right to be a tyrant, and that his lubje^s 
are obliged in confdence to be (laves. Were the cafe 
truly and fairly laid before them, they woiild know, that 
when they make a profedipn of ilich principles, they 
renounce their legal cldm to liberty and property, and 
unwarily fubmit to what they really abhor. 

It b our happincfs, under the prcfent reign, to heap 
our king firom the throne exhorting us to be zealous 
ajfertors of the liberties of our country s which exclude 
all pretenfions to an arbitrary, tyrannick, or defpotick 
power. Thofe, who have the misfortune to live under 
fuch a power, have no other law but the will of their 
prince, and confe<juently no privileges, but what are 
E 3 pre- 
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precarious. For diough in fome arbitrary govermneRts 
there may be a body of laws obferved in the ordinary 
forms of jnftice, they are iwt fufficient to fecure any 
rights to the people } becaufe they might be difpenfed 
with> or laid afide at the pleafute of the fovereign. 

And here it very much imports us to confider, that 
arbitrary power naturally tends to make a man a bad 
(bvereign, who might polfibly have been a good one, 
had he been invefted with an authority limited and cir- 
cumfcribed by laws. None can doubt of this tendency 
in arbitrary power, who confider, that it fills the mind 
of man with great and unreafonable conceits of himfelf; 
ralfes him into a belief, that he is of a fuperior fjjecies 
to his fubje<n:s ; extinguifhes in him the principle of 
fear, whith is one of the greateft motives to all duties ; 
and creates an ambition of magnifying himfelf, by the 
exertion of iiich a power in all its mftances. So great 
is the danger, that when a fovereign can dp what he 
will, be will do what he can. 

One of tlie moft arbitrary princes in our age wa? 
Muley Ijhmaely €wperoT*o£.Moroccoy who, after a long 
reign, died about a twelve-month ago. This prince 
was a man of much wit and natural fenfc, of an a<5live 
temper, undaunted courage, and great application. He 
was a defccndent o£ Mahomet; and £o exemplary for 
his adherence to the law o£ his pro{^et, that he ab- 
ftained ail bis life from the tafte of wine ; began the an- 
nual feaft, or Lent oi^amadin^ two months before his 
fubjedsj was frequent in his prayers j and> that he 
might not want opportunities of kneeling, had fixed in 
all the fpaeious courts of his pakee lai^e confecrated 
ftones pointing towards the Eaft, for any occafional ex- 
crcife of his devotion. What might not have been hoped 
from a prince of thefe endowments, had they not all been 
rendered ufelefs and inefFe(5tual to the good of his people 
by the notion of that powtff which they afcribed to him I 
This will appear, if we confider how he exercifed it 
towards his fubjeifls in thofe three great points which 
arc the chief ends of government, the prefer vation of 
their lives, the fecurlty of their fortunes, and the de- 
terminations of jullice between man and man. 

Foreign 
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Foreign envoys, who have given an account of rfieir 
audiences, defcrihe this holy man mounted on horfe- 
back in an open court, with feveral of his Alcc^desy or 
governors ot provinces about him, (bnding barefoot, 
trembling, bowing to the earth, and at every word 
he fpoke, breaking out into paffionate exclamations of 
pntiie, as, Great is the nvifdom of our lord the king s 
Our lord the king /peaks as an angel from heaven. Hap- 
py was the man among them, who was fb-mnch a &• 
vouritc as to be fent on an errand to the moft remote 
flreet in his capital ; which he performed with the great- 
eft alacrity, ran through every puddle that lay in his 
way, and took care to return out of breath and covered 
widi dirt, that he might (hewhimielf a diligent and faith- 
ful minifter* His majefty at the lame time, to exhibit 
the greatnefs of his power, and (hew his horfemanfhip, 
feldom difiniiled the foreigner from his prefence, till he 
had entertained him with the flaughter of two or three 
of his liege fubjefts, whom he very dexteroufly put to 
death widi the tilt of his lance. St. Olouy the French 
envoy, tells us; that when h^ had his laft audience of 
him, he received him in robes juft ftaincd with an exe- 
cution ; and that he was blooded up to his elbows by a 
couple of Moors f whom he had been butchering with 
his own imperial hands. By the calculation of that au- 
thor, and many others, who have fince given an ac- 
count of his exploits, we may reckon that by his own 
arm he killed above forty thoiifand of his people. To 
render himfelf the more awful, he chofe to wear a garb 
of a particular colour when he was bent upon execution ; 
fo that when he appeared in yellow, his great men hid 
themfelves in corners, and durft not pay their court to 
him, till he had fatiated his thirft of blood by the death 
of fome of his loyal commoners, or of fuch unwary of- 
ficers of ftate as chanced to come in his way. Upon 
this account we are told, that the firft news enquired 
after every morning at Mequinez, was, whether the em- 
peror were ftirring, ar^ in a good humour? As this 
prince was a great admirer of architedhire, and employed 
manythoufands in works of that kind, if he did not 
approve the plan of the performance, it was ufual for 

him 
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him to fhew the ddkacy of his tafie by demoltfiking the 
buikling> and putting to death all that Ind a hand in it* 
I have heard but of one inilance of his mercy ; which 
was ihewn to the mafter of an EngUJh ve(&l. This our 
countryman prefented him mch a curious hatchet, which 
he received very gracioufly; and aiking htm whether 
it had a good ec^e^ tryed it upon the donor, who flip* 
ping a£ck from &e blow, efcaped with die lofs only of 
his right ear ; for old Muley^ upon fecond thoughts^ 
conddedng that it was not one of his own fubjeds, 
flopped his hand, and would not fend him to paradife» 
I cannot quit this article of his tendemefs for tlie lives 
of his people, without mentioning one df his queens, 
whom he was remarkably fond of ; as aUb a favourite 
prime minifter who was very dear to him. The firft 
died by a kick of her lord the king, when (he was big 
with child, for having gathered a flowor as fhe was walk- 
ing widi him in his pleafure garden. The other was 
baftinadoed to death by his majefty ; who, repenting 
of the drubs he had given him when it was too late, to 
manifeft his efteem for the memory of fo worthy a man^ 
executed die iurgeon that could not cure him. 

This abfblute monarch was as notable a guardian of 
the fortunes, as of the lives of his fubjedts. When any 
man among his people grew rich, in order to keep him 
from being dangerous to the (late, he ufed to iend for 
all his goods and chattels. His governors of towns 
and provinces, who formed themfelves upon the csl* 
Bmple of y^tir Grand Monar^tf pra6i:ifed rapine, vio- 
lence, extortion, and all the arts of defpotick govern- 
ment in their refpedtive diftrifts, that they might be the 
better enabled to make him their yearly prelents. For 
the greateft of his viceroys could only propoie to him- 
feif a comforuble iubfiftence out of die plunder of his 
province, and was in certain danger of being recalled or 
hanged, if he did not remit the bulk of it to his dread 
fovereign. That he might make a right u(e of thefe 
prodigious treafores, which flwved in to him from alt 
the parts of his wide empire, he took care to bury them 
under ground, by the ^lands of his moft trufty flaves, 
and dien cut their throats, as the molt eficclual method 

to ; 
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to keep them from making difcoveries. Thefe were 
kis ivqys and means for railing money, by which he 
weakened the hands of the factious, and in any cafe of 
emergency could employ the whole wealth of his em- 
pire, which he had thus amafled together in his fubter- 
raneous exchequer. 

As there is no fuch thing as property under an arbi- 
trary government, you may learn what was Mu/ey IJh* 
viaeVs notion of it from the following ftory. Being 
upon the road, amidft his life-guards, a little before the 
time of the Ram-Feafl^ he met one of his Alcaydes at 
the head of his (ervants, who were driving a great flock 
of iheep to market. The onperor aflced whofe they 
were : The Alcayde aniwered ivith profound fubmiffion^ 
Tkey are miney Ilhmael, fan o/^£lcherif, of the line 
of Haflian. Thine ! fhou fon of a cuckold^ faid this 
SERVANT OF THE LoRD, I thought I had been the 
only proprietor in this country ; upon which he run him 
through the body with his lance, and very pioufly dif« 
tributed the flieep among his guards for the celebration 
of the feaft. 

His determinations of juftice between man and man, 
were indeed very fiimmary and decifive, and generally 
put an end to the vexations of a law-fuit, by the ruin 
both of plantifF and defendant. Travellers have re- 
corded ibme fample of this kind, which may give us an 
idea of the bleflings of bis adminHlration. One of his 
Alcaydes complaining to him of a wife, whom he had 
received from his majefty's hands, and therefore could 
not divorce her, that fhe ufcd to pull him by the beard ; 
the emperor, to redrefs this grievance, ordered his 
beard to ly plucked up by the roots, that he might not 
he liable to any more fuch affronts. - A country farmer 
having accufcd fbme of his negro guards for robbing 
him of a drove of oxen, the emperor readily fhot the 
offenders : but afterwards demanding reparation of the 
accufer, for the lofs of fb many brave fellows, and 
finding him infblvent, compounded the matter with 
him by taking away his life. There are many other 
inftances of the fame kind. I mufl obferve however 
under this head, that the only good thing he is cele- 
brated 
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brated for^ during his whole reign> was die clearing 
of the roads and highways of robbers, with which 
they ufed to be very much infefted. But his me- 
thod was to flay man, woman, and child, who lived 
within a certain diftance from the place, where the 
robbery was committed. This extraordinary piece of 
juffice could not but have its effe^, by maldng every 
road in his empire uniafe for the profeflion of a free* 
booter. 

I muft not omit this emperor*s reply to Sir Cioudejfy 
Shovel^ who had taken fcveral of his fubjcfts by way 
of reprifal for the Englijh captives that were detained 
in his dominions. Upon the admiral's offering to ex- 
change them on very advantagious terms, this good 
emperor fent him word, the fubjedts he had taken were 
poor men, not worth the ranfoming ; and that he might 
throw them over board, or deftroy them otherwife, at 
he pleafed. 

Such was the government of Muley IJhmaely thefer^ 
y(int*Qf Gody the emperor of the fmthfuly tuho *was cou^ 
ragious in the nvay of the Lord^ the nobhy the good* 
, To conebde tins account, which is extraded from 
the beft authorities : 1 (hall only obferve that he was 
a great admirer of hb late moft Chriftian majefty. In 
a ktter to him, he compliments him with the title of 
Joveretgn arbiter of the aiiions and 'wills of his people^ 
And in a book publiffaed by a French man, who was 
(ent to hira as an ambailkdor, is the followuig paffage, 
He is ahfolute in his flat esy and often compares himfelf 
to the entperor of France, luho he fays is the only perfon 
that knows hotv to reign like himfelf and to make his will 
the law. 

This was that emperor of France^ to whom the per- 
{bn who has a great mind to be king of thefe realms 
owed his education, and from whom he learned his 
notions of government. What ihould hinder one, 
whofe mind is fo well feafbned with fiich prepofTedions, 
from attempting to copy after his patron, in the exerdfe 
of ilich a power ; efpecially conddering that the party 
who efpoufe his intereft, never fail to compliment a 
prince that diAributes all his places among them*, with 

unli* 
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unlimited power on his part, and unconditional obedi- 
ence on that of his fubjeif^s. 



N^ II* Friday y January 27. 



HONI SdiT qui MAL Y PBNSB* 

BY our latefl advices, both from town and country, 
it appears, that the ladies of Great-Brit am y whd 
are able to hear armsy that is, to finilc or frown 
to any purpoie, have already begun to cortiffiit hoftili^ 
ties upon the men of each oppofite party. To this end 
we are afTured, that many of them on both fides e:>:if^ 
cifs before their glaflcs every morning ; that they haVe 
already cafhiered feveral of their followers as mutineers^ 
who Lave contradided thon in (bme political cotft^eria- . 
tions 5 and that the Whig ladies in particular delSgft very 
(bon to have a general teview of their forces at a play 
befpokto by one of their leaders. This fett of ladieft, 
indeed, as they daily do duty at court, are much more 
expert in the ufe of their airs and graces than their fe- 
male ant^onifts, who are moft of them bred in the 
country ; fo that the fifterhood of loyaKfts, in refped 
of the fair malecontents, are like m army of regular 
forces, compared with a raw undifclpllned militia. ' 

It is to this misfortune in their education that we msly 
afcribe th6 rude and opprobrious language With which 
the cUfafieded part of the fex treat the prefent royal fa- 
mily. A little lively ruftick, who hath been trained up 
in ignorance and prejudice, will prattle treafon a whole 
winter's evening and ftring together a parcel of filly 
feditious (lories, that are equally void of decency and 
truth. Nay, you fometimes meet with a zealous matron, 
who fets up for the pattern of a parifli, uttering fuch 
inveftives as are highly mifbecoming her, both as a 
wom^n and A fubjcdt. In anfwer therefore to fuch dif- 

loyal 
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loyal Termagants, I (hall repeat to them a fpeech of 
the hotieft and blunt duke du Suliy to an aflembly of 
Popijh ladies, who were railing very bitterly againfl: 
Henry the fourth, at his acccflion to the French throne ; 
Ladies f faid he, you have a very good kingj if you kn(nv 
*wken you are lueli, Honuever fet your hearts at reji^ 
for he is not a man to be fcolded or fcratched out of his 
kingdom. 

But as I never care to fpeak of the fair fex, unlcfs 
I have an occafion to praife them, I (hall take my leave 
of thefe ungentle damfels ; and only beg of them, not 
to make themfelves lefs amiable than nature deligned 
^em, by being rebels to the bcft of their abilities, and 
endeavouring to bring their country into bloodfhed and 
conftifion. Let me therefore recommend to them the 
example of thofe beautiful adbciates, wliom I mentioned 
• in my eighth paper, as I have received the particulars 
of their behaviour from the perfon with whom I lodged 
their aflbciation. 

This aflbciation being written at length in a large 
roll oi the fineft vellum, with three diftindt columns for 
the maids, wives, and widows, was opened for the fub* 
fcribers near a fortnight ago, Never was a fubfcription 
for a rafie or an opera more crouded. There is (carce 
a celebrated beauty about town that you may not find 
in one of the three lifts ; infomuch that if a man who 
did not know the defign, (hould read only the names of 
the fubfcribers, he would fancy every column to be a 
catalogue of toafts. Mr. Motteux has been heard to 
fay more than once, that if he had the portraits of all 
the ailbciates, they would make a finer auftion of pic* 
tures, than he or any body elfe had ever exhibited. 

Several of thefe ladies indeed criticifed upon the 
form of the aflbciation. One of them, after the peru- 
fal of it wondered that among the features to be ufed 
in defence of their country, there was no mention made 
of teeth; upon which (he fmilcd very charmingly, and 
difeovered as fine a fett as ever eye beheld/ Anotlier, 
who was a talt lovely prude, holding up her head itf 
a moft majeftic manner, (sdd, with feme dildain, fhe 
lliought a good neck might have done his majefty as 

much 
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mach fervice as finiles or dimples. A third looked 
upon the ailbciation as defeftive, becaufe fo necefTary 
a word as hands wa^ omitted ; and by her manner of 
taking up the pen, it was eafy to guefe the reafon of her 
objcdHon. 

Mo ft of the perfons who aflbciatcd, have done much 
more than by the letter of the aflbciation they were 
obliged to ; having not only fet their names to it, but 
fobicribed their feveral aids and fubfidies for the car- 
Tying on fo good^a caufe. In the virgiif column is one 
who (iibfcribes fifteen lovers, all of them good men and 
true. There is another who fubfcribes five admirers, 
with one tall handfome black man fit to be a colonjj. 
In (hort, there is fcarce one in this lift who does not 
engage herfelf to fupply a quota of briflc young fel- 
Jows, many q£ diem already equipt with hats and fea- 
thers. Among the reft, was a pretty fprightly coquette, 
with {jparkiing eyes, who fubfcribed two quivers of 
arrows. 

In the column of^wives, thefirft \Vho took pen in hand 
writ her own name and one vafTal, meaning her huf- 
band. Another fublcribcs her -huftiand and three fons. 
Another her huiband and fix coach-horfes . Moft jn this 
catalogue paired them(elves with their refpedlive mates, 
aniweringfor them as men of honeft principles, and fit 
for the fervice. 

AC B, There were two in this column that wore af- 
fociation ribbons : the firft of them fiibfcribcd her huf- 
bondy and her huiband's friend ; the fecond a hulband 
and five lovers; but upon enquiry into their charafters, 
they are both of them found to be Tories y who hung 
out falfe colours to be fpics upon the aflbciation, or to 
infiuuate to the World by their fubfcriptions^ as if a 
lady of Whig principles could love any man befides h«r 
hufband. 

The widows column is headed by a fine woman who 
calls hcr{e\£ Boad/cea^ and fubfcribes fix hundred te- 
nants. It was indeed obferved that the ftrength of the 
aflbciation lay moft in this column > every widow, in 
proportion to her jointure, having a great number 
of admirers, and moft of them diilinguiftied as able men., 
F Thofe 
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Thofe who havc,exainined this lift, compute that there 
may be three segiments raifed out of it, ia which there 
fhall not be one man under fix foot high. 

I mud: not conclude this account, without taking 
notice of the As s o c i a t i o n-R i b b o n, by which 
theie beautiful confederates have agreed to diftinguifh 
themfelves. It is indeed fo very pretty an ornament^ 
that I wonder any Englijh woman will be without it. 
A lady of the Association, who bears this badge 
of allegiance if|jon her breaft, naturally produces a 
deiire in every male-beholder of gaimng a place in a 
heart which carries on it fuch a viiible mark of its 
fidelity. When the beauties of our ifland are thus 

,^^ indubious to (hew their principles, as well as their 
charms, they raife the fentiments of their country- 

• men, and infjjire them at. the fame time both with, 
loyalty and love. - What numbers of profelytes may 
wc not expert; when thfe moft amiable of the Britons 
thus exhibit to their admirers the only terms upon 
which they are to hope for any corxefpondence or al- 
liance with them ! It is well known that the greateft 
blow the French nation ever received, was. the drop- 
ping of a fine lady's garter, in the reign of king Ed^ 
'Vizard the third. The moft remarkable battles which 
have been fince gained over that nation, were fought ^ 
under the aufpices of a blue Ribbon. As our Britijh 
ladies have ftill the fame feces, and our men the fame 
hearts, why may we not hope for the fame glorious 
atchievements mm the influence of this beautiful 
bread-knot ? 




Monday^ 
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N^ 12. Monday y January ^o. 



^apropter y de fumma faliite vejira^ P, Ct de veftris 
conjugibus ac I'therisy de aris ac fo^Sy de fanis ac 
teinplisy de totius urbis te^ts ac fedibnsy de i?nperiOf 
de libertaiey de falute patriae y deque univei'fa repub" 
lica decernlte ailigentery ut injiiiuijiisy ac for titer. 

Cjc. 

THIS day having been fet apart by publick 
authority to raife in iis^an abliorrerxe of the 
GREAT REBELL 10 Ny u hich involved 
the nation in fo many calamities, and ended in the 
murder of their fovereign, it may not be unfeafonable 
tc Ihew the guilt of rebellion in pjeneral, zxA of that 
rebellion in particular which is iilrred up againft his 
prefent majefty. 

That rebellion is one of tlie moft hainons crimes 
<which it is in the po^cr of man to commit, may ap- 
pear from feverai conflJeration?, f'trjly As it dcdroys 
the end of all government, and the benLfits of civil 
fociety. Government was inilittUcd for mrsintr.i:iing 
the peace, fafety, and happinefs of a people. Thefe 
great ends are brought about by a general conformity 
and fubmiflion to that frame of laws which is efta- 
blifhed in every community, for the proteftion'^f die 
innocent, and the pnnifcment of the guilty. As on 
the one fide, men are fecured in the quiet poileidion of 
their lives, properties, and every thing, they have a 
right to : . fb on the other fide, thofe who offer them 
any injury in thefe paxdculars, are fubjedl to penalties 
proportioned to their rfefpeftive offences. Govern* 
inent therefore mitigates die inequality of power a* 
jnong particular pcrfons, and nukes^ an innocent man, 
though of the lowed rank, d matoh fof the mightieft 

Fa- rf 
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of his fellow-iubje^s 5 fince he has the force of the 
whole community on his fide, which is ablf to con- 
troul the infolence or injuftice of any private opprcf-. 
for. Now rebellion difappoints all thefe ends and be- 
nefits of government, by railing a power in oppofition 
to that authority which has been eftablifhed among a 
people for their mutual welfare and defence. So that 
rebellion is as great an evil to fociety, as government 
itfeif is a blefllng. 

In the next place, rebellion is a violation of all tbofe 
engagements, which every government exads from fuch 
pcrfons as live under it ; and confequently, the moft 
bafe and pernicious inftance of treachery and perfidi- 
oufnefs. The guilt of rebellion incrcafes in proportion 
as thefe engagements are more folemn and obligatory. 
I'hus, if a man makes his way to rebellion through 
perjury, he gives additional horrors to that crime, 
which is in itfeif of the blackeft nature. 

We may likewife cbnCidcr rebellion as a greater 
complication of wickednefs than any other crime we 
can commit. It is big with rapine, ikcrilege, aiidmBff<« 
der. It is dieadful in its miideft cfTedls, as it impo- 
vcrifhes the publick ; ruins particular families ; begets 
and perpetuates hatreds among fcllow-fubjedls, friends, 
and relations ; makes a country the feat of war and 
defolation, and cxpofes it to the attempts of its foreign 
enemies. In fhort, as it is impoffible for it to take 
effed, or to make tlie fmalleft progrefs, but tl^rough a 
continued courfe of violence and bloodftied ; a robber 
or a murderer looks like an innocent pian, when we 
compare liim with a rebel. 

I fl*li only add, that as in the fubordinations of a 
government the king is offended by any infults or op- 
politions to an inferior magiftrate, fo the fovereign . 
ruler of jht univerfe is affronted by a breach of alle- 
giance to tliofe whom he has fet over us ; providence 
having delegated to tiie fnpreme magiftrate in every 
country the fame power for the good of men> which 
that fupreme magiftrate transfers to thofe feveral officers 
and fubfHtutes who aft under him, for the prefcrving 
of order and j ollice. 

IJow 
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Now if we take a ^icw of the prefent rebellion which 
is fonned agakift his majefty, we ihall find in it all the 
guilt that IS !iatarally inherait in this crime^ without 
any fingle circnmftance to alleviate it. Infarredions 
•among a people to refpiie themfelves from the mod 
violent and illegal oppre/Tions ; to tlirow off a tyranny 
that makes property precarious, and life painml ; to 
preferve their laws and their religion to themfelves and 
their pofterity ; are excufed from the neceflity of fuch 
on undettakingy when no other means are le^ for the 
fecnrity of every thing that is dear and valuable to 
reafonable creatures. By the frame of our conftitu* 
tion, the duties of protection and allegiance are reci- 
procal ; and as the fafety of a community is the ulti- 
mate end and defign oCgovernment^ when tliis, inflead 
of being preferved, is manifeftly deibroyed, civil focie- 
■tics are excufable before God and man, if they endear 
voiir to recover themfelves out of fo miierable a con- * 
dition. For, in fuch a cafe, government becomes an 
evil indead of a blefling, and is not at all preferrable 
to a ftate of anarchy and- mutual independence. For 
thefe reafons, we have fcarce ever yet heard of an in- 
iurredtion that was not either coloured witli grievances 
of the higheft kind, or countenanced by one or more 
branches of the legiflature. But the prefent rebellion 
is formed againft a king, whole right has been edablifh- 
edby frequent parliaments of all parties, and recognized 
by the moft folemn oaths ; who has not been charged 
with one illegal proceeding ; who afts in perfe^ con- 
cert with the lords and commons of the realm ; who is 
famed for his equity and goodnefs, and has already very 
much advanced the reputation and intcreft of our coun- 
try. The guilt therefore of this rebellion has in it all 
the moft aggravating circumftances ; which will dill 
appear more plainly, if we coniider in the fiift place 
the real motives to it. 

The rebellion, which was one of the moft flagitious ' 
in itfelf, and defcribed with the moft horror, by hifto- , 
•rians, is that of Cataline^ and his aflbciaics. Their 
motives to it-are difplayed at large by the Roman writ- 
ers, in order to infpire the reader with the utmoft de-- 
F 3 tcftation 
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tcftation of it, Cataiine^ the chief of the rebellion, 
had been difappointed in his competition for one o£ 
the firft offices in the government, and had involved 
himfelf in fnch private debts and difficulties, as nothing 
could extricate him out of, but the ruin c^ an adnii« 
niftration that would not intruft him with pofts of ho- 
nour or profit. His principal accomplices were men. 
of the fame chara^er, and animated by the fame incen- 
tives. They complained that power was lodged in 
the hands of the worft, to the qjpreflion of the heft ; 
and that places were conferred on unw<Mrthy men, to 
the exckfion of themfelves and their friends. Many a£ 
them were afraid of publick juftice for paft crimes, and 
fbmc oi them ftood actually condemned as trators to 
their country. Thcfe were joii^d by men of defperate 
fortunes, who hoped to find their account in the con* 
fofions of their country, were applauded by the mean- 
eft of the rabble, who always delighted in change, and 
privately abetted by pcrfons of a confiderable figur^y 
who aimed at thofe honours and preferments which 
were m the poflefTion of their rivals, Thefe are the 
motives with which Cata/hte*s rebellicm is branded in 
hiftory, and which are exprelly mentioned by Sallnfi. 
I fhall^ leave it to every unprejudiced reader to compare 
them with the motives which have kindled the prefent 
rebellion in his majefly's dominions. 

As this rebellion is of the moft- criminal nature fi-oni 
its motives, fo it is likewile if we confider its c/^nfe- 
quences. ShouW it fiicceed, (a fnppofition which, God 
be thanked, is very extravagant) whatmuft be the na- 
tural efFedls of it upon oar religion ! What could we 
exped: from an army, bleft by the Pope, headed by ft 
zealous Roman-Cafholick, encouraged by the moft bi- 
gotted princes of the church of Rome, fupported by 
conttibutioos not only from thefe feveral potentates?, 
but from the wealthieft of their convents, aiid officered 
' by IrijTy Papifls and out-kws 1 Can we imagine that the 
Rovian-Cath'ol'icks of our owa nation would fo heartily 
embark in an enterprize, to the vidble hctzard of their 
lives and fortunes, did they only hope to enjoy their 
religion under tliofe lav.T which are now in force ? In 

llwrt^ 
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fhort, the danger to the Proteflant caufe is fo manlfeft, 
that it woald be an afiront to the undcrftanding of the 
reader to endeavour &rther to prove it. 

Arbitrary power is fo interwoven with Popery, and 
ib neceilary to introduce it^ ib agreeable to the education 
of the pretender, fb conformable to the principles of his 
adherents, and fo natural to the iniblence of conquerors^ 
tiiat (houid our invader gain the fovercign power by vi- 
olence, there is no doubt but he would preferve it by 
tyranny. I ihall leave to the reader^s own confideration 
the change of property in general, and the utter ex- 
tinction of it in our national funds, the inundation of 
nobles without eftates, prelates • without bifhopricks^ 
officers civil and jnilitary without places ; and in fhort, 
the leveral occafions of rapine and revenge, which 
would neceiTarily enfiie upon fiiph a ^tal revolution. 
But by the blefhng of providence, and the wifdom of 
. ht» majefly^ adminiflration, this melancholy profpecfl is 
as diftant as it is dreadful. 

Thefe are the confequences which would neceflarily 
attend the fuccefs of the prefent rebellion. But we 
will now fuppofe that the event of it fhould for fome 
. time renxain doubtful. In tliis cafe we are to expert 
all the miferies of a civil war: nay, the armies of the 
greateft foreign princes would be ftibfifted, and all the 
battles of Europe fought in England, The rebels have 
already (hewn us, that they want no inclination to pro- 
mote their caufe Isy fire and (word, where they have an 
opportunity of praftifing their barbarities. Should fnch 
a fierce and rapacious hoft of men, as that which is 
now in the Highlands falLdown into our country that 
is fo well peopled, adorned and cultivated^ how would 
their march be difUnguifhed by ravage and devaftation ! 
Might not we fay of them in the fublime and beautiful 
words of the prophet, defcribing the 'progrefs of an en- 
raged army from the North ; Before them is as the garden 
^Eden, and behind them as the defolate 'wilder ne fs i 
yeay and nothing [hall efcape them, , 
' What then can we think of a party, who woi^ld plunge 
tlieir native coutitry into fuch evils as thefe ; "when the 
only avowed motive for their proceedings is a point of 

theory^ 
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theory, that has been alreaiy determined bythofe wlifc> 
-are proper judges, and in whole determinations we have 
fo many years acquidTced. if the calamities of die natia«i 
in general can make no imprelEon on them, let them 
atleaft, in pity to themfelves, their £riends and depen- 
dents, forbear all open and fecret methods of encou- 
raging a rebellion, lo deftrnitive, and fo unprovoked. 
Ail human probabilities are againft them ; and thcy'can- 
•not«xpeafoccefs, but from a miraculous interpofition 
of the Almighty. And this we may with all ChrifHan 
humility hope, will not nim againfi us, who obferve 
thofe oaths which we have made in his prefence; who 
are zealous for the fafety of that religion, which we 
think moft acceptable in his fight; and who endeavour 
to preferve that conftitution which is moft conducive to 
the happinefs of our country. 

N*^ 13. Friday, February 3. 

Jgnavuvi fucGs pccus a praefeplbus arcent. V i r g . 

THE moft common, and Indeed the moft natu- 
ral divifion of all offences, is into thofe of o- 
miffion, and thofe of commiffion. We may 
make the fame divifion of that particular fet of crimes 
which regard human fociety. The greateft crime whicli 
can be commited againft it is rebellion, as was flicwn 
in my laft paper. The greateft crime of omiffion, is an 
indifference in the particiiiay:' members of a fociety, when 
a rebellion is a^hialiy bcgun^araong them. In fuch a 
junfture though a man maty b^ innocent of tlie great 
breach which is made upon government, he is highly 
culpable, if he does not ufe all the means that are fuit- 
able to his ftation for reducing the community into its 
former ftate of peace and good order. 

Our 
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Our obligation to be adlive on fuch an occaCon ap- 
pears from the very nature of civil government ; \vhich 
is an inftitution, whereby we are all confederated toge- 
ther for our mutual defence and fecurity. Men who pro- 
fefs a ftate of neutrality in times of publick danger, de- 
fert the common intercft of their fellow-fubjefts 5 and 
a6t with independence to that conilitution into which 
they are incorporated. The fafety of the whole requires 
>ur joint endeavours. When this is at ftakc, the in- 
different are not properly a. part of the community; or 
rather are like dead limbs, which are an incumbrance 
to the body, inft-ead of being of ufe to it. Befides 
that, the prgteftion which all receive from the fame 
government, juftly calls upon the gratitude of all to 
(irengtken it, as well as upon their felf-intereft to pre- 
fer ve it. 

But farther ; if men, who in their hearts are friends 
to a government, forbear giving it their utmoft aflift- 
ance againil its enemies, they put it in the power of a 
few defperate men to ruin the welfare of thole who are 
much fuperior to them in ftrength, number, and intereft. 
It was a remarkable law of Solon^ the great legiflator 
of the /Athenians y that any perfon who in the civil tu- 
mults and commotions of the republick remained neuter 
or an indifferent fpe6tator of tlie contending parties, 
fhould, after the re-eftabli(hment of the publick peace, 
forfeit all his pofleflions, and be condemned to perpe- 
tual baniihment. This law made it neceffary for every, 
citizen to take his party, becaufe it was highly probable 
the majority would be fo wife as to efpoufe that caufe 
which was mofl agreeable to the publick weal, and by 
that means hinder a (edition from making a (uccefsful 
progrefs. At leaft every prudent and honeft man who 
might otherwife favour any indolence in his own tem- 
per, was hereby engaged to be adlive, fuch a one would 
be furetojoinhimfelf to that fide which had the good 
of their country moft at heart. For this reafon their 
famous law-giver condemned the perfons who fate idle 
in divifions fo dangerous to the government, as aliens 
to the community, and therefore to be cut off from it 
as unprofitable members. 

Farther; 
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Fartha: ; indifFerence cannot but be criminal, vihen 
it is converfant about objects which are fb far from be- 
ing of ail indiflPcrent nature, that they arc of the higheft 
importance to ourfelves aiid our country. If it be mdif- 
ierent to us whether we arc free fubjedls or flaves ; whe- 
ther our prince be of our own religion, or of one* that 
obliges him to extirpate it ; we are in the right to give 
ourfelves no trouble in the prefent jundlure. A man 
^vems himfelf by the dilates of virtue and good fenfe, 
vfho adts without zeal or pafHon in points that -are of no 
confequence : but when the whole communityis fhaken, 
and the fafety of the publick endangered, the appearance 
•of a philofophical or an afre(fted indolence muU arife ei- 
ther from ftupidity, or perfidioufnefs. 

When in the divillon of parties among us, men only 
ftrove for the firft place in the prince's favour : 'whcji 
all were attached to the fame form of government, and 
contended only for the higheft offices in it ; a prudent 
and an honeft man might look upon the ftruggle with 
indifFerence, and be in no great pain for the fuccefs. of 
eiAer fide. Biit at prefent the conteft is not in reality 
between Ifhigs and Tories^ but between Loyalljls and 
Rebels, Our country is not now divided into two par- 
ties, who propofe the fame end by different means ; 
but into luch as would prefer\'e, and fuch as would 
defboy it, Whatever denominations- we might range 
ourfelves under in former times, nien who have any 
natural love to their country, or fenfe of their duty, 
fhould exert their united ftcength in a caufe that i$ 
common to all parties, as they are Proteflants and 
Britons. In fuch a cafe, an avowed indifference is 
treachery to our fellow-fubjedls ; and a lukewarm al* 
Jegiance may prove as pernicious in its confequcnces aft 
treafon. 

I need not repeat here what I have proved at large in 
« former paper, that we are obliged to an adive obedi- 
ence by the folcmn oaths we have taken to his majefty ; 
and that the neutral kind of ii)difFerence, which is the 
fubjcd of this paper, falls fhort of that obligation tliey 
4ie under, who have taken (uch oaths ; as will eafily 
^ appear 
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appear to any one who confiders the form of thofc fa- 
cred and religious engagements. 

How dieii can any man ahfwer it to himfelf, if, for 
the fake of managing his intereft or chamber among, a. 
party, or out of any perfpnal' pique to thofe who ore the 
. moft confpicuous for their zeal in his majefty's fervicc^ 
or fix)m any other private and felf-interefted motive, he 
(lands as a looker-on when the government is attacked 
by an open rebellion ; efoecially when thofe engaged 
in it, canhot have the leaA profpedt of fuccefs, but by 
the afliftance of the ancient and hereditary enemies to 
the . Britijh nation. It is. ftrange that thdfe lukewarm 
friends to the government, whofe zeal for their fove- 
reign rifes and falls with their credit at court, do not 
confider, before it be too late, that as tfaey ftrengthen 
the rebels by their prefent indi^erence, they at thq fan^i 
time eftablifh the intereft of thofe who are theb rivals 
and competitors for publick pofts of honour. When 
there is an end put to this reb^lion, thcfe gentlemen 
cannot pretend to have had any merit in fo good' a work 
and they may well believe the nation will never care to 
fee thcife men in the higheft offices of trufl:, who 
when tfaey are out of diem^ will not ftir a finger in its 
defence. 




Monday^ 
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N^ 14. Monday^ February 6. 

Penculofum eft credere^ et non credere ; 
Utriufaue exemplum hreviter exponatn ret. 
Hippohtus obiity quia novercae credit um ejl : 
Cajfandrae quia non creditumy ruit Ilium. 
Ergo exphranda efi Veritas y muitumpriusp 
. ^am Jlulta pravejudicet fententia, P H A E D , 

HAVING in the feventh paper confidered many 
of thofe falfehoods by which the caufe of our 
malecontents is fupported ; I fhaii here fpeak 
■lof that extravagant credulity, which difpofes each par- 
ticular member of their party to believe them. This 
ftrange alacrity in believing abfurdity and inconfiftence 
may be called the Politifal Faith of a Tory. 

A perfon who is thoroughly endowed with this po-. 
'Ktical foith, like a man in a dream, is entertained from 
one end of his life to the other with objc6h that have 
no reality or exiftence. He is daily nourifhcd and kept 
in humour by fiction and delufion ; and may be compa- 
red to the old obftinate knight in Rabelaisy that every 
morning (wallowed a chimera for his breakfaft. 

This political feith of a malecontent is altogether 
jfounded on hope. He does not give credit to any thing 
becauie it is probable, but bccaufe it; is pleafing. His 
-wifhes ferve him inftead of reafons, to confirm the truth 
of what he hears. There is no report fo incredible or 
contradidlory in itfelf which- he doth not chearfuUy 
believe, if it tends to the advancement of the caufe. In 
fhort, a malecontent who is a good believer has gene- 
rally reafon td repeat the celebrated rant of an ancient 
father, Credo qtaa impojjibile ejl : wliich is as much as 
to fay. It muji be truey becaufe it is impoffible* 

It has been very well obfcrved, that the moft credu- 
lous man in the world is the Atheift, who believes the 

univerfe 
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univerfc to be the production of chance. In the feme 
manner^ a Tory:, who is the greateft believer in what is 
improbable, is the greateft infidel in what is certain. 
Let a friend to the government relate to him a matter 
of &^, he turns away his ear from him, and gives him 
the lye in every look. Butifoneofhisownftampfhould 
tell him that the king of S^weden would be fuddenly at 
Pert by and that his army is now adhially marching thi- 
ther upon the ice ; he hugs himfelf at the good news^ 
and gets drunk upon it before he coes to- bed. This 
fort of people puts one in mind of ftveral towns oiEu* 
rope that are inacceflible on the one fide, while they lie 
open and unguarded on the other. The minds of our 
malecontents are indeed fo depraved with thofe-falfe* 
hoods which they are perpetuzdly imbibing, th^ they 
have a natural relifli tor error, and have quite loft 
the tafte of truth in political matters. I (hall there- 
fore difiniis this head with a faying of king Charlet 
the iecond. This monarch, when he was at IVindfor^ 
ufed to amufe himfelf with the converfetion of the fa- 
mous Vojfiusy who was full of ftories relating to die an- 
tiquity, learning, and mannefs of the Chinefe ; and at 
the fame time a free-thinker in points of religion. The 
king upon hearing him repeat fome incredible accounts 
of thefe Eaftern people, turning to thofe who were a- 
bout him, This^harned divine y faidhe, // averyjlrangc 
man : he believes every thing but the Bible* 

Having thus far confidered the political faith of the # 
party as it regards matters of fad, let us in the next 
place take a view of it with refpc<5l to thofe dodlrines 
which it embraces, and which are the fundamental 
points whereby they are diftinguifhed from thofe, whom 
they ufed to reprefent as enemies to the conftitution in 
church and ftate. How far their great articles of poli- 
tical faith, with re(pcd to our ecclefiaftical and civil 
government, are confiflent with themfelves, and agree- 
able to reafon and truth, may be feen in the following 
paradoxes, which are the cfTentials of a Tory\ creed, 
with relation to political matters. Under the name of 
Tories^ I do not here comprehend mqititudes of weli- 
G dcfigning 
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defigningmen, who were formerly included under that 
denomination; but are now in the intercft of his ma- 
jefty and the prefent government. Thefe have already 
feen the evil tendency of fuch principles, which are 
the Credenda of the party, as it is oppofite to that of 
the JVhigs. 

ARTICLE I. 

That the church o£ England wiW be always in danger^ 
till it has a Fopiih king £ot its defender. 
IL 
That, for the.fafety of the church, no fubje^ Hiould 
be tolerated in any religion different from the cfta- 
blifhed ; but that the head of our church may be of 
that religion which is moft repugnant to it. 
III. 
That the Prote{|;ant intereft in this nation, and in 
all Europe y could not but fiourifh under the 'protedHon 
of one, who thinks himfelf obliged, on pain of dam-> 
nation, to diO all that lies in his power for the extirpa- 
tion of it. 

IV. 
That we may fafely rely upon the promiles of one, 
i^hofe religion allows him to make them, and at the 
iame time obliges him to break them. 

V. ^ 

That a good man (hould have a greater abhorrence 
of Prefbyterianiim, which is perverfenefs, than of Po- 
pery, whidi is but idolatry. 
VI. 
That a perfbn who hopes to be king xA England by 
the afliftance of France j would naturally adhere to the 
Briiift7 intercft, which is always oppofite to tliat of the 
FreKcb. 

VII. 
That a man has no opportunities of learning how to 
govern the people of England in any foreign country, 
ib well as in France. 

VIII. 
That ten millions of people (hould rather choofe to 
fall into flavery, than not acknowledge their prince to 

be 
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be invfefted with an hereditary and indefeafible right of 
oppreifion. 

IX. 
Xhat we are obliged in cdnfcience to become fnbjefts 
of a duke of Savoy, or of a French king, rather than 
enjoy for our fovereign a prince, who is the firft of the 
royal blood in the Proteftant line. 
X. 
That non-refiftance is the d&ty of every Chriftian, 
whilfl he is in a good place. 

• XI. 5^ . 

That we ought to profefs the do^^e of paflive- 
obedience till fuch time as nature r^(9& Jigainft pin- 
ciple, that is, till we are put to the neceflity of prac- 
tiiing it. 

XII. 
That the Papifts have tak^i up arms to defend the. 
church of England with the utmoft hazard of their lives, 
and* fortunes. 

XIII. 
That there is an unwarrantable fadion in this ifland^ 
coniifting of king, lords, and commons, 
XIV. 
That the legiflaturc, when there is a majority of 
Wkigs in it, has not power to make laws. 
XV. ' 
That an aft of parliament to impower the king to 
(ecure (ufpcfted perfons in times of rebellion, is the 
means to eftablifli the fovereign on the throne, and 
confequently a great infringement of the liberties of the 
fubjeft. 




<jr^ frUay^ 
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N^ 15. Friday y February 10. 



^ Auxiliumy quoniam Jic cogitis ipjiy 

Dixit J ah hofle peiam : vultus avertite veflrosy 

Si quis amicus adeft\: et Gorgonis extulit ora. Ovid. 

IT is with great pleafure that I fee a race of female- 
patriots fpringing up in this ifland. The faireft 
among the daughters of Great Britain no longer 
confine their cares to a domeftick life, but arc grown 
anxious for the welfare of their country, and fhew them- 
felves good ftatefwomen as well as good houfewives. 

Our fhe-confederates keep pace with us in quafhing 
that rebellion which had begun to fpread itfelf among 
part of the fair fex. If the men who are true to their 
king and country, have taken Prejion and Perthy the 
ladies have poffefled thcmfelves of the opera and the 
pky-lioufe with as little oppofition or bloodflied. The 
non-refifting women, like their brothers in the High^ 
lands y think no poft tenable againfl an army that makes 
fb fine an appearance ; and dare not look them in tlie 
face, when they are drawn up in battlesarray. * 

As an inftance of the chearfulnefs in our fair fellow- 
fubje<5ls, to oppofe the defigns of the pretender, I did 
but fuggcft in one of my former papers. That the fan 
7mght be made ufe of nvith good fuccefs againfl Popery ^ 
by exhibiting the corruptions of the cpurch of Rome in 
various figures ; when immediately they took the hint, 
and have fincc had frequent confultations upon feveral 
ways and methods to make the fan nfefuL They have 
unanimoufly agreed upon the following refolutions, 
which are indeed very fuitable to ladies who are at the 
fame time the moft beautiful and the moft loyal of their 
fox. To hide their faces behind the fan, when they 
obfcrvc a Tory gazing^ upon them. Never to peep 

through 
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through it, but in order to pick out men, whofc prio* 
ciples make them worth the conqueft. To return no 
other anfwer to a Tor/s addreiles, than by counting 
the fiicks of it all the while he is talkmg to them. Td 
avoid dropping it in the ndghbourhood of a maIecon« 
tent, that Ik may not have an opportunity of taking it 
up. To fliew their disbelief oi any Jacahite ftory by 
a £irt of it. To fall a inning themfelves, when a 
Tory comes into one of their ailemblies, as being di(« 
ordered at the fight of him. 

Thefe are tlie ufes by whicLcvery fan may in the 
hands of a fine woman become (erviceable-to the pub* 
lick. But they have at preient under confideration^ 
certain fans of a Proteftant make, that they may have 
a more extenlive influence, and raife an abhorrence of 
Popery in a whole croud of beholders : f^r they intend 
to let the world fee what party they are of, by figures 
and defigns upon thefe i&ns ; as the knight's errant ufed 
to dlAinguifh thcmfelves by devices on their (hields. 

There are feveral fketches of pldhires which have 
l»een already prefented to the ladies for dieir approba* 
tion, and out of which feveral have made their choice* 
A pretty young lady will very foon appear with a fan, 
which has on it a nunnery of lively black-ey'd veftals, 
who are endeavouring to creep out at the grates. Ano- 
ther has a fan mounted with a fine paper, on whidi is 
reprefented a groupe of people upon their knees very. 
devoutly worfhipping an old ten-peiiny nail. A certain 
lady of great learnuig has chofen for her device the 
council of Tr<?/;/; and another, who has a good fati- 
xical turn has filled her fan with the figure of a huge 
tawdry woman, reprcfenting the wliore of Babylon ; 
which (he is refblved to fprcad full in the face of any 
fifter-difputant, whofe arguments have a tendency to 
Popery, The following defigns are already executed on 
feveral mountings. The ceremony of the holy pcntifT 
opening the motith of a cardinal in a full confidoryr 
An old gentleman with a triple crown upon his head, 
and big with child, being the portrait of pope Joan. 
Bifhop Bonner purchafing great quantities of faggots 
and brufh-wood^ for the eonverfioo^of Hereticks. A 
G 3 figure 
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figure reaching at a fceptre with one hand, and holding 
a chaplet of beads in the odier : with a diilant view of 
i>niithfidd. 

When our ladies majte their zeal thus vifibic upon 
their fans, and, every time they open them, cfifpky aa 
error of the church (x Romcj it cannot but have a good 
effeft, by /hewing the enemies of our prefcnt eflablifh- 
ment the folly of what they arc contending for. At 
leaft, every one muft allow that fans are much more 
innocent engines for propagating the Protefhmt religion, 
than racks, wheels, gibbets, and the like machines, 
which are made ufe of for the advancement of the Ro- 
man Cathoiick. Bcfides, as every lady will of courfe 
ftudy her fan, (he will be a perfe^l miftreft of the con- 
troverfy at leaft in one point of Popery, and as her 
curiofity will put her upon the perufal of every other 
fan that is fafhionable, I doubt not but in a very little 
time there will fcarce be a woman of quality in Great 
Britain J who would not be an over-match for an Irijh 
pricft. 

The beautiful part of this ifland, whom I am proncf 
to number amongft the mofl: candid of my readers, wil! 
likewifc do well to refleft, that our difpute at prefent 
concerns our civil as well as religious rights. I ihaii 
therefore only oiFer it to their thoughts as a point that 
highly deferves their confideration. Whether the fanf 
may not alio be made uic of with regard to our political 
eonftitution. As a free-holder, I would not have them 
confine their cares for us as we arc Proteftants, but at 
the fame time have an eye to our hanpinefs as we are' 
Brit.ms. In this cafe drey would, grve a new turn to 
the minds of then* countrymen, if they would exhibit 
OTi their fans the feveral grievances of a tyrannical go- 
vernment. Why might not an audience of Muley IJh-^ 
rmel^ or a Turk dropping his handkerchief in his Sera- 
glio, be proper fubje(fls to exprefs their abhorrence both 
of defpotick power, and of male tyrartny ? Or, if they* 
have a fmcy for burlefque, what would they think of a 
Frciicb cobler cuttinjr (hoes for feveral of his fellow- 
'hSjcds out of an old apple-tree ? On the contrary, a 
fme woman ^yho would maintMn the dignity of her Px, 

might 
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might bear a ftring of galley-flaves, dragging their chains 
the whole breadth of her fen, and at the fame time 
to celebrate her own triumphs, might order every &ve 
to be drawn with the face of one d[ her admirers, 

I oi^y- jaropofe thcfe as hints to my gentle readers 
which they may alter or improve as they ihall think fit I 
but cannot conclude without congratulating our coun- 
try upon this difpofition among the moft amiable of its 
inhabitimts, to confidcr in theur ornaments the advan** 
te^e of the publick as well as of their-porfons. It was 
with the fame fjarit, though hot with the fame politenefs 
that the ancient Brittjh women had the figures of mon- 
fters painted on their naked bodies, in order (as our 
hiflorians tell us) to make themfelves beautiful in the 
eyes of their countrymen, and terrible to their enemies. 
If this projedt goes on, we may boaft, that our lifter 
Whigs have the fincft fims, as well as the moft beautiful 
&ces, of any ladies in the world. At leaft, we may 
venture to foretell, that the figures in their fans will lei^ 
fen the Tory intereft, much more than Aofc in the ^x- 
ford almanacks will advance it. 



N^ 16. Monday^ February 13. - 

haque quod plerumque in atroci negotio folety fenatus dc 
crevity darent operant confules ne quid rejpublica de* 
trimertti caper et, Ea pot eft as per fenatum more Ro- 
mano tnagiftratui maxunia permittitury exercifum pa^ 
rarey helium gererey coercere omnibus modis fochs 
at que cives, domi militiaeque imperium at que judicium 
fnmmtim habere » Alitery fine populi jujfu nulli earuni 
rerum confuli Jus eji. S A l l. 

IT being the defign of thefe papers to reconcile 
men to their own happinefs by removing thofe 
wrong notions ind prejudices which hinder them 
from feeing the advantage of themfelves and their po- 

fterity 
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fierity in the prefent eftablKhment, I cannot but take 
notice of every thing that by the artifice of our enemies 
is made a matter of complaint. 

Of this nature is the iufpen(ioii> of iht Habeas Corpus 
a&f by which his majefty has been enabled in thefe 
times of danger^ to feize and detain the perfons of fuch 
who^ he had r^ibn to believe, were confpiring againft 
his peribn and eovernment. The expediency and rea- 
lbnabiene(s of fuch a temporary fiifpenfion in the pre- 
fent jundure, may appear to every confiderate man, 
who will turn his thoughts impartially on this fubjedt. 

I have cholen in points ot this nature to draw my 
arguments from. the 6rfk principles of government, 
which as they are of no party, but aflented to by every 
reafbnable man^ carry the. greater weight with them, 
and arc accommodated to the notions of all my read- 
ers. ^ Every one knows, who has coniidered the na- 
ture of government, that there mufl be in each parti- 
cular form of it an abfblutc and unlimited power ; a^d 
that this power is lodged in the hands ox thofe, who 
have the making of its laws, whether by the nature of 
the conftitutioR it be in one or more perfbns, in a 

^ iiiigle order of men, or in a mixt body of different 
ranks and degrees. It is an abfurdity to imagine that 

^thofe who have the authority of making laws, cannot 
lufpend any particular law, when they think it expe* 
dient for Ac pubHck. Without fuch a power all go- 
vernment would be defcdive, and not armed with a 
fufEcient force for its own fecurity. As felf-pre(erva- 
tion by all honeft methods is the firft duty of every 
community, as well as of every private perfbn, Co the 
publick iafety is the gpncral view of all laws. When 
therefore any law does not conduce to this great end, 
but qn the contrary in fome extraordinary and umiatu- 
ral junfturcs, the very ob(eryation of it would endan- 
ger the community, that law ought to be laid afleep for 
fijch a time, by the proper authority. Thus the very 
intention of Our Habeas Corpus aft ; namely, the pre- 
fervation of the liberties of the fubjeft, abfolutely re- 
quires that adt to be now fufpended, fince the confine- 
ment of dangerous and fofj^cdcd f erfons; who might 

ftrengthea 
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ftrengthen this rebellion, and fpread a civil ivar through 
all parts of this kingdom, fecures to us our civil rights^ 
and every thing that can be valuable to a free people. 

As every government muA in its nature be armed 
with fuch an authority, we may obferve that thofe go- 
vernments which have been the moft famous for pub- 
lick fpirit, and the moft jealous of their liberty, have 
never failed to exert it upon proper occafions. There 
cannot be a greater inftance of this, than in the old 
commonwealth of Romcj who flattered themfelves with 
an opinion, that their government had in it a due tem- 
per of .the regal, noble, and popular power, repre- 
fentcd by the confuls, the fenators, and the tribunes. 
The regal part was however in feveral points notori- 
oufly defective, and particularly becaufe the confuls had 
not a negative in the pafTins of a law, as the other two 
branches had. Keverthelefs in this government when 
^e renublick was threatened with any great and immi- 
nent danger, theyt)iought it for the common fafety to 
appoint a temporary didator, invefted with the whole 
power of the three branches ; who, when the danger 
was over, retired again into the community, and left 
the government in its natural fituadon. But what it 
more to our cafe, the confular power itfelf, though in- 
finitely (hort of the regal power in Great Britairiy was 
intrufted with the whole authority which the legxflature 
has put into the hands of his majefty. We have an 
eminent inftance of this in tlie motto of my paper, 
which I (hall tranflate for the benefit of the Englijh 
reader, after having advertilcd him, that the power 
there given to the confut, was in the time of a confpi- 
racy. The fenate therefore nutde a decree ar ufualf 
nuhen they have matters before them of fo horrid a na* 
turey That the confuls fhould take care the commonwealth 
did notfufer any prejudice. By virtue of this very great 
pov^er 'which thefenate allonjjs to the magijiratey accord' 
ing to the ancient cuftoms of Rome, he may raife an 
armyy ivage ivar^ make ufe of all kinds of methods to re 
ftrain the ajfociates and citizens of Rome, and exercifi 
thefupreme authority both at home and abroad in mat' 
ten civil and military g n»bfreat otherwife the conful is 

not 
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not tnvefled ivith any of thefe powers ivhhout the exfrefi 
command of the people. 

There now only remains to fticw, that his majedy 
is legally poiFeft of this power ; and that the neceflity 
of the preient affairs requires he (hould be (b. He is 
intruded with it by the le^flature of the nation ; and 
in the very notion of a le^ature is implied a power to 
change, repeal, and fofpend what laws are in being, as 
well as to make what new laws they (hall think fit for 
the good of the people. This is fo uncontroverted a 
maxim,, that I believe never any body attempted to 
refute it. Our legiflature have however had that juft 
regard for their fellow-fiibje^s, as not to entertain a 
thought of abrogating this law, but only to hinder 
it froto operating at a time when.it would endanger the 
conftitution. The king is empowered to ad but for a 
few months by virtue of this fufpenfion ; and by that 
means differs from a king of France y or any other ty- 
rannical prince, who in times of peace and tranquUlity, 
and upon what occafion he pleafes, fends any of his 
fubje<5ts out of the knowledge of their friends into fiich 
cailles, dungeons, or imprifonments as he thinks fit. 
Nor did the legiflature do any thing in this that was 
unprecedented. The Habeas Corpus a<5l was made but 
about five and thirty years ago, and fince that time has 
been fufpended four times before his prefent majefty's 
acceffion to the throne : twice under the reign of king 
William and queen Mary / once under the reign of 
ki^Ag William ; and once under the reign of queen 
Anne. 

The neceflity of this law at this time arofe from the 
profpedl of an invalion, which has fince broke out into 
an adlual rebellion ; and from informations of fecret 
and dangerous pradlices among men of confiderable fi- 
gure, who could not have been prevented frdm doing 
mifchief to their country but by fiich a fufpenfion of 
this ad of parliament. 

I cannot however tut obferve, that notwithftanding 
.the lawfulnefs and necefTity of fuch a fufpenfioii, had not 
the rebellion broke out after the pailing of this aft of 
parliament, I do not know how thofe who had been 

the 
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the moft inlfarumental in procuring it, could have e- 
(cape'd diat popular odium, which their malicious and 
arthil enemies have now in vain endeavoured to fUr up 
againft them. Had it been poflible for the vigilance and 
endeavours of a miniftry to have hindered even the at- 
tempt of an invafion, their very endeavours might have 
proved prejudicial to them. Their prudent and refblute 
precautions would have turned to their difadvarttage, 
had they not been juftified by thofe events, which they 
did all that was in their power to obviate. This natu- 
rally brings to mind the reflexion of Tully in the like 
circumflances, That^ amidft the divifions of Rome a 
man ivas in an unhappy condition nvho had ajhare in the 
adniiniftrationy nay even in the prefervation of the coni' 
monnuealth. O conditionem mUeram non modo admi- 
juilrandae, verum etiam coniervandae reipublicae ! 

Bdides, every unprejudiced man will confider how 
mildly and equitably this power has been uied. The per- 
ibns confined have been treated with all poflible huma- 
nity, and abridged of nothing but the liberty of hurting 
their country, and very probably of ruining both them- 
ielves and their families. And as to the numbers of 
ti^ofe who are under this fhort reftraint, it is very ob- 
fervable, that people do not feem fo much furprized ac 
the confinement of ibme, as at the liberty of many o- 
thcrs.s But we may from hence conclude, what every 
Englijhman muft obferve with great pleafure, that his 
majedy does not in this great point regulate himfelf by 
any private jealoufies or fuipicions, but by thofe evi- 
dences and informations which he has received. 

We have already found the good confequences of this 
fufpeniion, in that it has hindered the rebellion from ga- 
thering the (hrength it would otherwife have gained ; 
not to mention thofe numbers it has kept firom engaging 
in fo de(perate an enterprize, with the many lives it has 
preferved, and the defolations it has prevented. 

For thefe and many other reafons the repreientatives 
of Great Britain^ in parliament, could never have an- 
fwcred it to the people they reprefented, who have 
found fuch great benefits from the fufpenfion of the Ha- 
teas Corpus adt^ and without it mufl have felt fuch fa- 
tal 
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td confequenccs, had they not in a cafe of fuch great 
neccflity made ufe of this cuftomary, legal, and rca- 
ibnable method for fccuring his majefty on die throne, 
and their country from mifcry or ruin. 



N^ 17. ' Friday^ February 17. 

- -^Hic niger eft : hunc tu, Romancj covet 0. Hor. 

WE are told, that m Turkey y when any man 
is the author of notorious falfehoods, it is u*^ 
fual to blacken the whole front of his houfe. 
Kay we have fometimes heard that an amhaflador, whole 
hujinefi it is (\i I may quote his character in Sir Henry 
/iPoff/^/r's words) to lye for the good of his country ^ has 
(bmetimes had this mark fet upon his houfe ; when he 
has been dete<5led in any piece of feigned intelligence, 
that has prejudiced the government, and mifled the 
minds of the people. One could ahnoft wi(h that the 
habitadons of (uch of our own countrymen as deal in 
forgeries detrimental to the publick, were diftinguifhed 
in the iame manner; that their fellow-fubieds might 
be cautioned not to be too eafy in giving credi.t tp them. 
Were (uch a method put in pradtice, this nfetropolis 
would be ftrangely chequer*a; fome entire parifhes 
would be in mourning, and feveral ftreets darkened 
from one end. to die odier. 

But I have«^ given my thoughts in two precedine; 
. papers, both on the inventors and the believers of theie 
publick fidfehoods and cahunnies, and fliall here fpeak 
of that contempt with which they are and ought to be 
received by thofe in high ftations, at whom they are 
levelled. Any perfon indeed, who is zealous for pro- 
moting the intereft of his country, muft conquer ail- 
that tendernefs and delicacy which may make him t- 
fraid of being fpoken ill of) or his endeavours will of- 

« ten 
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ten produce no lefs uneaiinefs to himlelf^ than benefit 
to the publick. Among a people who mdulge themfelves 
in the utraofl freedoms of thought and (pcech| a man 
muH either be infignificant, or able to bear an undefer- 
ved reproach. A true patriot may comfort himfclf un- 
der the attacks of falfhood and obloquy^ from fevera) ' 
motives and reflections'. 

In the firft place he ihould confider, that the chief 
of his antagonifts are generally adled by a fpirit of en- 
vy ; which would not rife againft him, if it were not 
provoked by his defert. A ftatcfman, who is poflcft of 
real merit^ fhould look upon his political cenlurers with 
the fame negledt, that a good writer regards his cri- 
ticks ; who are generally a race of men that are not able 
to diicover the beauties of a work they examine, and 
deny that approbation to others, which tliey neycr met 
with themfelves. Patriots therefore fhould rather te* 
joice in the fuccefs of their honeft defigns, thaji be mor- 
tified by tbofc who mifreprefent them. 

They fliould Ukewife confider that not only envy, 
but vanity has a (hare in tlie detrai5tion of their adver- 
farics. Such afperl'vons therefore do them lionour at 
the (ame time that they are intended to leHen their re- 
putation. They fhould refleft, that thofe who endea- 
vour to flir up the multitude againft them, do it to be 
thought cbnflder^ble ; and not a little applaud them- 
fclves in a talent that can raife clamours out of nothings 
and throw a ferment among the people, by murmurs or 
complaints, which they know in tlieir ow^ hearts are 
I altogether groundlcfs. There is a pleafant indance of 
' this nature recorded at length in the firft book of tha 
I annals of Tacihis* When a great part of tlie Reman 
I legions were in a difpoGtion to mutiny^ an impudent 
varlet, who was a private centinel, being mounted up- 
on the fhoulders of his fellow-fbldiers, and refolvedto 
try the power of hi§ ekyjuence^ addrelTed himfclf to the 
army in all the poftires of an orator, after the follow-* 
i ing manner ; You have given Itberty to thefe mtferMe 
\ wni i faid he (pointing to fbme criminals whom they 
had refcued) ^«/ 'MihUh of you can rtft&re life f s 7ny bro* 
I thcr ? Whi^ *cun give mt back my brother ?. He naas 
H ttturdert^d 
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murdered no longer ago than loft night j hy the hands 
ofthofe ruffians^ fwho are entertained hy the general to 
DHtcher the poor foldiery. Tell /;/<?, Blaefus, (for that 
was the name of the general, who was then fitting on the 
tnhxxnaV) tell 7ney IVhere hafi thou caft his dead body? 
An enemy does not grudge the rites of burial. When I 
have tired viyfelf^with kij/ifig his cold corps ^ andnveeping 
ever ity order me to beflain upon it. All lajk ofinyfel^ 
toiV'foldiersy Jince ixe both die in their caufe^ is that 
they ivould lay me in the fame grave nvith njy brother. 
The whole army was in an uproar at this movmg fpecch, 
and refblved to do the fpeaker juftice, when upon en- 
quiry, they found that he never ha4 a brother in his 
li& ; and that he had ilirred up the (edition only to (hew 
his parts. 

Pubiick minifters would iikewt(e do well to confider, 
. that the principal authors of fuch reproaches as are caft 
Upon them, are thofe who have a mind to get their 
places : and as for a cenfure arifing from this motive, 
It is in their power to tCczpc it when they plea(e, and 
turn it upon their competitors. Malecontents of an 
inferior character are afted by the fame principle ; for 
ib long as there are employments of all fizes, there will 
Be murmurcrs of all degrees. I have heard of a country 
frentteman, who made a very long and melancholy com- 
plaint to tiie late duke of Buckinghat/iy when he was in 
g*eat power at court, of feverai pubiick grievances. 
The duke^ after having given him a very patient hear- 
I0& My dear friend J fays he, this is hut too true ; but 
iTi^ifC thought of fin expedient iijhich iviil fet all thitigi 
TigHf and that very foon. His country friend afkcd him, 
"wiiat it was \ Tou muft knaiv, fays the duk-e,* there^s a 
place 1^ five hundred pounds a year fallen this very 
piorniffg^ fwhich I intend to put you in po/efjion of. The 
genUeniftn thanked his grace, went away fatisficd, and 
fiioughi ihe nation the happiefl under heaven, durii?g 
that wli^li miniftry. 

But fajr^er, every man in a pubiick (lation ought \o 
conlidcr, ifeat when there are two diiTcrent parties in a 
nation, thfy will fee things in different lights. An 
a^ion towevcr co&duciye to the good cf their country, 
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will be reprefented by the artful, and appear to the 
ignorant as prejudicial to it. Since I have here, ac- 
cording to the ufual liberty of efTiy-writcrs, rambled 
into feveral ftorics, I (hall fetch one to my prefent pur- 
pofe out of the Perjian hiftory. We there read of a 
virtuous young emperor, who was very much afilided 
to find his anions mifconflrued and defamed by a party 
among his fubjeds that favoured another intcreft. As 
he was .one day fitting among the minifters of his Z)i- 
vany and amufing himfelf aJftcr the Eaflern manner, 
with the folution of difficult problems and aenigmas, 
he propofcd to them in bis turn, the following one. 
What is the tree that hears three hundred and Jhiy-five 
leaves y nxfhich are all black on the one fide^ and nvhite 
on the other P His grand Vizier immediately replied, 
it was the year which confided of three hundred and 
fixty-five days and nights : Bnt^ Sir, fays he, permit 
7ne at the fame time to take notice^ that thefe leagues re^ 
prefent your allionsy fwhlch carry differ e?n faces to your 
friends and enemies, and 'ivill akvays appear black to 
tbofe 'who are refolved only to look upon the 'vorong fide 
of them* 

A virtuous man therefore wlio lays out his endea-- 
vonrs for the gobd of his cnuntry, flioold never be 
troubled at the reports whicli are made of him, fo long 
as he is cjonfcious of his own intrgrity. He fhoulJ ra- 
ther be pieafed to find people deicanting upon his xi<5li- 
ons, becaufe when they are tborouglily cimvaffcd and 
examined, they are fure in the entf to turn to- his ho- 
nour and advantage. The reafonable and unprejudiced. 
part of mankind will be of his fide, and rejoice to fee 
their common intereft lodged in fiich honeft hands." A 
ftriifl examination of a great man's chara<51cr, is like 
the trial of a fufpcded chaftity, wliich was made among 
the Je^vs by the waters of jealoufy. Mofes affures us 
that tlie criminal burft upon the drinking of them ; but 
if (he was accufed wrongfully, the Rabbins tell us, they 
heightened her charms, and made her much more ami- 
able than before : fo that they defboyed the guilty, but 
beautified the innocent. 

Hz Monday, 
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Inopem me copia fecit. OyiD# 

EVERY Ejigii/hman will be a good fuTSjedl ta 
king George y in proportion as he is a good 
Engllfmiauy and a lover of the conftitntion of 
his country. In order to awaken in my readers the 
love of this their conftitution, it may be necefTary- to 
ict forth its fuperior excellency to that form of govern- 
ment, which many wicked and ijgnorant men have of 
late years endeavoured to introduce among us. I fliall 
not therefore think it improper to take nplice from time 
to time of any particular ad of power, exerted by thofc 
among whom the pretender to his majefty's crown has 
been educated ; which would prove fatal to this nation, 
fhould it be conquered and governed by a perfon, who, 
in all probability, would put in pra(ftice the politicks 
in which he has been fo long inftrudled. 

There has been nothing more obfervable in the reign 
of his prefent Galllck majcfty, than the method he has 
taken for fupplying his exchequer with a ncceflary (um 
of money. The ways and means for raifing it has been 
an edict, or a command in writing iigned by himfelf, 
to increafe the value of Louts d^ Ors from fourteen to 
fixteen Livrcsy by virtue of a new ftamp which (hall 
be ftnick upon them. As this method will bring all 
the gold of the kingdom into his hands, it is provided 
by the fame edidl that they (hall be paid out again to 
the people at twenty Livres each ; fo that four Livres 
in the fcore by this means accrue to his majefty out of 
all tlie money in the kingdom of France, 

This method of raifing money is confiftcnt with that 
form of government, and with the repeated pradice • 
of their late Grand Monarque ; fo tliat 1 (hail not here 

•. conCder 
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coniider the many evil confbquences which it muft l»vc 
upon. their trade, tlieir pcchange, and publick credit. 
I fhall only take notice of the whimiical ciraimftancef 
a people muft lie under> who can be thus made poor 
or rich by an edi<ft, which can throw an alloy into a 
Louis cP Or, and debafe it into half its former value, 
or if his majefty pleafes, raife the price o£ it, not by 
the acceflion of metal, but of a mark. By the prefent 
edidl many a man in France will fwell into a plumb, 
who fell feveral thoufand pounds ihort of it the day 
before its publication. This ^ conveys a kind oi fairy 
treafiire into their chefts, even whilft they are under 
lock and key ; and is a fecret of multiplication without 
addition. It is natural enough however for the vanity 
of the French nation to grow infolent upon this imagi- 
nary wealth, not confidering that tlicir neighbours think 
them no more rich by virtue of an edid to make four- 
teen twenty, than they would think them more formi- 
dable fhould there be another edid to 'make every man 
in the kingdom fevers foot high. 

It was ufual for his late moft Chriftian majefty to 
fink the value of their Louis d* Ors about the time he 
was to receive the taxes of his good people, and to 
raife them when he had got them fafe into his coffers. 
And there is no queftion but the prefent government 
in that kingdom will fo far obfcrve this kind of con- 
du<5l, as to reduce the twenty Livres to their old num- 
ber of fourteen, when they have paid them out of their 
hands ; which will immediately fink the prefent tym- . 
pany of wealth, and re-eflablifh the natural poverty of 
the Gailick nation, . 

One cannot but pity' the melancholy condition of a . 
auifcr in tliis country, who is perpetually telling his 
Livres, without being able to know how rich he is. He 
Is as ridiculoully puzzled aiid perplexed as a man that 
comits the ftones on Salisbury-Plainj which can ne^rer 
be fettled to any certain number, but are more or fewer 
<very time he reckons them. 

I have heard of a young French lady, a flibjed of 

Louis the fourteen, who was contrafled to a marquis 

upon the foot of a five thoufand poimd fortune, which 

V 3 fli« 
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(be had by her in fpecie ; but one of thefe unlacky 
edicts coming oat a week before die intended marriage^ 
(be loll a thoufand pound, and her bndegroom into 
the bargain. 

The uncertainty of riches is a (libjed mnch di(conr- 
fcd of in ail countries, but may be iniifted on more 
craphatically in France than any other, A man is here . 
under inch a kind of (ituation, as one who is managed * 
by a juggler/ He fancies he has fo many pieces of 
money in his hand ; but let him graip diem never {6 
' carefully, upon a word^ er two of the artiil they in- 
crcafe or dwindle to what number the dodor is pieaied 
to name. 

The method of lowering or advancing money, we, 
who have the happinefs to be in another form of go- 
vernment, fhould look upon as an unwarrantable kind 
of clipping and coining. However, as it is ah expe- 
dient that is often pra6lifed, and may be ju(lified in 
that conftitution which has been (b thoroughly (ludied 
by the pretender to his majefl:y*s crown, I do not fee 
what iliould have hindered him from making ufe of ^o 
expeditious a method' for raifing a fupply, if he had 
fucceeded in his late attempt to dethrone his majelty, 
and fubvert our conftitution. I Ihall leave it to the 
confideration of th? reader, if in fuch a cafe tlie follow- 
ing edidl, or fomcthing very like it, might not have 
been expe<^d. 

* XXZ^KREAS tliefe our kingdoms have long 

* VV groaned under an expenfive and confuming 
' land-war, which has very much exhaufted the trea- 
' fure of the nation, we, being willing to increafe the 

* wealth of our people, and not thinking it advifcable 
< for this piirpofe to make ufe of the tedious methods 

* of ir.erchiiidtze and commerce, which have been al- 

* \v'"s promoted by a faOion among the worft of pur 

* ^''/tj "t^i ?nd were (b wifely difcoiintenanccd by the 

' .'It i\ tj^cm in the late reign, do hereby enat^ by • 
' .'' ; f(Mc! ' i'' nnd pfeafnre, that every fliiiling in 6rVd'6'/ 

* '>rV'; 'w'W ^'i'*^ in all payments for tho (um of 

* f?:: : n \ .*:: v, 'i!! the firft of St^pfemher next, and 

* diat 
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* that every other piece of money fhaU rif^ and pa6 
^ in current payment ia the fame proportion. The 

* advantage which will accrue to thefe nations by this 

* our royal donative, will vilibly appear to all men of 

* found principles, who are fo juftly femous for their 

* antipathy to ftrangers, and would not fee the landed 

* intereflof their country weakened^y the importations 
*• of foreign gold and filver : but fince by reafon of the 
' great debts which we have contracted abroad during 
' our fifteen years reign, as well as of our prefent exi- 

* ^enoies, it will be neceffary to fill our exchequer by 

< the moft prudent and expeditious methods, we do alfo 

* hereby order every one of qur fubjedts to bring in 

* thefe his fourteen-penny pieces, and all the other 

* current cafh of this kingdom, by what new titles 

* fbever dignified or diftinguifhed, to the mafler of our 
' mint, who, after having fet a mark upon them, fhall 
^ deliver out to them, on or after the firft of Sgptem- 
*■ her aforefaid, their refoeftive furas, taking only four 
^ pence for ourfelf for fuch his mark on every fourteen 

* penny piece, which from thenceforth (hall pafs in 

< payment for eighteen pence, and fb in proportion for 

* the reft. By this method, the money of tliis natibn 

* will be more by one third than it is at prefent ; and 

< we [hall content ourfelf with not quite one fifth part 

* of the current cafh of our loving fubjefts ; which 

* will but barely fuffice to clear the intercft of all thofe 

< films in which we {land indebted to our moft dear 
' brother and ancient ally. We are glad of this oppor- 
' tunity of fhewing fuch an inftance of our goodnefs 
*. to our fubjcifts, by this our royal edi6t, which fliall 

< be read in ' every parifli church of Great Britahiy 

< immediately after the celebration of high mafs, FOR 

< SUCH IS OUR pleasure: 



Tridc^^ 



92 THE FREE-HOLD EJl. N^iy. 



N^ 19. Friday^ February z/^. 



Pulcbrum eft bene facer e relpubllcae ; ctiain bene dkere 
hand abfurdum eft, $all» 

IT lias been ufiial thefe many years for writers who 
liave approved the fcheme of government which 
has taken place, to explain to the people the rea- 
fonablcnefs of thoie principles which have prevailed, 
and to juftify the conduft of thofe who ad in confor- 
mity to fuch principles. It therefore happens well for 
the party which is undermofl, when a work of this na- 
ture falls into the hax>ds of thofe who content them- 
felves to attack their principles, without expofing their 
pcrfbns, pr fingling out any particular objeds for fatire 
and ridicule. This manner of proceeding is no incon- 
fiderafile piece of merit in writers, who are often more 
induenced by a delire of fame, tha^ a regard to the pub- 
lick good ; and who by this m^ns, loie many fair op- 
portnnides of (hewing tlieir own wit, or of gratifying • 
the ill-nature of their readers. 

When a man thinks a party engaged in fuch mea- 
fures as tend to the ruin of his country, it is cer- 
tainly a very laudable and virtuous adion in him to 
make war after this manner upon the whole body. 
But as feveral Cafuifts are of opinion, that in a battle 
you (hould difcharge upon the grofs of the enemy, with- 
out levelling your piece at any particular perfon ; Co 
in this kind of combat aifo, I cannot think it fair to 
aim at any one man, and make his character the mark 
of your hoftilities. There is now to be feen in tlie 
caftle oiMHany a cannon-bullet, infcribed. This to the 
Marefchal deCrequiy whicli was the very ball that fhot 
him. An author who points his fatire at a great man, 
is to be looked' upon in the fame view with ilic engi- 
neer who fignalizcd himfclf by this iinffeneron^ practice. 

^•vt 
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But as the fpirit of the IVhigs and Tories fhews itfelf, 
upon every occadon, to be very widely different from 
one another 5 fo it is particularly viiible in the writings 
of this kind, which have been publifhed.by each party. 
The latter may indeed aflign one reafbn to juftify them- 
fclves in this pradlice; that, having nothing of any 
manner of weight to offer againft the principles of their 
antagonifts, if they fpeak at all, it muft'be againft their 
perfbns. When they cannot refute an adverfary, the 
Ihorteft way is to libel him ; and to endeavour at the 
making his perfon odious, when they cannot jreprefent 
his notions as abfurd. 

The Examiner was a paper in the laft reign which was 
the favourite-work of the party. It was ufhered into 
the world by a letter from a fecretary of ftate, fetting 
forth the great genius of the author, the ufefulnefs of his 
dcfign, and the mighty confequcnces that were to be 
expeded from it. It is faid to have been written by 
thofe among them whom they looked upon as tlieir moft 
celebrated wits and politicians, and was difperfed into 
all quarters of the nation with great indoftry and ex- 
pence. Who would not have expefted, that at lead, 
the rules of decency and candour would be obferved in 
fuch a performance ? But inftcad of this, you faw all the 
great men, who had done eminent fer vices to their coun- 
try but a few years before, draughted out one by one. 
and baited in their turns. Ko fandlity of charafter, or 
privilege of fex, exempted perfbns from this barbarous 
ufage. Several of our Prelates were the ftanding marks 
of publick raillery, and many ladies oi the firft quality ' 
branded by name for matters of fadt, which as they were 
falfe^ were not heeded, and if they £ad been true were 
innocent. The dead themfelves were not fpared. And 
here I cannot forbear taking notice of a kind of wit, 
which has lately grown into fafhion among the ver- 
fiiiers, epigrammatifts, and other authors, who think it 
fufficient to diftinguifti themfelves by their zeal for 
what they call the High-Church, while they fport with 
the moft tremendous parts of revealed religion. Eve- 
ry one has feen epigrams upon the decealed fathers of 
our church, where die whole thought has turned upon 

hell- 
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lieil-fire. Patriots, who ought to l>e remembered with 
honour by their pofterity, have been introduced as 
foeakers in a ftate of tormcBts. There is fomething 
dreadful even in repeating thefe execrable pieces of wit^ 
which no man who really believe* in another life can 
perufe without fear and trembling. It is fdlonifhing 
to fee readers who call themfelves Chriftians, applaud- • 
ing fuch diabolical mirth, and feeming to rejoice in 
the doom which is pronounced againft their enemies, 
by fuch abandoned Icribblers. A wit of this kind, may 
with great truth be compared to the fool in the Pro^ 
verbs y *who plays <u:ith arrh.vsy f neb rands y and' death y 
and fays y ain J not in /port ? 

I muft, in juftice to the more fbber and confiderate. 
of that party, confefs, that many of thcra were highly 
Icandalized at that perfonal flander and reflection which 
was flung out fo freely by the libellers of the laft reign, 
as well as by thofe profane liberties which have been 
lince continued. And as for tljofe who are either the 
autlwrs or admirers of fuch compofitions, I would 
have them coniider with themfelves, whether the name 
of a |7ood churchman can atone for tlie want of that 
charity which is the moft eflential part of Chriftiamty. 
They would likewife do well to reflect, how by thefe 
methods, the poifon has run freely into the minds of 
the weak and ignorant ; heightened their rage againft 
many of their fellow-fubjeds ; and almoft divelted them 
of the common fentiraents of humanity. 

In the former part of this paper, I have hinted that 
the defign of it is to opnofe the principles of thofe who 
are enemies to the prclent government, and the main 
body of that party who efpoufe thofe principles. But 
even in fuch general attacks tliere are certain meafurcs 
to be kept, which may have a tendency rather to gain, 
than to irritate thofe who differ with you in their fcn- 
timents. The Examiner would not allow fuch as were 
of a contrary opinion to him, to be either Chriftians 
pr fellow-fubjedts. With him tliey were all Atheifts, 
Deifts, or Apoftates, and a feparate commonwealth 
among themfelves, that ought either to be extirpated, 
or, when he was in a better humour, only to be ba- 

nilhed 
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nifhed ocit of their native country. They vere often 
put in mind of fomc approaching execution, and there- 
fore all of them advifed to prepare themfelves for it, 
as men who had then nothing to take care of, hut 
how to die decently. In (hort, the Examiner fcera- 
ed to make no diftin<5lion between cobqueft and de- 
(brud^ion. 

TTie condu^a of this woric has hitherto been regu- 
lated by different vicN\'s, and fliall continue to be fo, 
unlefs the party it has to deal with draw upon them- 
felves another kind of treatment For if 'they ihall 
perlift in pointing their batteries againft particular per- 
ibns, there are no laws of war that forbid the making 
of rq)rifals. In tlie mean time, this undertaking (hall 
' be managed with that generous fpirit which was fo re-* 
markable among the Ronians^ who did not fubdue a 
country in order to put the inhabitants to fire and 
fword, but to incorporate them into their own com- 
munity, and make them happy in die fame government 
with themfdves. 



N® 20. Monday^ February 27. 



Privatus illis Cenfuu erat brevisj 

Commune inagnum - — ^ * Ho a. 

IT \i very unlucky for thofe who make it their bu- 
fincfs to raife popular murmurs and difcontcnts 
againft his majefty's government, that they find {x^ 
very few and (b very improper occafions for them. To 
(hew how hasd they are fet in this particular, there are 
feveral, who for want of other materials, are forced tq 
reprefent the bill which has pafled this fcffion, for lay- 
ing an additional tax of two fhillings in the pound 
upon land, as a kind of grievance upon the fubjeft. 
If this be a matter of complaint, it ought in juftice to ' 
- fall 
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fall upontbofe who have made it neccflkry. Had there 
been no rebellion, there would have been no increafe 
of the land-tax \ fo that in proportion as a man de- 
clares his averfion to the one, he ought to teftify his 
abhorrence of the other. But it is very remarkable 
that thofe, who would perfuade the people that they 
are aggrieved by this additional burden, are the very 
perfbns who endeavour, in their ordinary converfation, 
to extenuate the heinoufnefs of the rebellion, and who 

. exprefs the greateft tendernefs for the perfons of the 
rebels. T|icy (hew a particular indulgence for that 
unnatural infurrcdtion which has drawn tliis load upon, 
tts, and are angry at the means which were ncceflary 
for fuppreffing it. There needs no clearer proof of thie 

• foirit and intention with which they aft : I (hall there- ■ 
fore advife my fellow free-holders to conlider the cha- 
ratflcr of any perfon who would poflefs them with the 
nodon of a hardfhip that is put upon the country by 
this tax. If he be one of luiown affedlion to the pre - 
fent eftablifhment, they may imagine there is fome rea- 
fon for complaint. But if on the contrary he be one, 
who has (hewn himfclf indifferent as to the fucce(& 
of the prefent rebellion, or is fulpedled as a priv^tj 
abetter of it, they may take it for granfed, his com- 
plaint againft the land-tax is either tlie rage of a di(^ 
appointed man, or the artifice of one who 'would ali- 
enate their afledUons from the prefent government. . 

The expence which will arife to the nation from 
this rebellion, is already computed at near a million. 
And it is a melancholy conlideration for the free-hol- 
ders oi Great Brttahij that the treafon of their fellow- 
fubjedls (hould bring upon tliem as great a charge as 
the war with France^ At the iame time every reafbn- 
able man among them will pay a tax with at leaft as 
great chcarfulnefs for ftifling a civil war in its birth, 
as for carrying on a war in a foreign country. Had 
not our firft fupplies been cffe<5lual for the crufhing of 
our dome(Hck enemies, we (hould immediately have 
beheld the whole kingdom a fccnc of (laughter and de- 
flation j whereas, if we had failed in our firft attempts 
upon a diftant nation^ wc might have repaired the 

• loflcs 
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lofles of one compaign by the advantages of another, 
and after feveral vidlorks gained over us, might (Uil 
have kept the enemy from our gates. 

As it was thus abfblutely necedary to raiie a fum 
tiiat might enable the government to put a fpeedy flop 
' to the rebellion, fb could there be no method thought 
of for railing fuch a fum more proper, than this of lay- 
ing an additional tax of two (hillings in the pound up- 
on land. 

In the firfl place : This ux has already been fo often 
tried, that we know the exadt produce of it, which in 
any new projedl is always very doubtful and uncertain. 
As we are thus acquainted with the produce of this tax, 
we find it is adequate tp the fervices for which it is de- 
figned, and that the additional tax is proportioned to 
the (upernumerary expence, which falls upon the king- 
dom tJiis year by the unnatural rebellion, as it has been 
above ftated. 

In the next place : Ko other tax could have been 
thought of, upon which fo much money would have 
been immediately advanced as was neceflary in Co criti- 
cal a jun^re for pufliing our fucceiles againfl the re- 
bels, and preventing the attempts of their frien4s and 
confederates both at home and abroad. No-body cares 
to make loans upon a new and untried projedl ; whereas 
men never fail to bring in tlieir money upon a land-tax, 
when the premium or intereft allowed them is fuitcd 
to the hazard they run by fuch loans to the government. 
And here one cannot but bewail the misfortune of our 
country? when we confider, that the houfe of commons 
had lad year reduced this interefl to four fer cc?tt, by 
which means there was a confiderable faving to the 
nation ; but that this year they have been forced to 
give ^yiper cent, as well knowing the fatal confequences 
that might have enfued, had there not been an intereft 
allowed, which would certainly encourage the lender to 
venture, in fuch a time of danger, what was indif- 
penfable neceflary for the exigences of the publick, 

Beiides ; this is a method for railing a fum of money, 
that, with the ordinary taxes, will, in all probability 
defray tlic whole expence of a year : So that there is 
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no burden laid upon our pofterity, who have been iiif- 
ficiently loaded by other means of raifing money ; nor 
any deficiency to be hereafter made up by ouHelves ; 
which has been our cafe in fo many other hibfldies. 

To this we may add ; that we have no example of 
any other tax, which, in its nature, would fo particu- 
larly affeft the enemies to his majefty's government. 
Multitudes oiPapiJls and Nonjurors will be obliged to 
furnifti a double proportion out of their revenues to- 
wards the clearing of that expcnce, which by their 
open and fecret pra<5Hces they have been inflrumental in 
bringing upon their fellow-fubjedls. 

I (haB only mention one conlideration more ; that no 
other tax is fo likely to ceafe as this is, when there is 
no farther occafion for it. This tax is eftablifhed by a 
houfe of commons, which, by virtue of an aft of par- 
liament pafTed a few years ago, muft conlift for the moft 
part of landed men ; fo that a great fhare of the weight 
of it muft neceflarily fall upon the members of their 
own body. As this is an inftance of their publick fpirit 
lb we may be fure they would not have exerted it, 
had there not been an abfolute neceffity : nor can we 
doubt, that for the fame reafons, when this neceffity 
ceafcs, they will take the firft opportunity of ealing 
themfelves in this particular, as well as thofe whom 
they reprefent. It is a celebrated notion of a patriot, 
who fignally diftinguifhed himfelf for the liberties of 
his country, that a houfe of commofts fiiould never 
grant fuch fubfidies as are eafy to be raifed, and give no 
pain to the people, laft the nation fliould acquiefce 
under a burden they did not feel, and fee it perpetuated 
without repining. AVhethcr this notion might not be 
too refined, I (hall not determine ; but by what has 
been already faid, I think we may promife ourfelvcs, 
that this additional tax of Vf:o fhillings in the pound 
will not be continued another year, becaufe we may hope 
the rebellion will be entirely ended in this. 

And here, I believe, It muft be obvious to every one's 
reflection, thu the rebellion might not have concluded 
fo foon, had not this method been made ule of for that 
end. A foreign potentate trembles at the thoiight of 

entrlng 
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entring into d war with Co wealthy an enemy as the 
Britiflj nation^ when he finds the whole landed intereft . 
of the kingdom engaged to oppofe him with their united 
force ; and at all times ready to employ againd him fuch 
a part of their revenues, as fhall be fufficient to baffle 
his defign upon tHeir country : efpecially when none can 
imagine, that he expefts any encouragement from thofe, 
whofe fortunes are either lodged in the funds, or em- 
ployed in trade. 

The wlfdom therefore of the prefent houfe of com- 
monsjias by this tax not. only enabled the king to fub- 
due thofe of his own fubjcdls who have been actually 
in arms againfl hhn, but to divert any of his neigh- 
bours from the hopes of lending them a competent 
afllftance. 

N^2i. Friday^ March "i. 



^lalis In Eurotae ripisy aut per juga Cynihi^ 
Exercet Diana choros s qtiaiHwillaefiCtiiae 
Hi/tc at que h'pic glomeranttir On-adcs : ilia pharetram 
Fert kumerOygradiefifqne Dcas fupsreviiiut omnes, V i r, 

IT is not eafy for any one, who faw the magnifi- 
cence of yeftcrday in the court of Great Briuurty 
to turn his thoughts for fome time after on any 
other fubjeft. It was a folemnity every way fuited 
to the birth-day of a princefs, who is the delight of 
our nation, and the glory of her fex. Homer tells 
us, that when the daughter of Jupiter prefented her- 
felf among a croud of goddefles, (he was diftin- 
guifhed from the reft by her graceful ftature, and 
known by her fuperior beauty notwithftanding they 
were all beautiful. Such was the appearance of the 
princefs of Wales among our Briti/I? ladies ; or (to 
ufe a more folemn phrafe) of the h^ig's daughter a^ 

152558 
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mong her honourable ivomen. Her royal highncis in 
the midft of fuch a circle raifes in the beholder the 
idea of a fine picture, where (notwithftanding the di- 
verfity of pleaiing objc<ft$ that fill up the canvas) the 
principal figure immediately takes the eye, and fixes the 
attention. 

When this excellent princefs was yet in her father's 
court, fhe was fo celebrated for the beauty of her per- 
fon, and the accomplifhmcnts of her mind, that there 
was no prince in the empire, who had room for fuch 
2U1 alliance, that was not ambitious of gaining her into 
his family, either as a daughter, or as a confort. He 
who is now the chief of the crowned heads in EuropCy 
and was then king of Spaiuy and heir to all the domi- 
nions of the houfe of AuJlrlUy fought her in marriage. 
Could her mind have been captivated with the glories 
of this world, fhe had them aU laid before her ; but 
fhe generoufly declined them, becanfe (he faw the ac- 
ceptance of them was inconfiflent with what fhe efVecms 
more than all the glories of this world, the enjoyment 
of her religion. Providence however kept in ftore a 
reward for fiich an exalted virtue ; and, by the fecret 
•methods of its wifdom, t^pened a way for her to be- 
come the greateft of her fex, among thofe who profefs 
that faith to which fhe adhered with fo much Chriflian 
magnanimity. 

This her illuflrious condudl: might, in the eye of the 
world, have loft its merit, had ^o accomplifhed a prince 
as his royal highnefs declared his paflion for the fame 
alliance at that time : It would then have been no won- 
der that all other propofals had been rejefted. But it 
was the fame of this heroick confhmcy that determined 
his royal highnefs to defire in marriage a princefs whofe 
perfonal charms, which had before been fb univcrfally 
admired, were now become the leafl part of her cha- 
rader. We of the Brltljh nation have reafon to re- 
joice, that fuch a propofid was made and accepted ; 
and that her royal highnefs, with regard to thefe two 
fucccflive treaties of marriage, fhewed as much prudence 
in her compliance with the one, as piety in h^r refufal 
of tlie other. 

TIic 
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The princefs was no fooncf arrived at Hancfvet^ than 
fhe improved the luftre of that court, which was before 
reckoned among the polite(l in Europe ; and increaied 
the fatisfedlion of that people, who were before looked 
upon as the happieft in the empire. She immediately 
became the darUng of the princefs Sophia^ who wad 
acknowledged in all the courts oi Europe ^ the moft 
accomplifhed woman of the ace in which fhe lived, 
and who was not a little pleafed with the converfatioa 
of one in whom (he faw fp lively an image of her own 
youth. 

But I ihall infift no longer on that reputation which 
her royal highnefs has acquired in other countries. We 
daily difcover thofe admirable qualities for which (he 
is juftly famed, and rejoice to fee them exerted in our 
own country, where we our(elves are made happy by 
their influence. We are the more pleafed to behold 
the throne of thefe kingdoms furrounded by a nume- 
rous and beautiful progeny, when wc coniider the vir- 
tues of thofe from whcmi they defccnd. Kot only die 
features, but the mind of. the parent, is often copied 
Out in the offspring. But the princefs we are (peak- 
ing of, takes the fureft method of making her rojral 
iffue like her(clf, by inftilling. early into their minds 
all the principles of religion, virtue, and honour, and 
rea(bning their tender years with all that knowledge 
which they are capable of receiving. What may wc 
not hope from fuch an uncommon care in the educa- 
tion of the children oi Great Britain ^ who are directed 
by fuch precepts, and wHl be formed by fuch an ex.* 
ample ! 

7'he conjugal virtues are (b remarkable in her royal 
highnefs, as to deferve thofe juft and generous return* 
of love and tendernefs, for which tl^ prince her hu(^ 
band is fo univerlally celebrated* 

But there is ho part of her royal highncfs's chara^ler 
which we obferve with greater pleafure, than tliat be* 
haviour by which fhe luas fo much endeared herfelf to 
hismajefty ; though indeed Ve have no reafbn to be 
furprized at this mutual intcrcourfe of duty and affec- 
tionj> when we conCder fo wife and virtuous a princefs 
I 3 - poffeifing. 
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pofledingy in the fame ikcred perfbn, - the kisideft of 
fathers, and the bed of kuigs. And here it is natural 
for us to congratulate our own good fortune, who fee 
our fovereign bleft with a numerous ilRie, among whom 
are heirs male in two dire^ defcents, which has not 
happened in the reign of any EngUJh king fince the 
time of his majefty*s great anceftor Ednvard III. and i* 
a felicity not enjoyed by the fubje^s of any other oF 
the kings oi Europe who are his contemporaries. We 
are tik^ men entertained with the view of a fpacious 
landfkip, where the eye pafles over one pleafing pro- 
fpe<ft into another, till tfie fight is loft by degrees in a 
fuccefRon of delightful objeds, and leaves ns in the pbr« 
fuafion that there remain ftill more behind. 

But if we regard her royal highnefs in that light 
which difFufes the- greateft. glory round a human cha- 
radter, we fhall find the ChrifBan no fefs confpicuoas 
than the princcfs. She is as eminent for a fincere piety 
in the pradice of religion, as for an inviolable adhe* 
rence to its principles. She is conftant in her attendance 
on the daily offices of our church, and by her feriou« 
and devout comportment on thefe folemn occafions^ 
gives an example that is very often too much wanted 
in courts. 

Her religion is equafly free from the weaknefs of fu- 
perftition, and the fournefs of enthufiafm. * It is not 
of that uncomfortable mekncfaoly nature which difap- 
points its own end, by appearing unamkble to thofo 
whom it would gain to its interefts. It diicovers itfelf 
in the genuine efFedls of Chriftianity, in affability, com- 
paffion, benevolence, cvennefs of mind, and all the 
offices of an a(flive and univerfal charity. 

As a chearful temper is the neceflary refult cjf thefe 
virtues, (b it (bines out in ^l the parts of her conver- 
fation, and difllnates thofe apprehen(i6n$ which natu- 
rally hang on the timorous or the modeft, when they 
are admitted to the honour of her presence. There is 
none that does not IHlen with pleafure to a perfon in 
fo h\g]\ a ftation, who condefcends to make herfijf thus 
af^reeable, by mirth without levity, and wit without 
ill-nature. 

Her 
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Her royal Wghnefs is, indeed, poffeft of all thofe ta- 
lents which make converfation either delightful or im- 
proving. As (he has a fine tofte of die elegant arts, 
and is flailed in feveral modem languages, her dif- 
cowrk is not confined to the ordinary fubjeds or forms 
of converfation, hot can adapt itfclf with an uhcom- 
mon grace to every occafion, and entertsun the politeft 
perforis of different nations. I need not mention, what 
is obferved by every one, that agreeable turn which 
appears in her fentiments upon the moft ordinary af- 
fairs of life, and which is fo fuitable to the delicacy of 
her fex, the politencfs of her education, and the fplen- 
dok of her quality. 

It would be vain to think of drawing into the com- 
pafs of this paper, the many eminent virtues which 
adorn the chara^er of this great princefs : but as it is 
one diief end of this undertaking, to make the people 
fenfibk of the bleflings which they enjoy under his ma- 
jcfty's r«gn, I could not but lay hold on this oppor- 
tunity to (peak of that whidi ought in jufticc to be 
reckoned among the greateft of them. 



N^ 22. Monday, March 5. 



Studiis rudls, fermone harbarusj imp'etujlrenuusy mana 
prompt us ^ cogliatione cder. Vell. Paterc, 

FOR the honour of his majefty, and the fafety 
of his government,, we cannot^ but obferve that 
thofe who have appeared the greateft enemies 
to both, are of that rank of men, who are commonly 
diftinguifhed by the title oi fox-hunters . As feveral of 
thefe^ have had no part of their education in cities, 
. cimps, or courts, it is doubtfiil whether they are of 
greater ornament or ufc to the nation in which they 
live. It would be an everlafting reproach to politicks, 

fhoulci 
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ihould fuch men be able to overturn an efiablifhment 
\(rhich has been formed by the wifeft laws^ and is fup- 
ported by the ableft heads. The wrong notions and 
prejudices which cleave to many of thefe country-gen- 
tlemea, who have always lived out of the way of being 
better informed, are not eafy to be conceived by a pcr- 
fon who has never conveHed with them. 

That I may give my readers an image of thele rural 
ftatefinen, I (hall^ without farther pre^ce, {et down 
"an account of a diicourfe I chanced to have with one 
' of them fome time ago. I was travelling towards one 
of the remoteft parts of England, when about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, feeing a country-gentlenaan 
trotting before me with a fpaniel by his horfe's fide, I 
made up to him. Our converiation opened, as ufiial, 
upon the weather; in which we were very unanimous ; 
having both agreed that it was too dry for the feafbn 
of the year. My fellow-traveller, upon this, obierved 
to me, that there had been no good weather fince tlie 
revolution. I was a little ftartled at fo extraordinary 
a remark, but would not interrupt him till he proceed- 
ed to tell me of the fine weather they ufed to have in 
king CharUs the iecond's reign. I only anfwered, that 
I did not fee how the badnels of the weather could be 
the king's fault ; and, without waiting for his reply, 
allied him whofe houfe it was we faw upon a rifing 
ground at a little diftance from us. He told me it be- 
longed to an old fanatical cur, Mr. Such-a-One, Ton 
fnuft have heard of hiniy lays he, he's one of the rutnp, 
I knew the gentleman's chjBrafter upon hearing his 
name, but affiired him that to ray knowledge he was a 
good churchman : Ay ! fays he, with a kind of fur- 
prize, JVe are told in the country, that he fpoke t^lce in 
the queens time againji taking off the duties upon French 
claret. This naturally led us into the proceedings of 
late parliaments, upon which occaiion he aifirmed 
roundly, tJiat there had not been one good law pafled 
fince king William^s acceflion to the throne, except 
the a^ft for preferving the game. I had a mind to ice 
him out, and therefore did not care for contradicflinp 
him. Is it not hardy fays he, that kmejl gentlemen 

J}:ould 
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Jhouldhe taken into cuftocfyofmeffengers to prevent them 
Jrom ading accbrding to their confciences ? Buty fays 
he, nvhat can ive expe(^ tvhen a parcel offa&ious fins ' 

of nuhores He was g^Mcg on in great paffion, but 

chanced to mifs his dog^ who was anniiing himielf a- 
bbut a buih that grew at fome difbuice behind us. We 
flood ftijl till he had whiftied him up ; when he fell in- 
to a long paneg3rrick upon his fpanid^ who fecmed in* 
deed excellent in his kind : but I fiaund the mofl re- 
maikable adventure of his K& was^ that he had once 
like tp have worried a diflenting-teacher. The ma* 
fler could harcUy fit on his horfc for laughing all the 
while he was giving me the particulars of this ftory, 
which I found had mightily endeared his dog to him, 
and as he himfelf told me, had made him a great fa- 
vourite among all the honefl gentlemen of the coun- 
try. We were at length diverted firom this piece of 
mirth by a pod-boy, who winding his horn at us, my 
companion gave hmi two or three curies, and lef^ the 
way clear for him. / fancy j faid I, that poft brings 
ne^sfrom Scotland. IJloali long to fee the next gazette. 
Siry (ays he, / make it a ruU never to believe any of 
yoar printed ne*ws, l^e never fie. Sir, hovj things go^ 
except now and then in Dyer's letter y and I read that 
more for the fiyle than the news. The man has a clever 
pen it mnji be owned. But is it not firange that we 
fjotild be making war upon thurch of England men, 
with D6tch and SwiCs fildiers, men of antimonarchical 
principles ? Thefi foreigners will never be loved in Eng- 
land, Sir : they have not that wit and good-breeding 
that we have. I muft confefs I did not expeft to hear 
my new acquaintance value himfelf upon thefe qualifi- 
cations, but finding him fuch a critick upon foreigners, 
I aflccd him if he had ever travelled ? he told me, he 
did not know what travelling was good for, but to 
teach a man to ride the great horfe, to jabber French, 
and to talk againft paflive-obedience : to which he add- 
ed, that he fcarcc ever knew a traveller in his life v/ho 
had not forfook his principles, and lofl bis hunting-feat. 
For my part, fays he, land 7ny father before me have 
always been for pcifive^ob^diencey and Jhall be always 

for 
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/or oppojtng a prince *wko makes ufe of minljlers that^ 
are of another opinion^ But nj^bere do you intend to 
inn to-night? (for we were now come in fight of the 
next town) / can help you t& a very good landlord if 
you liyill go along *with me, He*j a lufiy jolly fellonuy 
that lives iveliy at leafiy three yards in. the girty and 
the beft church of England man upon the road. I had 
a curiofity to fee this, high-church inn-keeper, as well 
as to enjoy more of the converfation of my fellow-tra- 
veller, dnd therefore readily confented to fet our horfes 
together for that night. As we rode fide by fide 
through the town, I was let into the charafters of all 
the principal inhabitants whom we met in our way. 
One was a dog, another a whelp, another a cur, and 
another the fon of a bitch, under which ieveral deno- 
minations were comprehended all that voted on the 
Whig fide in the laft ele^on of burgefles. As for thofe 
of his own party, he diftinguifhed them by a nod of 
his head, and afking them how they did, by their Chri- 
fUan names. Upon our arrival at the inn, my com- 
panion fetched out the jolly landlord, who knew him 
by his whittle, many endearments, and private wbif- 
pers pafled between them ; though it was eafy to fee, 
by the landlord's fcratching his head, that things did 
not go to their wifhes. The landlord had fwelled 
his body to a prodigious fize, and work*d up his 
complexion to a (landing crimfon by his zeal for the 
profperity of the church, which he expreffed every 
hour of the day, as his cuftomers dropt in, by re- 
peated bumpers. He had not time to go to church 
himfeif, but as ^my friend told me in my ear, had 
headed a mob at the pulling down of two or three 
meeting-houfes : while fiipper was preparing, he en- 
larged upon the happincfs of the neighbouring (hire ; 
Fory fays he, there is farce a Presbyterian in the *whole 
county y except the bijhop. In (liort, I found by his 
difcourfe that he had learned a great deal of politicks, 
but not one word of religion, From the parfon of his 
parifh ; and, indeed that he had fcarce any other no- 
tion of religion,^ but that it confifted in hating Prefby- 
terians. I had a remarkable inllancc of his notions 

in 



N<5 22. THE FREE-HOLDER. 107 

in this particular. Upon feeing a poor decrepid old 
woman pafs under the window where we fat, he defired 
me to take notice of her ; and afterwards informed me, 
that (he was generally reputed a Witch by the country 
' people, but that, for his part, he was apt to believe 
(he was a Prefbyterian, 

Supper was no fooner (erved in, than he took occa- 
fion, from a (houlder of mutton that lay before us, to 
cry up the plenty of England, which would be the 
happieft coimtry in the world, provided we would live 
within ourfclves.. Upon which, he expatiated upon the 
inconveniences of trade, that carried from us the com- 
modities of our country, and made a parcel of npftarts 
as rich as men of the mofl ancient families oiEngiand, 
He then declared frankly, that he had always been a- 
^ainft all treaties and alliances with foreigners ; Our 
wooden lualls, (ays he, are ourfecurity, andnve may hid 
defiance to the ijjhole fujorld, efpecially if they Jhould at* 
tack us ivhen the militia is out, I ventured to reply, 
that I had as great an opinion of the Englijh fleet as he 
had ; but I could not fee how they could be paid, and 
manned, and fitted out, unlefs we encouraged trade and 
navigation. He replied, with (bme vehemence, that he 
would undertake to prove, trade would be the ruin of 
the EngltjJj nation. I would fain have put him upon 
it, but he contented hlmfelf with affirming it more 
eagerly, to which he added two or three curfes upon 
the London merchants, not forgetting the direAo/s of 
the bank. After fupper he afked if I was an admirer 
of punch ; and immediately called for a (heaker. I 
took this occadon to infinuate the advantages of trade, 
by obferving.to him, that water was the only native 
of England that could be made ufe of on this occafi- 
on : but that the lemons, the brandy, the fugar, and 
the nutmeg, were all foreigners. This put him intp 
fome confufion ; but the landlord, who overheard me, 
brought him off, by affirming, that for conftant ufe, 
there was no liquor like a cup of EngliJI) water, pro- 
vided it had malt enough in it. My (quire laughed 
heartily at the conceit, xmd made the landlord (it 
down ife'ith us. \N^e fat pretty late over our punch ; 

and. 
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and, amidd a great deal of improving dlfcourfe, drank 
the healths of feveral perfons in the country, whom I 
had never heard of, that, they hoth afTored me, were 
the ableft ftatefmen in the nation : and of fome Lon- 
doners^ whom they extolled to the flues, for their wit, 
and who, I knew, pafled in town for filly fellows. It 
being now midnight, and my friend perceiving by his 
almanack that the moon was up, he caAed for his horfes, 
and took a fudden refblution to go to his hoofe, which 
was at three miles difbnce from the town, afb:r hav- 
ing bethought himfelf that he never flept well out of 
his own bed. He (hook me very heartily by the hand 
at parting, and difcovered a great air of fatisfadon m 
his looks, that he had met with an opportunity of 
(hewing lus parts, and left me a much wiler man than 
he found roe. 



N^ 23. Friday, March 9. 



Illu if a moditmfupra efty etfaepc venenum 
Morfibus Infpirant Virg. 

IN the wars of Europe which were waged among 
our fbre^thers, it was ufual for the enemy, when 
there was a king in the field, to demand by a 
trumpet in what part of the camp he refided, that they 
might avoid firing upon the royal pavilion. Our party- 
contefls in England were heretofore managed with the 
fame kind of decency and good-breeding. The perfbn 
of the prince was always looked upon as facred ; and 
whatever ievcre ufage his friends or miniflers met with, 
none prefumed to direft their hoftilities at their fove- 
reign. The enemies of our prefent fettlement are of , 
fuch a coarfe kind of make, and fo equally void of 
loyalty and good manners, that they are grown fcurri- 

lous 
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lous upon the rayal family, and treat the moft exalted 
characters with the moft opprobrious language. 

This petulance in converfation is particularly ob- 
ferved to prevail among fome of that lex where it ap- 
pears the moft unbecoming and the moft nnnaturaL 
Many of thefe aft with the greater licentioufnefs, be- 
cauie they know they can aft with the greater im- 
punity. This confideration, indeed, engages the moft 
generous and well-bred even of our fhe malecontents, 
to make no ill ufe of the indulgence of our lawgivers ; 
and to difcoyer in their debates at leaft the delicacy 
of the woman, if not the duty of the fubjeft. But, 
it is generally remarked, that every one of them who 
is a Ihrew in domeftick life, is now become a fcold in 
politicks. And as for thofe of the party, who are of a 
foperior rank and unblemifhed virtue, it muft be a me- 
lancholy refleftion for them to confider that all the 
common women of the town are of their fide ; for which 
realbn they ought to prefervc a more than ordinary 
modefty in their fatirical excurlions, -that their cha- 
rafters may not be liable to fufpicion. 

If there is not fome method found out for allaying 
thefe heats and animofities among the fair fcx, one 
does not know to what outrages they may proceed. 
I remember a heroe in Scarrotiy who finding himfelf 
oppofed by a mixed multitude of both fexes with a 
great deal of virulent language, after having brought 
them to a fubmiffion, gave order (to keep them from 
doing farther mifchief ) that the men (houlJ be difarmed 
of their clubs, and that the women fhould have their 
nails pared. We are not yet reduced to the neceflity 
of applying fuch violent remedies : but as we daily re- 
ceive accounts of ladies battling it on both fides, and 
that thofe who appear againft the conftitution make war 
upon their antagonifts by many unfair praftlccs and 
unwarrantable methods, I think it is very convenient 
there fhould be a cartel fettled between them. If they 
have not yet agreed upon any thing of this nature among 
themfelves, I would propofe to them the following plan, 
in which I have flietched out fevcral niles, fuitcd to the 
poKteft fcx in one .of die moft civilized nations. 

K . THAT 
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THAT in every political rencounter between wo- 
man and woman, no weapon fhall be made ufe 
of but the tongue. . 

That in the courfe of the engagement, if either of 
the combatants, finding herfelf hard preft by her ad* 
vcrfary, (hall proceed to perfonal reflexions or difco- 
very of fecrets, they (hall be parted by the ftanders-by. 

That when both fidcs^ are drawn, up in a full adem- 
bly, it (hall not be lawful for above » live of them to 
talk at the fame time. ^ 

That if any fhall detrad from a lady's chara^er (un- 
lefs Ihe be abient) the faid detraftrels fhall be forthwith 
ordered to the lowefl place of the; room. 

That none prefume to fpeak difrefpe<5lfully of his 
majefly, or any of the royal family, on pain of three 
hours (ilence. 

" That none be permitted to talk fpightfully of the 
court, unlefs they can produce vouchers that they have 
been there. 

That the making ufe of news which goes about in 
whifper, unlefs the author be produced, or the fadl well 
attefted, fliall be deemed fighting with white powder, 
and contrary to the laws of war. 

That any one who produces libels or lampoons, 
fhall be regarded in the fui^e manner as one whoiihoots 
with poifoned bullets. 

. That when a lady is thoroughly convinced of the 
falfehood of any flory fhe has related, fhe fhall giyeher 
parole not to tell it for a certain truth that winter. 

1 hat when any matter of iloubt arifcs which cannot 
otherwife be decided, appeal fliall be mad^ to a toaft, 
if there be any fuch in- th(? company. 

That no coquette, notwitliftanding flie can ^o it 
with a. good air, fha]l be allowed to iigh for the dan- 
ger of the church, or to fliiver at the apprchenfions of 
Fanavlcifm . 

That when a woman has talked an hour and. a half, 
it fhall be lawful to call her down to order* 

As this civil difcord among the fiflerhood of Great 
Br'itam is likely to engage diem in a long and lingring 

war. 
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war, confiding altogether of drawn battles, it is the 
more necefTary that there ftiould be a cartel fettled a- 
mong them: Befidcs, as our Englijh ladies are at pre- 
fent the greateft ftatefwomen in Europe j they will be 
in danger of making themfclves the moft unamiabte 
part of their fex, if they continue to give a loofe to 
intemperate language, and to a low kind of ribaldry, 
which is not ufed among the women of fafhion in any 
other country. 

Difcretion and good-nature have been always looked 
upon as the diflinguifhing ornaments, of female conver- 
fation. The woman, ^h'ofe price is above rubies ^ has 
no particular in the cluir^^^cr given of her by the wife 
man, more endearing, than that flje openeth her mouth 
nvith fwifdoniy and in her tongue is the la^v of kindnefs. 
Befides, every fierce fhe-zealot ftiould confider, that 
however any other of the fex may feem to applaud her 
as a partifan, there is none of them who would not be 
afraid of aflbciating himfelf with her in any of the more 
private relations of life. 

I fhall only add, that there is no talent h pernicious 
as eloquence, to thofe who have it not under command : 
for wliich reafon, women who are fo liberaUy gifted 
by nature in this particular, ought to fi:udy with the 
greateft application, the rules of female oratory, de- 
livered in that excellent treatife, intituled The govern- , 
ment of the tongne. Had that author forefeen the poli- 
tical ferment which is now raifed among the fex, he 
would probably have made his book larger by (bme 
chapters than it is at prefent : but what is wanting in 
that work, may, I hope, in fome meafure be fupphed 
by the above-written cartel. 




K 2 ' litonday. 



N^ 24. Mondajy March 12. 



BelluTH tmportunum^ chesy cuf?i gente deorum 
Inviiilfque viris geritls — --— ViRG. 

APHYSICIx^N makes nfe of various methods 
for the recovery of fick perfons ; and though 
fome of them are painful, and ail of them dif- 
agrceable, his patients are never angry at him, becauic 
they know he has notliing in view befides the reftoring 
of them to a good ftate of health. I am forced to treat 
the diiaffedled part of his majefty's fubjeds in the fame 
jnariner, and may therefore rcafonably exped the fame 
returns of good-will. I propofe nothing to myfelf 
but their happinefs as the end of all my endeavours ; 
and am forced to adapt different remedies to thofe dif- 
ferent conftitutions, which are to be found in fuch a 
diftempered multitude. Some of them can fee the 
unreafonable, and fome of them the ridiculous fide of 
wrong principles,- and according to the different frame 
of their minds, rejeft an opinion as it carries in it ei- 
ther the appearance of wickednefs, or of danger, or 
of folly. 

I have endeavoured to expofe in thefe feveral lights 
the notions and praftices of thofe who are the enemies 
to our prefent eftablifhment. But there is a fet of ar- 
guments, which I have not yet touched upon, and which 
often fucceed, when all others fail. There are many 
who will not quit a projeft though they find it perni- 
cious, or abfurd : but will readily defifl from it, when 
they are convinced it is impracflicable. An attempt to 
fubvert the prefent government is, God be thanked, 
of this nature. I ftiall therefore apply the confidera- 
tions of this paper rather to the difcretion than the vir- 
tue of our malccontents, who Ihould ad in the prefent 

juniSure 
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jun(Shire of affairs like experienced gameflrers, that throw 
up their cards when they know the game is in the ene- 
my's hand, without giving themfelves any unneceflary 
vexation in playing dt out. 

Xn the reign of our two laft JBrltiJh foverelgns, thofe 
who did not favour their intereft inight be ungenerous 
enough to aft upon the profpeft of a change, confi- 
dering theprecarious condition of their health, and their 
want of iflue to fbcceed them. But at prefent we enjoy 
& king of a long-liv'd family, who is in the vigour of 
his age, and bleft with a numerous progeny. To this 
we may add his remarkable fteadinefs in adhering to 
thofe fchemes which he has formed upon the matureft 
deliberatiosi^ and that fubmiflive defei^ence of his royal 
highnefs both £rom duty and inclination to all the 
meafures of his royal father. Nor muft we omit that 
perfonal valour fo peculiar to his majefty and his illu- 
ftrious houfe, which would be fuiEcient to vanquifli, 
as we find it adually deters^ both his foreign and do- 
meftick enemies. 

This great prince is fupported by the wholaiprote- 
ftant intereft of Europe^ and ftrengthened with a long 
range pf alliances that reach fronv one end of the con- 
tinent to the other. He has a great and powerfiil king 
for his fon-in-law ; . and can himfelf command when 
he pleafes the whole ftrength of an electorate in the 
empire. Such a combination of fbvereigns puts^one in 
mind of the apparition of Gods which difcouraged JB* 
neas from oppofing-the will of heaven. When his eyes 
were cleared of that mortal cloud .which hung upon 
them, he faw the (everal ccleftial deities aSing in a 
confederacy againft him, and immediately gave up a 
caufe which was excluded from all poflibility of fuccefs. 

But it is the greateft happinefs, as well as the great* 
eft pleasure of our fovereign, that his chief ftrength 
lies in hi$ own kingdoms. Both the branches of our 
legiflature efpoufe his caufe and intereft with a bccom- 
irig duty and zeal. The moft confiderable and wealthy 
of his fub]e<5ts are convinced that the profperity of out 
fovereign and his people are infeparable : and we are 
very well fatisfied, that bis majefty, if the necefHty of 
K 3 , affairs 
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affairs (hould require it, might find amongft the moft 
dutiful of his fubjedts, men celebrated for their military 

* charafters, above any of the "age in which they live. 
There is no queftion but his majefty will be as generally 
valued and beloved in his Bntijh as he is in his Ger- 
m^ dominions^ when he ihall have time to make his 
royal virtues equally known among us* In the mean 
while we Wve the fatisfac^tion to find that his enemies 
have been only able to make ill impreflions upon the 
low and ignorant rabble of the nastion ; and to put the 

• dregs of the people into a ferment. 

We have already fecn how poor and contemptible 
a force ha& been raifed by thole who have dared to ap- 
pear openly againf^ his majefty^ and how they were 
bcjided 2Ps\dt encouraged by men whofe fenfe of their 
giSlt mad^'them defperafee in forming fo rafh an eii- 
^etprize, and difpirited in the execution oFit. But 
\5?e have not yet feen that ftrength which would be 
■ exerted in the defence of his ma}cfly, the Proteftant 
religion, and the Britijh liberties, were the danger 
•giieat^enough to require it. Shotild the king be re- 
' duced to the neceffity of fctting up the royal ftandard, 
how many thoufands would range themfelves under 
it i What a concourfe would there be o( nobles and 
patriots ! We rtiould fee men of another fpirit than 
what has api:)eared among the enemies to our country^ 
and fuch as' would out-fhme the rebellious part of the?r 
fellow-fubjedts as much in their gallantry as in their 
caufe. 

I fhall not fo much fufpe<5t the undcrftanding? of our 
adverfaries, as to think it neceifary ta enforce thefe 
confiderations, by putting them m mind of that fidelity 
and allegiance which is fo vilible in his majefty's fleet 
and army, or of many other particulars, which in all 
human probability, will perpetuate our prefent form o£ 
government, and which may be fuggefted to them by 
their own private thoughts. 

The party, indeed, that is oppoflte to our prefent 
happy ftttkmeiit, feehi to be driven out of the hopes 
of all human methods for carryinfr on their caufe, and 
are therefore reduced to the poor coazfort ^i prcviigi^s- 

and 
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and old womens fables. They begin to fee armies in 
the clouds, when all upon the earth have forfaken them. 
Nay, I have been lately (hewn a written prophefy that 
is handed among them with great fecrecy, by which 
it appears their chief reliance at prefent is upon a 
Ckepj'tre miller that was born with two thumbs upoo 
one hand. 

I have addrefTed this whole paper to the defpair of 
our malecontents, not with a defign to aggravate the 
pain of it, but to ufe it as a means of making them 
happy. Let them ferioufly confider the vexation and 
diiquietude of mind tliat they are treafuring up for them- 
ielves by flruggling. with a power which will be always 
too hard for them ; and by converting his majefty's 
reign into their own misfortune, which every impartial 
man muft look upon as the greateft bleffing to his 
country. Let them extinguifh thofe pafTions, which 
can only imbitter their lives to them, aiid deprive thcni 
of their fhare in the happinefs of the community. They 
may conclude that his majefty, in ftite' of any oppofi- 
tion they can form againft liim, will rtlaintain his juft 
autliority over them ; and whatever * uneafinefs they 
may give themfelves, they can create rionc in him, ex- 
cepting only becaufe they prevent him from exerting 
equally his natural goodnefs and benevolence to every 
fubjeii in his dominions. 



* N^ 25. Friday-^ March ij. 



^lid eft fapient'tae ? fetnper idevi velle atque ideiu 
nolle. Sen EC. 

IF, we may believe the obfervation which is made of 
us by foreigners, there is no nation in Europe fo 
much given. to change as the Kn^iijh, There are 
fome who afcribe this to the ficklencfs of our climate ; 
/ and 
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and others to the freedom of our government. From 
one or both of thefe caufes their writers derive that 
variety of humours which appears among the people in 
general, and that inconfiftency of charader whieh is to 
be found in alniofl every particular pcrfon. But as a 
man Ihould always be upon his guard againft the vices 
to which he is moft expofed, fo we ihould take a more 
than ordinary care not to lie at the m^rcy of the wea- 
ther in our moral condudl, nor to make a capricious 
ufe of that liberty which we enjoy by the hafpinefs of 
our civil conftitution. 

This inftability of temper dUght in a particular man- 
ner to be check'd, when it (hews itfelf in political af- 
fairs,, and difpofes men to wander from one fcheme of 
government to another : fince fiich a ficklenefs of be- 
haviour in pubiick meaiures, cannot but be attended 
with very fetal effedls to our country. 

In the fitft place ; it hinders any great undertaking, 
which requires length of time for its aceompliihment 
from being brought to its due perfeAion. There is not 
tiny inftaace in hiftory which better confirms this obfer- 
vation, than that which is ftill frefli in every one's me- 
mory. We engaged in the late war with a delign to 
reduce an exorbitant growth of power in the moft dan- 
.gerous enemy to Great Britain. We gained a long^ 
and wonderful feries of victories, and had fcarce any 
thing left to do, but to reap the fruits of them : when 
'on a fodden our patience failed us ; we grew tired of 
X)ur undertaking ; and received terms from thofe who 
were upon the point of giving us whatever we could 
have demanded of them. 

This mutability of mind in the Englijhy makes the 
ancient friends of our nation very backward to engage 
with us in fuch alliances as are necefTary for our mu- 
tual defence and fecurity. It is a common notion a- 
mong foreigners, that the Engliflj are good confede- 
rates«iti an enterprize which may. be difpatched within 
a (hort compafs of time ; but that they are not to be 
depended upon in a work which cannot be finifhed 
witliout conftancy and perfeverance. Our late mea- 
fures have fo bleoiiflied the national credit in this par- 
ticular^ 
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ticular, that thofe potentates who are entered into trea- 
ties with his prefent majefty, have been folely encou- 
raged to it by their confidence in his perfonal firmnefs 
and integrity. 

I need not, after this,tfuggeft to my reader the ig- 
nominy and reproach that falls upon a nation, which 
diftinguifhes it (elf among its neighbours by fuch a wa- 
vering and unfettled condudl. 

This our inconfiftency in the purfuit of fchemes 
which have been thoroughly digefted, has as bad an 
influence on our domeftick as on our foreign affairs, 
"We are told, that the famous prince of Conde ufed to 
alk the Englijh ambaflador upon the arrival of a mail, 
Who luas fecretary of J} ate in England by that pofi ? as 
a piece of raillery upon the ficklenefs of our politicks. 
But what has rendered this a misfortune to our coun- 
try, is, that pubMck minifters have no fooner made 
themfelves m afters of their bufinefs, than they have 
been difmifled from their employments j and that this 
diigrace has befallen very many of them, not becaufe 
they have deferved it, but becaufe the people love to 
fee new faces in high pofts of honour. 

It is a double misfortune to a nation, which is thus 
given to change, when they have a fbvereign at tl>e 
head of them, that is prone to fall in with all the. 
turns and veerings of the people. SalluJ}^ the graveft 
of all tlie Rovian hiftorians, who had formed his notions 
of regal authority from the manner in which he faw it 
exerted among the barbarous nations, makes the fol- 
lowing remark : Plerumque regiae voluntatesy uti tv- 
hementcsj fic mobiles faepe ipfne fibi advorfae. The 
nvii/s of ki7tgSj as they are generally vehement^ are like" 
ivije very fickle y and at different times oppoftte to theni" 
f elves* Were there any colour for this general obfer- 
vation, how much does 4t redound to the honour of 
fuch princes who arc exceptions to it ! 

The natural confequence of an urjfteady government, 
is the perpetuating of ftrife and frdlion among a di- 
vided people. Whereas a king who perfifts in tbofc 
fchemes which he has laid and has no. o her view in 
them but the good of his fubjedl?, extin^uiflies all 

hopes 
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hopes of advancement in thofe who would grow great 
by an oppofition to his meafures, and infenfibly u- 
aites the contending parties in tlicir common intereft. 

Queen Elizabeth^ who makes the greateft figure a* 
mong out Englijh fovereigtjf , was mod eminently re- 
markable for that fleadinefs and uniformity which raa 
through all her a<^ionS; during that long and glorious 
reign. She kept up to her chofen motto in every 
part of her life ; and never loft %ht of thofe great 
ends, which ihe propofed to herfelf on her accefGon 
to the throne, the happinefs of her people, and the 
ftrengthning of the Proteftant intereft. She often in- 
terpofed her royal authority to break the cabals which 
were forming againft her firft minifters, who grew old 
and died in thofe ftations which they filled with {^ 
great abilities. By this means (he baffled the many 
attempts of her foreign and domeftick enemies, and 
entirely broke the whole force and fpiritof that party 
among hdr fubje£ls, which was popiihly afFedled, and 
which was not a little formidable in the b^inning of 
her reign. 

The frequent changes and alterations in publick 
proceedings, the multiplicity offchemes introduced one 
upon anotitier, with the variety of fhort-lived favou- 
rites, that prevailed in their feveral turns under the go- 
vernment of her fucceflbrs, have by degrees broken us 
-into thofe unhappy diftinftions and parties, which have 
given fb much uneafinefs to our kings, and fb often 
endangered the fafety of their people. 

I queftion not but every impartial reader hath been 
beforehand with me, in confidering, on this occaiion, 
the happinefs of our country under the government 
• of his .prefent majefty ; who is fb defervedly famous 
for an inflexible adherence to thofe counfels which 
have a vifible tendency to the publick good, and to 
thofe perfons who heartily concur with him in pro- 
moting thefe his generous defigns. 

A prince of this character will be dreaded by his 
enemies, and ferved with courage and zeal by his 
friends ; and will either inftrudt us by his example to 

fix 
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fix tbe unfteadtnefs of our poiidcks^ or by Ids con- 
dud hinder it from 6x3kng us any prejudice. 

Upon the whole, as Siere is no tehiper of mi^d 
more unmanly in a private perfbn, nor more pernici* 
ous to the p^biidc in a member of a community, than 
that changeablenefs with which we are too juftly brand- 
ed by all our neighbours, it is to*be hoped that the 
ibundpart of the nation will give no farther occafioit 
for this reproach, but continue fteady to that happy 
el&btiihment >vhich has now taken place among u«. 
And as obftinacy in prejudices which are detrimental 
to our country, ought not to be miftaken for that vir- 
tuous refolution and firmnefs of mind which is necef- 
fary to our prefervation, it is to be wilhed that the 
enemies to our conftitation would fo far indulge *them- 
felves in this national humour, as to come into one 
xhange more^ by falling in with that plan of government 
vrhidi at4)rdrent they think fit to oppofe. At leaft we 
may expelft they will be fo wife as to (hew a legal obe- 
dience to the bed: of kings, who profefs the duty of 
paiEve obedience tq^ the word. 



N^26. Monday, March i(). 



Bella viri pacemquegeranty quels hellagerenda, Virg. 

WHEN the Athenians had long contended a- 
gainft the power of Philips he demanded of 
them to give up their orators, as wcU know- 
ing their oppofition would be foon at an end if it were 
not irritated from time to time by thefe tongne-war- 
riors. I have endeavoured, for the fame rcafon, to 
gain our female adverfaries, and by that means to dif- 
arm the party of its principal ftrcngth. Let them give 
us up their v/omen, and we know by experience how 
inconfiderable a refiftance we are to expedl from their 
men. 

This 



150 ^ T H E F R E E-H O L D E R. • NO 26. 

This (harp political humour has but lately prevailed 
in fo great a meafurc as it now does among the beauti- 
ful part of our fpecies. They ufed to employ them- 
felves wholly in, the fcenes of a domeftic life, -and pro- 
vided a woman could keep her houfe in order, (he ne- 
ver troubled herfelf about regulating the common- 
wealth. The eye of the miftrefs was wont to make her 
pe^vter Ihine, and to infpedt every part of her houftiold 
furniture as much as her looking-glafs. But at prefent 
our difcontented matrons are fo cdnverfant in matters 
of ftate, that they wholly negleft their private affairs : 
for we may always obferve that a goilip in politicks^ is 
a flattern in her family. 

It is indeed a melancholy thing to fee the diforders 
of a houfhold that is under the condiwft of an angry 
ftatefwoman, who lay« out all her thoughts upon the 
publick, and is only attentive to find out haifcarriages 
in the miniftry. Several women of this turn are fb 
^ameft in contending for, hereditary right, that they 
wholly negledt the education of their own fons and 
heirs : and are fo taken up with ^their zeal for the 
church, that they cannot find time to teach their 
children their catechifm. A lady who thus intrudes 
into the province of the men, was fo aftoniftiing a 
chara^Sler among the old Romans^ that when Aynaofia 
prefent ed herfelf to fpeak before tlie fenate, they 
looked upon it as a prodigy, and fent mefTengers to 
inquire of the oracle, what it might portend to the * 
commonwealth. 

It would be manifeftly to the difadvantage of the 
Britipj caufe, fhould our pretty loyalifts profefs an in- 
diiFerence in ftateraffairs, while their difefFedted fifters 
are thus indiiftrious to the' prejudice of their country ; 
and accordingly we have the fatisfadtion to find our 
fhe-afTofiates are not idle upon this occafion. It is 
owing to the good principles of thefe his majefty's fair 
and faithful fiibje6ls, that our country-women appear 
no lefs amiable in the eyes of the male-world, than 
tljcy have done in former ages. For where a great 
number of flowers grow, the ground at a diftancc 
fcems' entirely covered with them, and we muft walk 

into 
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into it, before vc caE diftingoKh the fcverai wecdi 
diat rpriug up in foch a beautiful mafs of colours, 
Onr ^at concern is, to find that deformity can arife 
among fe raony charms, and that the mod lovely parts 
©f the cf cation can make themfelves the moft difagrec- 
«ble. But it is an obfervation of the philofopScrs, 
that the beft things may be cormpted into the worft ; 
and the ancients did not fcruple to aifirm, that the 
Furies and the Graces were of the fame fex. 

As I (houid do the naticwi and themfelves good fer- 
vicc, if I couki draw the ladies, who ftill hold out 
againft his majefty, into the intereft of our prefent e- 
fiabiidnnent, I /hall propofe to their ferious confidera- 
tion, the' feveral inconveniences which thofe among 
them undergo^ who have not yet fnrrendered to the 
government. 

They ihould firft reflect on the great fufTcrings and 
perfecutions tp which they expofe themfdves by the 
cbftinacy of thdr behaviour. They lofe their ele<5lions 
in every dnb where they are let un for toafts. They 
are obliged by their principles to ftick a patch on the 
moft tmbecoming fide of thdr foreheads. They forego 
the afhantage of birth-day fiiits. They are infulted by 
ihe loyalty of claps and hifles every time they appear at 
9 play. They receive no benefit from the army, and 
arc never the better for all the young fellows tliat wear 
hats and feathers. They are farced to live in the coun- 
try and feed their chickens ; at the fame time that they 
might fhew themfelves at court, am! appear in brocade, 
if they behaved themfelves well. In fhort, what mufl 
go to the heart of every fine -woman, they throw them- 
felves quite out of the fafhion. 

The abbve^mentioned motiye>?muft have an influ- 
ence upon, the gay part of thi^^Jfe ; and as for thofe 
who arc adled by more fublime Jimd moral prindples, 
they fhould conuder, that they cannot fignalize them- 
felves as malecontents, without breaking through all 
the amiable inftinfts and fofter virtues, which arc pe- 
culiarly ornamental to womankind. Their timorous, 
gende, modeft behaviour ; their, affability, meekncfs, 
good-breeding, and many other beautiful difpofitions 
L of 
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of mindf mud be facrificed to a blind and furious zeal 
for they do not know what. A man is ftartled when 
he fees a pretty bofom heaving with fuch party-r?ge, 
as is difagrecable even in that fex which is of a more 
coarfe and rugged make. And yet fuch is our misfor- 
tune, that we fometimes fee a pair of (lays ready to 
buril with fedition ; and hear the mod mafculine paA 
(Ions exprefl in the fweeteft voices. I have lately been 
told of a country-gentlewoman pretty much &med for 
this virility of behaviour in party-difputes, who, up- 
on venting her notions very freely in a ftrange place, 
was carried before an honeft jufticc of peace. This 
pmdent magidrate obferving her to be a large black 
woman, and finding by her difcour(e that (he was no 
better than a rebel in her riding-hood,, began to fu(pedt 
her for my lord Nttkfdale ; till a ftranger came to her 
refcue, who a/Tured him, with tears in his eyes, that 
he was her husband. 

In tlie next place, our Brltijh ladies may confider, 
that by interefting themfelves (b zealoufly in the affairs 
of the pubKck, they are ingaged without any ncceflity, 
in the crimes which are often committed even by the 
beft: of parties, and which they are naturally exempted 
from by the privilege of their (ex. The worft cha- 
ra(5lcr a female could formerly arrive at, was of being 
an ill woman ; but by their prefent condudl, (he may 
likewife dcferve the character of an ill fubje(5l. They 
come in for their (hare of political guilt, and have found 
a way to make themfelves much greater criminals, than 
their mothers before them. 

I have great hopes. that thele motives, when they are 
a/uftcd by tlieir own refle<5bions, will incline the fair 
ones of the adverfe party to come over to tfce national 
intereft, in which their own is fo highly concerned , 
efpeciaily if they confider, that by thefe fuperfluous 
employments which they take upon them as partifans, 
they do notonly dip themfelves in an unneceffary guilt, 
but are obnoxious to a grief and anguifh of mind, which 
doth not properly fall within their lot. And here I 
ad' 1 c every one of thefe exafperated ladies, who in- 
dui^cs that opprobrious eloquence which is io much in 

** fafliion. 
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fafhidn, to reflear on JEfop's feble of the viper. This 
little animal^ fays" the old moralift, chancing to I'^eit 
nvifh a file y began to lick it ijjith her tongue till the blood 
came ; luhich gave her a very Jilly fatisfa^iofiy as inhT ^ 
ginhjg the blood came from the file^ notnuiti^ktnding liM ^ 
the ftnart *was in her o^^n tongue, " *^ 



N^ 27. Friday, March 23. 



dii Vifafecundant. Luc, 

IT is an old obfcrvation, tliat a time of peace is 
always a time of prodigies ; for as our news- writ- 
ers muft adorn their papers with that which the 
criticks call The Marvellous^ they are forced, in a 
dead calm of affairs^ to ran(ack every element for pro- 
per amufcments, and either to aftonifli their readers 
from time to time with a ftrange and wonderful fight, 
or to be content to lofe their cuftom. The fea is ge- 
nerally filled with monders when there are no fleets 
upon it. Mount Mtna immediately began to rage up- 
on the extindion of the rebellion : and woe to the 
people of Cutanea^ if the peace continues ; for they arc 
fure to- be (haken every Aveek with ear^uakes, till 
they are relieved- by the (lege of fome other great 
town in Europe, The air has likewife contributed its 
quota of prodigies. We had a blazing ftar . by the 
laft mail from Genoa; and in the prelent dearth of 
battles have been very opportunely entertained, by 
perfons of undoubted credit, with 'a civil war in the 
clouds, where our (harp-fighted malecontents difcovered 
many objedts, inviiible xxS an eye that is dimm*d by 
/^''/^/^-principles. ^ 

I queftion not but this paper will fall in with the 

prefent humour, fince it contains a very remarkable 

viiion of a Highland feer, wha ii famous among the 

L 2 mouQo 
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' jBOuntains, and known by the name of Se^^nd-Jighted 
Saix}?iey. Had he been aWe to write, we might pro- 
4)ably have feen tliis vifion fooncr in print ; for it hap* 
p«ned to him very early in the late hard wiiuer \ and is 
tranfmitted to me by a ftudent of Glajg(m>y who took 
the whole relation from him> and ftuck clofe to the fa6is^ 
though he has delivered them in his own ftyie, 

QJfVNE T was defcended of an ancient femily, very 
Z' much renowned for their (kill in prognofticks, 
Moft of his anceftor* were fecond-fighted, and faU 
mother but narrowly efcaped being burnt for a witch. 
As he was going out one morning v?ry early to fteal 
a {heep, he was feized on the fudden with a fit of fe- 
cond-ttght. The face of die whole conntry ftbout him 
was changed in the twinkling of an eye, and prefented 
bim with a wide proTped of new fcenes aad objedts^ 
ivhich he had never feen till that day. « 

He difcovered at a great dlftance firom him ar krge 
fabrick, which cafl fuch a giiftering li^t about it, that 
it looked like a huge rock of diamonds Upon the to^ 
of it was planted a {landard, ftreaming- in a (kpng 
NcMfthern wind, and embrmdered with a mixture of 
thiftles and fldwer-de-luces. As he was amuling him- 
ielf with this ftrange fight, he heard a bag-pipe at (bme 
diilance behind bim, and, turning about, faw a gene- 
tal who feemed very much animated with the found of 
My marching towards him at the head of a numerous 
army. He learnt, upon enquiry, that they were mak** 
ing a procefRan to the ftrudure which ftood before 
him, and which he found was the Temple of Rebellion. 
He immediately ftruck in with them ; but dcfcribed this 
march to the temple with fo much horror, that he flii- 
vered every joint all the while he fpoke of ]$.. They 
■were forced to clamber over fo tnany rocks^ and to 
txead upon the brink of fo many precipix:es, that they 
were very often in danges of their lives. Sawney de- 
clared, that for his own part he walked in fear of his 
neck every ftep he took. Upon their c<»nlng wiAin a 
few furlongs of the temple, they pailcd through a very 
thick grove, confecrated to a deity who was kiiown by 

tk 
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the name of Trtafon. Th!y here difperfed thcnrfelves 
into abundance of labyrinths and covered walks which 
led to the temple. The path was fo very flippery, the 
fhade fo exceeding gloomy, and the whole wood fo full 
of echoes, thatvthey were forced to march with the 
greateft warinefs, circumfpeftlon and filence. They at 
length arrived at a great gate, which was the principal 
avenue to that magnificent fabrick. Swwney ftood fome 
time at the entrance to obferve the fplendor of the 
building, and was not a little entertained with a prodi- 
gious number of ftatutes, which were planted up and 
down in a fpacioiis court that lay before it : but upon 
examining it more nicely, he found the whole fabrick, 
vhich made fuch a glittering appearance, and fecmed 
impregnable, was compofed of ice, and that die feve- 
ral ftatues which feemed at a diftance to be made of the 
whitcfi marble, were nothing elfe but fo many figures 
iltei^^. The front of the temple was very cihrioufly 
jfedol-he^s^ith ftars and garters, ducal coronets, gene* 
\aU ftafSMlid many other emblemS of honour wrought 
in the ihdft %eautiful frod-work. After having ftood 
at gaze fome time before this great gate, he difcovercd 
on it an infcription, fignifying it to be the Gate of 
Perjury. There was e^eded near it a great coloHus 
in fiiow that had two faces, and was^drefFed like a 
Jefnity with one of its hands upon a book, and the 
Other grafping a dagger^ Upon enterbig into the court, 
he took a particular futvey of (everal of the figures. 
There was Sedition with a trumpet in 4ier hand, and 
Rapine iii the garb of a Highlander : Ambition, Envy, 
Ditgrace, Poverty and Difappointment, were all of 
them reprefented under their proper cmblerti. Among 
other ftatues, he obferved that of Rumour whifpering 
an Idiot, in the ear^ who was the reprefentative of Cre- 
dulity ; and F«<5lion embracing with her hundred armi 
an old-fa(hioned figure in a fteeple-crown*d hat, that 
was dcfigned to exprefs a cunning old gipfy, called 
Paifive-obedience. Zeal too had a pla^ among tlie 
reft, with a bandage over her eyes, though one would 
^^ot have expe^ed to have feen her reprefented in 
]|iow. But the moft remarkable objc^ in this couri*- 
> L 3 yard. 
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yard), was a huge ttee that grew up befoM tiie porch 
«f the temple, and was of the lame kind with that, 
which Virgii tells us flourilhed at the entrance oi the 
inferlial regions. For it bore nothing but dreams, 
which hung -in cluftcrs under every leaf of it. The 
travellers rcfrefhed themfehres in the fhade of this tree 
before they entered the Temple of ReheH'miy and afber 
their friglits and fatigues, received great comfort in 
the fruit which fell from it. At length die g^es of the 
temple flew open, and the croud ru(hed into it. In 
liie centre of it was a grim Idol, with a fword in the 
sight hand, and a firebrand in the left. The fore- 
part of tlic pedeftal was ciHrioilfly embolTed with a tri- 
umph, whik tl^ back-part, that lay more dot of fight, 
was filled with gibbets and a?»8. This dreadflil Idol 
' i« v/orfhipped, like feveral of old, wiA human facri- 
fices, and his votaries were confuldng among them- 
fclves, how to gratify him with hecatombs ; when on 
a fiidden tlicy were furprized with the alarm of a great 
light which appeared in the Southern part of the hea- 
vens, and made its progrefs dire^Hy- towards them. 
This light appeared as a great mafs of flame, or rather 
glory, Hke that of the fun in its ftrength. There 
were three figures in the midR of it, who were known 
by their feveral hierogly flicks, to be Religion, Loy- 
alty, and Valour. The laift had a gracefbl air, a bloom* 
ing cbuntenance, and a ftar upon its breaft, which (hot 
forth feveral pointed beams of a peculiar luftre. The 
glory which encompaffed them, covered the place, and 
darted its rays with fo much ftrcngth^ that the whole 
fabrick and all its ornaments began to melt. The fe- 
veral emblems of honour, which were wrought on the 
front in the. brittle materials above-mentioned, trickled 
away under the firft impreflions of the heat. In fhort, 
the thaw was fb violent, that the temple and ftatues 
ran off in a fudden torrent, and the whole winter-piece 
was dilTolved. The covered walks were kid open by 
the light which fhone through every p»t of them, and 
the dream-tree withered Kke the famous gourd, tliat 
was (mitten by the noon -day fun. As for the votaries, 
they left the place with the greateft precipitation, and 

dif:. 
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dHperfed dierafelves by flight inter a:tliourand <ii€«xvnt 
pathe^ among the moumains* 



N^ 28. Monday., March 26. 



' Incendia hunen 



Wradmhant i aliquifque malofuit ufus m illon Ov. Met, 

SIR Francis Bacon^ in tfie dedication before his 
hiftory oli Henry the feventh, obfcrve*, that peace- 
able times are the beft to live in, though not fo ' 
proper to furniAi materials for a writer : As hUly coun- 
tries afford die mofl entertaining profpeds^ though a 
man would choofe to travail through a plain one. To 
this we may add, that the times which are Hill of dtT- 
orders and tumults, are Hkewife the fuUefli of inftru^on. 
Hii^ory indeed fumifhes us with very diSini^ accounts 
of fedionsy confpiractes^ civil wars and rebellions^ 
with the fjttal confequences, that attend them : but they 
do not make fuch deep and lading impreflloas on our 
minds, as events of the fame nature, to which we 
have ourfelves been witnertes, and in which we or 
our friends and acquaintance have been fuffcrers. As 
adverfity makes a man wife in his private affairs, civil 
calamities give bim prudence and circum(pe(5tion in his 
publick conduft. 

Tlie miferics of the civil war under the reign of 
king Charles the firft, and the confcquences which 
enfued^pon them,, did, for many years, deter the in- 
habitants of our idand from the thoughts of engaging 
anew in fuch defperate undertakings ; and convinced 
them by fatal experience, that nothing could be fb 
pernicious to the Englijhj and fo oppofite to the genius 
of the pe^le, as the mbveriion of monarchy. In the 
like manner, we may hc^ that the great expences 
hrott^ upon the nation by the prefent rebellion ; the 

fufferings 
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fufferings of innocent people, who have lived in that 
place which was the fcene of it; with that dreadful 
profpetft of ruin and confufion which muft have fol- 
lowed its fuccefs ; will fecureus from the like attempts 
for the future, and fix his majefty upon the throiie of 
Great Britain; efpecially when thofe who are prompt- 
ed to fuch wicked praftices refleft upon the punifh- 
ments to which the criminals have expoled themfelves, 
and the miferies in which they have involved their re^. 
lations, friends, and families. 

It will be likewiie worth their while to confider, how 
fuch tumults and riots, as have been encouraged by 
many, who, we may hope, did not propofe to them- 
felves fuch fatal coniequences, lead to a civil .war : and 
how naturally that (editious kind of converfation, which 
. many feem to think confident with their religion and 
. morality, ends in an open rebellion. I queftion not 
but the more virtuous and confiderate part of our male- 
contents are noW ftung with a very juft remorfe for 
this their manner of proceeding, which has fo vifibly • 
tended to the deftrudlion of their friends, and the fuf^ 
ferlngs of their country. This may, at the fame time, 
prove an inftruftivc lefTon to the boldeft and braveft a- 
mong the difafFcifted, not to build any hopes upon the 
talkative zealots of their party ; who have (hewn by 
their whole behaviour, that their hearts^ are equally 
^icd with treafon and cowardife. An army of trum- 
peters would give as great a ftrength to a caufe, as this 
confederacy of tongue-warriors ; who, like thofe mi- 
litary muficians, content themfelves with animating 
their friends to battle, and run out of the engagement 
upon the firft onfet. 

But one of the moft ufeful maxims we can learn from 
the prefent rebellion, is, tliat nothing can be more 
contemptible and infignificant, than the faim of a peo- 
ple, when they are inftigated againft a king, vho is 
fi'pported by the two branches of the legiflature. A^ 
mob may pull down a meeting-houfe, but will never 
be able to over-turn a government, which has ^ coura- 
geous and wife prince at the head of it, and one who -* 
is zcaloufly aiHAed by the great council of the nation. 



K0 28. THE F RE E-H OLDER. 129 

tHat beft know the vakte of him. The jwdiority of the 

lords and cocmnons of Gr^at Britainj in conjunction 

Mrith that of tlieir foinereigii> Is not to be contpcmkd b«f 

a. tmmiltBary rabbk. It U big with fleets and am»€s^ 

. can fortify itfelf with what law& it fhaii jiK%e proper . 

for its own defence^ can command the wealdi of the 

kingdom for the fecnrity oi the people^ and engage the 

-whole Froteftant interefb of Euro^ in ib good «id juft 

a canle. A diibrderly mnltittide contending with the 

body of the legiflature^ is Hke a man in a fit under 

tile condnd of one in the fuhicfs of his health and 

firength. Snch a one is fiire to be aver-^raled in a little 

time, though he deals abont his biows, and exerts him* 

felf in the moft fnrioas convulsions while the difteni^er 

is upon him. 

We may fiurther learn from the coorfe of the prefenfi 
rebeliion, who among the foreign (btes in onr ndgh-* 
bonrhood are the true and natural friends of Great 
Britain^ if we obferve which of them give ns their af- 
itftance in reducing our country to a ftate of peace and 
tranquillity, and which of them ufed their endeavours 
to hoghten bur confufions, and pknge us into all the 
evils of a civil war. I fhall only take notice imder 
this heady that in former ages it was the ccmftant po- 
licy of France to raifc and cherifh inteftine feuds anl^- 
di^ords in the iile of Great Britain^ that we might ei- 
ther fall a ptey into their hands, or that they might 
profecuteiKeir defigns upon the continent with lefs 
interruption. Innumerabie inllances of this nature 
^ ocetir in hifirory. .The mod: remarkable one was that 
in the reign ai king Charles the firft. Though that 
prince was married to a daughter oi France ^ and was 
perTonally beloved and efteemed ill the French court, 
it is well known that they abetted both parties in the 
civil war, and always furniflied fupplies to the weaker 
fide, left there fhould be an end put to thofe fatal divi- 
fions. 

We might alfo obferve, that this rebellion has been 
a means of difcovering to hi* majefty, how much he 
may depend upon the profcfTions and principles of the 
feveral parties among his own fubjedls j who arc thofe 

perfons 
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voaeratioii to men of virtue ; and rejoice to iee them- 
felvcs conduced by tbofe, who aft under the awe of a 
fupreme Being, and who think themfelves accountable 
for their proceedings to the great Ju<%e and Superin- 
tendent of human affairs. 

Thofe of our fellow-fubjeas, who are fenfible of the 
happinefs they enjoy in his majefty*s accefGon to the 
throne, are obliged, by att the duties of gratitude^ to 
adore that providence which has fo fignalfy interpofed 
in our behalf, by clearing a way to the Proteftant fuc- 
ce(£on through fuch difficulties as feemed infiiperable ; 
by detefting the confpiracies which have been formed 
againft k ; and, by many wondcrjfal events, weakening 
thqf hands, and baffling the attempts of all his maje- 
fty's enemies, both foreign and domeftick. 

The party, who diftinguifti themfelves by their zeal 
for the prefent eftablifhment, ^oiild be careful, in a 
particular manner, to difcover in their whofe conduft 
liich a reverence for religion, as may (hew how ground- 
lefs that reproach is which is caft upon them by their 
enemies, of being averfe to our national woHhip. While 
others engrofs to themfeves the name of The Churchy 
and, in a manner, excommanicate the beft part of 
thek fellow-fiibjefts ; kt us fhew ourfelves the ge- 
nuine fons of it, by praftifing the doftrines which it 
teaches. The advantage will be vifibly on our fide, 
if we ftick to its eflentials ; while they triumph in that 
empty denomination which they bcftow upon them- 
felves. Too many of them are already dipt in the guilt 
of perjinry and fedition ; and as we remain unble- 
mifhed in thefe particulars, let us endeavour to excel 
them in all the other parts of religion, and we (hall 
quickly find, that a regular morality is, in its own na- 
t«r2, more popular, as well as more meritorious, than 
an intemperate zeal. ^ 

We have likewife in the prefent times of con&fion 
and diforder, an opportunity of fhewing our abhor- 
rence of fcveral principles which have been afcribed 
to us by the malice of our enemies. A difaffeftion to 
kings and kingly government, with a pronenefs to re- 
bellion^ have been often very unjuftly charged on that 

party 
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party which goes by the name of Whigs. Oar fteady 
and continued adherence to his majefty and the prefent 
happy fettiement, will the moft efFedbually confute this 
calumny. Our adverfaries, who know very well how 
odious commonwealth-principles arc to the EiigliJIi 
nation^ have inverted the very (enfe of words arid 
things, rather than not continue to brand us with this 
imaginary guilt : for with fome of thefe men, at prefent, 
loyalty to our king is republicanilm, and rebellion 
paflive-obedience . 

It has been an old obje<ftion to the principles of the 
Whlgs^ that feveral of their leaders, who have been 
zealous for redreffing the grievances of government, 
have not behaved themfelves better than the Tories in 
domeilick fcenes of life : but at the fame time have 
been publick piitriots and private opprefTors. This 
objeftion, were it true, has . no weight in it, fince the 
mifbehaviour of particular perfbns does not at all afFed: 
their caufe, and fince a man may a(5l laudably in fpme 
rcfpefts who does not fo in others. However, it were 
to be wifhed, that men would not give occafion even to 
fuch inveftivcs ; but at the fame time they confult the 
happinefs of the whole, that they would promote it to 
their utmoft in all their private dealings among thofe 
•who lie more immediately within their influence. In 
the mean while I muft obferve, that this reproach, 
which may be often met with both in print and con- 
ver(ation, tends in reality to the honour of ^cWhigfy 
as it fuppofes that a greater regard to jufticeand^iu- 
manity is to be expefted from them than from thofe 
of the oppofite party : and it is certain we cannot better 
recommend our principles, than by fuch actions as are 
their natural and genuine fruits. 

Were we thus careful to guard ourfelves in a parti- 
cular manner againft thefe groundlcfs imputations of 
our enemies, and to rife above them as much in our 
morality as in our politicks, our caufe would be al- 
ways as flourifhing as it is juft. It is certain, that 
our notions have a more natural tendency to fuch a 
pradlice, as we cfpoufe tlie Proteftant intercft in oppo- 
poUtion to tliat of Popery, which W fo far from ad* 
M vancing 
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vanqing morality by its dodtrines, that it has weakened, 
or entirely fubverted, many of the duties even of na- 
tural religion. 

I (hall conclude, with recommending one virtue more 
to the friends of the prefent eftablifhment, wherein die 
Whigs have been remarkably deficiwt ; which is a ge- 
neral unanimity and concurrence in the puriuit of fuch 
meafures as* are neceffary for the well-being of their 
country. As it is a laudable freedom of thought 
which unfhakles their minds from the poor and narrow 
prejudices of education, and opens their eyes to a more 
cxteniive view of the publick good ; the fame freedom 
of thought difpofes feveral of them to the embracing of 
particular fchemes and maxims, and to ascertain fin- 
gularity of opinion which proves highly prejudicial to 
their caufe-; efpecially when they are encouraged in 
them by a vain breath of popularity, or by the artifi- 
cial praifes which are beftowed on them by the oppodte 
party. This temper of rain^, though the effedi of a 
noble principle, very often betrays tlieir friends, and 
brings into power the moft pernicious and implacable 
of tl^ir enemies. In cafes of this nature, it is the 
djuty of an honed and prudent man, to facrifice a doubt- 
ful opinion to the concurring judgment of thofe whom 
he believes to be well-intentiomed to. their country, 
and who have better opportunities of lookii^ into all 
its moft complicated intcrefts. An honeft party of men 
afting with linanimity, are of infinitely greater coofe- 
quence than the fame party aiming ayt the fame end by 
different views : as a large diamond is of a thoufand 
times greater value while it rerowns entire, than when 
it is cut into a multitude of fmaller ftone^, notwith- 
flanding they may each of them, be very curionfly fet, 
aod are all of the faipe water. • 
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mi 

N^ SO, Monday, April 2. 

ly verbis virtutem illude fuperbis, Virg. 

AS I was fome years ago engaged in converfation 
with a fafhionable French Abbe upon a fubjeft 
which the people of that kingdom love to ftart 
in difcoiirfe, the comparative greatnefs of the two na- 
tions ; he afked me, How luany fonts I thought there 
Might be ia London ? I replied, being willing to ,do 
my country all the honour I fairly could, that there 
were feveral who computed them at near a million : 
but. not finding that furprize I expected in his coun- 
tenance, I returned the queftion upon him, How mnny 
be thought there might be in Paris P To which he an- 
fwered, with a certain, grimace of coldnefs and indiffe- 
rence, About ten or tnvelve millions. 

It would, indeed, be incredible to a man who has 
never been in Francey fhould one relate the extravagant 
notion they entertain of themfelves, and the mean opi- 
nion they have of their neighbours. There are cer- 
tainly (notwithftanding the vifible decay of learning 
and tafte which has appeared among them of late years) 
many particular perfbns in that country, who are emi- 
nent in the higheft degree for their good fenfe, as well 
as for their knowledge in all the arts and fciences. 
But I believe every one, who is acquainted v/ith them, 
will allow, that the people in general fall far fhort of 
thofe, who border upon them, in ftrength and fblidity 
of underllanding. One would therefore no more won- 
der to fee the moft (hallow nation of Europe the mod 
vain, than to find the moft empty fellows in every di- 
ftin^ nation more conceited and cenforious than thfe 
reft of their countrymen. Prejudkc and (elf-fiifficicncy 
naturally proceed from incxperieHcc of the world, and 
M 2 igno- 
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ignorance of mankind. As it requires but very fmaJl 
s^ilities to difcover the imperfcftions of another, we 
f ni that none are more apt to turn their neighbours • 
into ridicule, than thofe who are the moft ridiculous 
in their own private conduft. 

Thofe among the French^ who have feen nothing 
but their own country, can jcarcc bring themfeives to 
believe, that a nation, which lies never fo littie North 
©f them, is not full of Gofhs and Vandals. Nay thofe 
among them who travel iruo foreign parts are fo pre- 
judiced in favour of their own imaginary politenefs, 
that they are apt to look upon every thing as barbarous 
in proportion as it deviates from what they find at 
home. No Icfs a man than an ambaffador of France^ 
being in converfation witli our king of glorious me- 
mory, and willing to encourage his majefty, told him, 
that he talked like a Frenchman, The king finiled at 
the encomium wliich was given him, and only replied, 
Siry I am fur e you do. An eminent writer of the laft 
age was fo offended at this kind of infolencc, which 
fcewed itfelf very plentifully in one of their travellers 
who gave an account oi England y that he vindicated the 
honour of his country in a book full of jufl fatire and 
ingenuity. I need not acquaint my reader, th^t I mean 
bifhop Spraf% anfwer to Sorbiere. 

Since I am unon this head, I cannot forbear mention- 
ing fome profound remarks that I have been lately 
(hewn in a French book, the author of which lived, it 
feems, fome time in England, The Englilh, fays this 
curious traveller, very 9nuch delight in Pudding, Thif 
is the favourite difh not only of the clergy ^ hut of the 
people in general. Provided there be a Pudding upon 
the table y no matter *what are the other difloes s they are 
fure to make a feaft. They think the?nfelves fo happy 
*when they have a Pudding before theiUy that if any one 
*vjould tell a friend he is arrived in a lucky jun£iure^ 
the ordinary falutation isy Sir, I am glad to fee you^ 
you are come in Pudding-time. 

One cannot have the heart to be angry at this judi- 
cious obferver, notwithftanding he has treated us like 
a race of Hottentots^ becaufc he only taxes us with our 

in- 
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inordinante love of pudding, which, it muft be con- 
feiled, is not Co elegant a difh as frog and fallat. Every 
one v(ho has been at Paris, knows that Ungros Mihri 
Anglois is a frequent jeft upon the French ftagc ; as if 
corpulence was a proper mbjed for iatire, or a m^i 
of honour could help his being £it, who eats fuitable to 
his quality. 

. It would be endlefs to recount the invectives which 
are to be met with among the French hidorians, and 
even in Mezeray himielf againft the manners of our 
countrymen. Their authors in other kinds of writing 
are likewife very liberal in characters of the (ame na- 
ture. I cannot forbear mentioning the learned Mon- 
dcuTPatJn in particular ; ^who tells us in fo many words, 
T'hat the Englifti are a people , luhom be naturally abhors z 
And in another place, That he looks upon the Englijjf'^ 
among the fever at nations of men, as he does uponfuQolves 
among the feveral fpecies of beajis, A Brit/Jh writer 
would be very juftly .charged with want of polltenefs, 
who, in return to this civility, fhould look upon the 
French as that part of mankind which anfwers to a fjje- 
cies in ^the brute creation, whom we call in EngUfh by 
the name of monkies. 

If the French load us with thefe indignities, we may* 
obferve, for our comfort, that they give the reft of their 
borderers no better quarter. If we are a dull, heavy,, 
phlegmatick people, we are it feems no worfe than our 
neighbours. As an inftance, I (hall fet down at large 
a remarkable paflage in a famous book. intituled Cbevrae^ 
ana, written many years ago by the celebrated Mon- 
lieur ChevYeati ; after having advertifed my reader that 
the dutchefs of Hanover, and the princcfs Elizabeth of 
'Bohemia, who are mentioned in it, were the late ex- 
cellent princefs Sophia and her filler. 
r Tiicnus pour un AUemand, parle et ecrit blen Fran- 
gois, St Scaliger : Gretzer a bien de Tefprit pour un 
Aliemand, ditle Cardinal du Perron; Et leP.Bouhours 
met en quefiion. Si un Aliemand peut etre bcl efprit ? 
On ne doit j tiger ni bien ni mal ^une nation par unpar- 
ticulier, niJ'un particulier par fa nation. II y a des 
Allemandsf coinme des Francois, qui n^ out point d' efprit ;. 
M 3 det 
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des Allemands^ mil ont fid plus d'Hehreuy phis de Cr^c, 
e Scatiger st te Car dim I du Perron : J konore fort ie 
, Bouhoursy qui a du merite; Jiiais J^ofe dirCy aue la 



que Scatiger st Ie Car dim I du Perron : J konore fort ie 
jPs BouhourSy qui a du merite; mais J^ofe dirCy aue lu 
France n*n point de plus hel Efprit que madame la du- 



chelTe de Hanovre d' aujourdhui, ni de p erf otme plus fo^ 
lidament favante en philofophie que f etoit madame la 
princefle Elizabeth de Boheme, fa Soeur : Et je ne cross 
fas que V on refnfe Ie vie me titre a beaucoup d^acade^ 
tniciens d\illemagne dont les ouvrages merjteroient hien. 
d'etre trad nits. II y a d'autres princejfes en Aller?iagne^ 
qui ont infiniment de V ejprit. Les Francois difent c'eft 
on Allemind, pour exprtjner un hoynme pefanty brutal 7 
Et les Allemands comme les It aliens y c*cft un Fran 90! s, 
pour dire un fou et un etourdi, Ceji aller trop loin 7 
comme' Ie prince de Sale dif de Ruvter, 11 eft honnete 
homme, c' eft bien dommage qui'l foit Chretien. - Che^ 
vraeanay Tom. I. 

* Tilenusy fays Scaligery fpeaks and writes well fbt a: 

* German. Gretzer has a great deal of wit for a Ger/nan^ 

* fays cardinal Perron, And father Bouhours slakes it 
' a qu eft ion, Whether a German can be a wit ? One 

* ought not to judge well or ill of a nation from a par- 
^ ticular pcrfbn, nor of , a particular perfon from his 
^ nation. There are Germans y as there are Frejich^ 
' who have no wit : and Germans who are better fkil* 

* led in Greek and Hebreixj than either Scaliger or the 

* cardinal du Perron, I have a great honour for father 

* Bodhoursy who is a man of merit ; but will be bold 
' to fay, that there is not in all FrancCy a perfon of 
^ more wit than the prefent dutchefs of Hanover ; nor 

* mere thoroughly knowing in philofbphy, than vias 
'the late princefs Elizabeth oi Boheviia her fifter \ and 
** I believe none can refufe the fame title to' many aca* 

* deniicJans in Germany y whofe works very well deferve 

* to be tranflated into our tongue. There arc other 
' prince (fes in Germany y who have alfo an infinite deal 

* of wit. The French fay of a man, that he is a 6Vr- 

* many when they would fignify that he is duH and 

* heavy : and the Germans y as well as the Italia fiSy 

* when they would caP .. luan, a hair-brain'd coxcomb, 
' fay he is a French man. This is going too far, and 
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^ is like the governor of Saf/y's faying of De Ruyter 
^ ihtDutchalAxmxdXy He*s anboneftman, ^tis great pity 
* he u a Ckrtftian,^ 

Having already run my paper out to its ufual length, 
I have not room for many refle«Elions on that which is v 
the fubjedi of it. The laft cited author has been before- 
hand with mc in its proper moral. I {hall only add to 
it, that there has been an unaccountable difpoiition a- 
mong the Englijh of late years, to fetch the fafhion^ 
from the French^ not only in their drefs and behaviourj^ 
but even in their judgment and opinions of mankind. 
It will however be reafonable for us, if we concur with 
them in their contempt of other neighbouring nations, 
that we fliould likewile regard ourfelves under the fame 
view in which they are wont to placeus. The reprc- 
ientations they m^e of us, are as of a nation the leaff 
favoured by them ; and, as thefe are agreeable to the 
natural averfion they have for ws, are more difadvan- 
tageous than the piftures they have drawn of any other 
people in Europe. 
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Omnes homines^ P, G, ^ui de rebus duhlis confultanty ab 

odioy amkitlaj iruy atque miferkordia vacuos effe decet, 

Caesar ap. Sallust. 

IH A V E purpofely avoided, during the whole courfc 
of this paper, to fpeak any thing concerning the 
treatment which is due to fuch perfons as have 
been concerned in the late rebijliion, becaufe 1 "would 
not fecm to irritate juftice ajrainft thofe who are wider 
tiie profecution of the law, iior Incenfe any of my rea« 
ders againft unhappy though guilty men. But when v e 
find the proceedings of our government in this particu- 
lar traduced and raifreprefented, it is the duty of every 
• good fubjeft to fet them in their proper light. 

I ara 
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I am the more prompted to this undertaking by a 
pamphlet intituled^ ^n argument to prove the affeSions 
of the people ^England to be the bejifecurity ofthego*^ 
vernment ; humbly offered to the conjideration o/thepa^ 
irons offever'tty^ and applied to the prefent junfiure of 
affairs^ Had the whole fcbpe of the author bceii an- 
^erable to his title ^ he would have only undertaken 
to prove what every man in his wits is already oonvin* 
ceci of. But the drift of the pamphlet is to ftir up our 
companion towards the rebels^ and our indignation 
againft the government. The author, who knew that 
fuch a defign as this, could not be carried on without 
a great deal of artifice and fbphiilry, has puzzled and 
perplexed his cauic, by throwing his thoughts together 
in fuch a fhidied confaflon^ that upon this account, if 
opon any, his pamphlet is, as the party have repreien- 
ted it, unanfwerabk. 

The famous Monfieur Bayle^QWi^xtt% the anfwering 
of an immethodical author to the hunting of a duck ; 
^ when you have him full in your fight, and fancy your- 
felf within reach of him, he gives you the flip, and be- 
comes invifiWc. His argument is loft in fuch- a vari- 
ety of matter, that you muft catch it where you can, 
as it rifes and difappears in the feveral parts of his dif^ 
courfe. 

The writer of this pamphlet could, doubtlefs, have 
ranged his thoughts in nnich better order, if he had 
pleafed : but he knew very well, that error is not to 
be advanced by perlpicuity. In order tlierefore to an- 
fwer this pamphlet, I muft rediice the fubftance of it 
under proper heads ; and difembroil the tlioughts of 
the author, flnce he did not think fit to do ithimlelf. 

In the firft place I fhall obferve, that the terms which 
the author makes ufe of are loofe, general, and unde* 
fined, as will be (hewn in the fequel of this paper ; and 
what lefs becomes a fair reafoncr, he puts wrong and 
invidious names on every diing to colour a falfe way 
of arguing. He allows that the rebels Indifputably mc^ 
rit to be fever ely chaffed ; that they defcrve it accord-" 
ing to la<w ; and that if they are punijhed they have none 
to thank but themfehesj Cp. 70 How can a man after 

fuch 
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fucb a concefTion make ufe fometimes of the jvord cm- 
eityy but generally of revenge y when he pleads againft 
the exercile of what, according to his own notion, 
is at the moft but rigid jufticc ! Or why are fuch exe- 
cutions, which, according to his own opinion, are le- 
gaj, fo often to be called violence and daughter ? Not 
to mention the appellations given to thofe who do not 
agree with him in his opinion for cle^iency, as the 
b lood-thirflyyihc political butchers fjlafc chirurgeons, and 
the like. 

But I fhall now (peak of that point, which is the 
great and reigning fallacy of the pamphlet, and runs 
more or lefs through every paragraph. His whole ar- 
gument turns upon this (ingle connderation ; whether 
the king (houid exert mercy or juftice towards thofe 
who have openly appeared in the prefcnt rebellion ? 
By mercy he means a general pardon, by juftice a ge- 
neral puniftiment : fo that he fuppofcs no other method 
prafticablein this jundure, than either the forgiving all 
or the executing all. Thus he puts the qucftion, Whe- 
ther it be the inter eft of the prince U deftroy the rebels 
by fire y fiword; or gibbet ? (p. 4.) And Ipeaking of 
the zealots for the government y he tells us, they think no 
remedy fo goody as to wake clear 'work ; and that they 
declare for the utter extirpation of all tvho are its ene^ 
vties in the moft minute circumftance : as if amputation 
nvere the file remedy thefe political butchers could find 
out for the diftempers of a ft ate j or that they thought 
the only *way to make the topflour\/hy ivere to lop off the 
under branches y (p. 5.) He then fpeaks of the coffee* 
houfe politicians y and the cafuifts in red-^oats ; IVhoy he 
tells us, are for the utmoft rigour that their lo'ws ofnvar 
or laws of convenience can infpire them nvithy (p. 5.) 
Again^ // is reprejentedy fays he, that the rebels deferve 
the higheft puniflyment the la^'s caninfti^y (p. 7.) And 
afterwards tells us, The queftion /*/, Whether the govern^ 
vient fhall ftje^M fuercyy or take a reverend diviners ad" 
viccy to flay man and'womany infant and fuelling /^(p. 8.) 
Thus again he tells us. The friends to fever e counfels 
alledgCy that the government ought not to be moved by 
compaj/ion i and that the law ftjould have its courfey (p.9 .) 

And 
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And in another place puts thefe words in their mouths^ 
He may Jiill retain their aJfeSliony and yet let the 
lanvs have their coiirfe in punijhing the guilty y (p. 18.) 
He goes upon the fame fuppodtion in the following 
paflages j It is imprailicahle in fo general a corruption ^ 
to defiroy all njoho are infe£ied ; and tinlefs ytnt dejiroy 
ally you do^ nothing to the purpofe^ (p. 10.) Shall our 
rightful kingjhe*w himfelflefs the true father of his peo* 
ple^ and afford hii pardon to none of thofe people^ tvho 
{like king Lear to his daughters^ had fo great a confix 
dence in his virtue as to give him all? (p, 25.) I fhall 
only add, that the concluding paragrapl^, which is 
work'd up with fo much artificial horror^ goes upon a 
fuppofition anfwerable to the whole tenor of the pam- 
phlet ; and implies, that the impeached lords were to be 
executed without exception or discrimination. 

Thus we (ee what is the author's idea of that juf- 
tice againft which all liis arguments are levelled. If, in 
the next place, we confider the nature of that clemency 
which he recommends, we find it to be no lefs univer* 
fal and unreftrained. 

He declares for 2i general aEl of indemnityy (p. 20.) 
and tells us, // // the fenfe of every difpufibnate man of 
the kingdom y that the rebels may and ought to he pardon-' 
edj (p. 19.) One popular a6ly ftys he, lijotdd even yet, 
retrieve ally (p. 21.) He declares himfelf not w^ry^«</ 
of the do£irijies of making examples of traitorsy (ibid.) 
And that the ivay to prevent things frmn being brought 
to an extremity y is to deal mildly ^ith thofe unfortunate 
gentleman engaged in the rebellion. 

The reader may now fee in how, fallacious a manner 
this writer has ftated the controverfy : he (uppofes 
there are but two methods of treating the rebels : that 
is, by cutting off every one of them to a man, or par- 
doning every one of them without, diftindion. Now 
if there be a third method between thefe two extremes, 
which is on all accounts more eligible than either of 
them, it is certain thkt the whol^ courfe of his argu- 
mentation comes to nothing. Every man of the plain- 
eft underftanding will eafily conclude, that in the cafe 
before us, as in molt others, we ou^t to avoid both 

extreams : 
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extre^uns ; That to deftroy every rebel wouki be an 
excelRve fe verity, and to forgive every one of them 
an unrcafonable weaknefs. The proper method of pro- 
ceedings U that which the author has purpofely o- 
mitted ; namely to temper juftice %vith mercy ; and, 
according to the different circumflances that aggra- 
vate or dleviate the guilt of the offenders^ to reftrain 
the force of the law6, or to let them take thein proper 
courfe. Pnniihments are neccdary to Ihew there is 
jufiice in a government, and pardons to ihew there 1» 
mercy ; and both together convince the people, -that 
our conftitution, under a good adminiikration, does not 
only make a difference between the gnilty and the in* 
nocent, but even among the guilty between fiich as are 
more or lefs criminal. 

This middle method, which has been always prac- 
tiied by wife and good governors, has hitherto been 
made ule of by our (bvereign. If, indeed, a (hranger^ 
and one who is altogether unacquainted with his ma- 
jefly'a condvi^, (houid read this pamphlet, he would 
conclude that every perfon engaged in the rebellioa was 
to die fy thefwordy the halter y or the axe / nay, that 
their friends and abettors were involved in the fame 
fate. Would it be poillble for him to imagine, that of 
the feveral tliou&nds openly taken in arms, and liable- 
to death by the laws of their country, not above forty 
have yet Offered ? How would he befurprized to hear, 
that, notwithftanding his majefty's troops have been 
vi^rious in every enga^ent^ more o( his friends 
have lofi their lives in this rebdilion, than of his trd- 
terous fub^e^ls ; though we add to tli^fe who have died 
by the hand of juAice thofe of them who feU in battle ? 
And yet we find a more popular compafOon endeavoured 
to be raifed for the deaths of the guilty, who have 
brought fuch ealamitks on their country, than for the 
innocent who perifhed in the defence of it. 

This middle method of proceeding, which has been 
purfued by his majefty, and is wilfully overiooked by 
the author, beft anfwers the ends of governmwit ; which 
is to maintain the fafety of the pubfick by rewards and . 
punifhnKnts. It is alfo incumDcnt on a governor, ac- 
cording 
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cording to the received dictates of religioa; which 
indrudls us, That he heareth not thefword in vain; hut 
ought to he a terror to evil-doer f^ and a praife to them 
that do ivell. It is likewife in a particular manner the 
duty of a Britijh king, who obliges himfelf by his co- 
ronadon-oath to execute juftice in mercy y that is, to 
mix them in his adminiftration, and not to exerciie 
eithtr of them to the total exclufion of the other. 

But if we confider the arguments which this author 
gives for clemency, from the good efFefts it would pro- 
duce, we (hall find, that they hold true only when ap- 
plied to fuch a mercy as ferves rather to mitigate than 
exclude juftice. The excellence of that unlimited cle- 
mency which the author contends for, is recommended 
by the following arguments. 

Fir fly That it endears a prince to his people. This 
|ie defcants on in feveral parts of his book. Clemency 
nvill endear his perfon to the nation ; and then they ivill 
neither have the ponver nor nvill to dijiurb him^ (p. 8.) 
Was there ever a cruel priticcy that *was not hated by hit 
fuhje^s? (p. 42.) A merciful good'tmturd difpojit ion 
is of all others the mofl amiable quality , and in princes 
always attended nvith a popular lovcy (p. 18.) 

It is certain, that fiich a popular love will always 
rife towards a good prince, who exercifes fuch a mercy 
as I have before defcribed, which is confiftent with 
the fafety of the coiiftitution, and the good of his king- 
dom. But if it be thrown away at random, it lofes its 
virtue, leflens the efteem and authority of a prince, and 
cannot long recommend him, even to the weakeft of 
bis fubjeds, who will find all the efFe<5ts of cruelty in 
fuch an ill grounded companion. It was a famous (ay- 
ing of William Rnfusy and is quoted to his honour by 
hiftorians : " Whofoevcr (pares perjured men, robbers, 
*^'. plunderers, and traitors, deprives all good men of 
*' their peace and quietnefs, and lays a foundation of 
*^' innumerable mifchicfs to the virtuous and innocent." 

Another argument for unlimited clemency, is. That 
it (hews a courageous temper : Clemency is likenuife an 
argument of fearlejfnefs ; 'vuhereas cruelty not only be" 
trays a nveaJ^, abje^y depraved fpiritj but alfo is for 

the 
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the moji part a certain fign of co^ardtfe^ (p. 19.)—— 
He had a truly great foul y andfuch 'willal'ways difdain 
the convard'^s virtue y 'which is fear ; and the confequen^e 
of it lijhich is revenge^ (p. 27.) This panegyrick on 
clemency, when it is governed by reafon, is likewiib 
very right ; but it may (b happen, that the putting of 
laws in execution againft traitors to their country may 
be the argument of fearleffhefs, when our governors 
are told that they dare not do it ; and fuch methods 
may be made u(e of to extort pardons, as would make 
it look like e6wardife to grant them. In this lad cafe 
the author ftiould have remembred his own words, that 
then only mercy is meritorious ivhen it is voluntary^ 
not extorted by the necejfity of affairs ^ (p. .13.) Befides, 
die author (hould have confidered that another argu- 
ment which he makes ufe of for his clemency, are the 
refentments that may arife from the execution of a re- 
bel : An argument adapted to a cowardly, not a fearlefs 
temper. This he infers from the difpofition o{ the friends 
ivell'n.vijhersy or affociates ofthefufferers^ (p. 4.) Re^ 
fentments nvill injlojue fome : in others compajjion null I 
by degrees y arife irrto refentment. This ^will naturally 
beget a difpofition to overturn ivhat they dljlikej and 
then there 'will nvant only a fair opportunity y (p. 11.) 
This argument, like moft of the others, pleads equally 
for malefadtors of all kinds, whom the government can 
never bring to juftice, without difobliging their friends, 
■weJl-wifhers, or affociates. Buj, 1 believe, if the au- 
thor would converfe with any. friend, well-wi(her, or 
aflbciate of thele fufferers, he would find them rather 
deterred from their pradices by their fufFerings, than 
difpofed to rife in a new rebellion to revenge them, A 
government muft be in a very weak and melancholy 
condition, that is not armed with a fuificient power for 
its own defence againft the refentment of its enemies, 
and is afraid of being overturned if it does juftice on 
thofe who attempt it. But I am afraid the main rea* 
fon why thefe friends, well-wiftiers and ailbciates, are 
againft puniftiing any of the rebels, is that which muft 
bean argument with every wife governor for doing 
juftice upon fome of tliem ; namely, that it is a likely 
N means 
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means to come at the bottom of this confpiracy, and 
to dete<5t thofc who have been the private abettors of 
it, and .who are ftiil at work in the fame defign, if we 
give credit to the fuggeftions of our malecontents them- 
felves, who labour to make us believe that there is ftill 
Efc in this wicked projedt. 

I am wonderfully furprized to fee another argument 
made ufe of for a general pardon, which might have 
been urged more properly for a general execution. 
The words are thefe ; The generality lutll never be 
brought to believe, but that thofe mjho fuffer only for 
treafon have very hard meafurey nor can you 'with all 
your fiverity undeceive thein of their error. If the ge- 
nerality of the Eiiglifi have fwch a favourable opini- 
on of treafon, nothing can cure them of an error (b 
fatal to their country as the punifhment of thofe who 
are guilty of it. It is evident, that a general impunity 
would confirm them in fuch an opinion : for the vul- 
gar will never be brought to believe, that there is a 
crime where they fee no penalty. As it is certain no 
error can be more deftrudive to the very being of go- 
Vci-nment than this, a proper remedy ought to applied 
to it : And I would afk this author. Whether upon 
this occafion, the dodrine of making examples of trai* 
tors be not very feafonable ; though he declares him- 
fclf not over fond of it. The way to awaken mens 
minds to the fenfe of this guilt, is to let them fee by 
the fufferings of fbme who have incurred it, how hal- 
ilous a crime it is in the eye of the law. 

'I'he foregoing anfwer may be applied likewife to 
another argument of the fame nature. If the failion 
be as numerous as is pretended; if the fpirit has fpread . 
itfelf over the ivhole kingdom ; if it has mixed ivith the 
fftajs of the people ; then certainly all bloody meafures 
nuill but *\x)het men the more for revenge* If juftice in- 
flidted on a few of the mofl flagrant criminals, with 
mercy extended to the multitude, may be called bloody 
nieafuresy they are without doubt abfolutcly ncceflary, 
in cafe the fpirit of fa6lion be thus fpread among the 
mafs of the people ; who will readily conclude, that 
if open rebellion goes unpunifiied, every degree of 

fa^ion 
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fa<ftion which leads to it muft be altogether inno- 
cent. 

I am come now to another argument for pardoning 
all the rebels, which is, that it would infpire them all 
with gratitude, and reduce them- to their allegiance. 
// // truly heroick to overco?ne the hearts of one'* s ene^ 
Viies ; and 'when it is compajjedj the undertaking is truly 
pjlitickj (p. 8.) He has no^ ^ f'^ff opportunity of con" 
(juering viore enemies hy one. aSl of clemency y than the 
mofi fuccefsful general 'will be able to do in many cam^ 
paigns / (p. 9.) Are there not infinite numbers nuho 
ivould become moji dutiful upon any fair invitation^ upon 
the leaji appearance of grace ? .(p# 13.) Which of the 
rebels could be ungrateful enough to rejifi or abufe good-- 
nefs exemplified in practice y as ivell as extolled in the- 
ory P (p. 29.) Has not his majefty than (hewn the lead 
appearance of grace in that generous forgivenefs which 
he has already extended to fuch great numbers of hi» 
rebellions fubjedls, who ranft have died by the laws of 
their coantfyj had net his mercy inirrpofcJ in their 
behalf? But if the author means (as he doth, through 
this whole pamphlet by the like exp^eflions) an imivcr- 
fal forgivenefs, no unprejudiced man can be of his opi* 
nion, tTiat it would hav^ had this good efre(5l. We 
may fee how little tfie converflon of rebels is to be de- 
pended on, when we obfcrvc that feveral of the lead- 
ers in this rebellion were men who had been pardoned 
for pradlices of the fame nature : and that moft of thofe 
who have fufFered, have avowed their perfbverance in 
their rebellions principles, when they fpokc their minds 
at the place of execution, notwithftanding their profef- 
, lions to the contrary while they foUicited forgivenefs. 
Bcfi3es, were pardon extended indifferently to all, which 
of them would think himfelf under any particular obli- 
gation ? Whereas by that prudent difcrimination which 
his majefty has made between the offenders of different 
degrees, he naturally obliges thofe whom he has confi- 
. dered with fo much tenderaefs, and diftinguifhed as the 
• moft proper obje^s of mercy. In fliort, thofe who are 
pardonea would not have known the Talue of^ce, if 
none had felt the cffc^s of joAice* 

K > Israfi: 
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I muft not omit another reafon which the author 
makes ufe of againft punifhments ; Becaufcy he fays, 
ihofe very meaiis^ or the apprehenjtons of thcniy have 
brought things to the pajs in nvhich they are, and confe* 
cucntly niiill reduce them from had to nvorfey (p. 10.) 
And afterwards, The growth ofdifaffe£l'fon is in a great 
meafure o^iving to the groundlefs jealoujies men enter" 
tainedoftheprefent adminif ration ^ as if they ivere to 
txpe& nothing hut cruelty under it. If our author would 
have fpoken out, and have applied thefc effefts to the 
real caufe, he could afcribe this change of affedlions a- 
mong the people to nothing elfe but the change of the 
roiniftry : For we find that a gr<at many peHbns loft 
their loyalty with their places ; and that their friends 
have ever lince made ufe of the moft baie methods fo 
infuse thofe groundlefs difcontents- into the minds of 
the common people, which have brought fo many cf 
them to die brinJt of deftruftion, and proved fo detri- 
mental to their fellow-fubje^ts. However, this pro- 
xecding hat (hewn how dangerous it would have been 
for his majefty to have continued in their places of truft 
a fet of men, fomc of whom have fince ajfhially join- 
ed with tlie pretender to his crown : W hile others 
may be juftly fufped^ed nevA to have been faithful to 
him in their hearts, or, at leaft, whofe principles are 
precarious, ^d viiibly condu<5ted by their intereft. In 
a word, if thr removal of thefe perfons from their pofts 
has produced fuch popular commotions, the continu- 
ance oi them might have produced fomething much 
more fatal to their king and country, and have brought 
about that revolution, which has now been in vain at- 
tempted. The condition of a Britijh king would be 
very poor indeed, (hould a party of hj^s fubjeifls threat- 
en him with a rebellion upon his bringing malefadors 
to juftice, or upon his refufing tp employ thofe whom 
he dares not truft. 

I (hall only mention another argument againft the 
puniftunent of any of the rebels, whofe executions he 
reprefents as very ftiocking to the people becaufe they ' 
are their Countrymen y (p. 12.) And again, The qua^ 
lity ofthefuffgrersy their alliances ^ their chara^lers, their 

being 
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Seing EngliihmcBy luith a thoufand other circumflanceSf 
^t ft contribute to breed more ill blood tkan all thejiafe" 
^hirurgeons can pofibly let outy (p. 12.) The impeached 
lords likewife^ In the hSt paragraph of the pamphlet, 
are recommended to our pity^ becaafe they ajre our 
Countrymen. By this way of reafoning^ no man that 
is a gentleman^ or born witlun the three feas^ ihould 
be fubjedt to capital punlfhment. Beildes, who can be 
guilty of rebellion that are pot our Countrymen? As 
tor the endearing name of Er^lijhnianj which he be- 
Aows upon every one of the Criminals y he (hould c6nfi- 
der, that a man defervedly cuts himfelf off from the 
affedions as well as the privileges of that commmiityi 
which he endeavours to fnbvert. 

Thefe are the (everal arguments which appear in dif- 
ferent forms' and exprefllons through this whole pam- 
phlet, and under which every one that is urged in it 
may be reduced. There it indeed another fet of them^ 
derived from the example and authority of great per- 
fons^ which the author produces in ^vour of his owq 
fcheme. Thefe are William the Conquercnr^ Henry IV. 
of Franecy our late king William^ king Solomony and 
the Pretender, If a man were difpofed to draw ar- 
guments for feverity out of hiflory, how many in- 
fiances might one find of it among the greateft princes 
of every nation ? ^ But as different princes may aft very 
laudably by different methods in different conjunfturcs^ 
I cannot think this a conclulive way of reafoning^ 
However, let us examine this fet of arguments, and 
we (hall find them no lefs defedtive than thofe above- 
mentioned. 

One of the great eji of our Efx^i^ Monarchsy fays our 
author, nvas William the Conqueror ; and he nuas the 
greater, becaufe he put to death only one per f on of qua* 
lity that ive read of) andhiftn af ter. repeated treacheries ; 
yet he nvas a foreigner y bad ponuer fufficienty and did 
not nuant provocations to have been more bloody y ^p. 27.) 
This perfon of quality was the earl Waltheof who be- 
ing overtaken with wine> engaged in a confpiracy a.- 
gainfl this monarch, but repenting of it the next morn«> 
ing, repaired to the king who was then in Normandy^ 
■^ N 5 . and 
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and difcovered the whole matter, notwithftanding which 
he was beheaded upon the defeat of the confpiracy, for 
h.iving but thus far tampered in it. And as for the 
reft of the confpirators, who rofe in an adtual rebellion, 
the king ufed them with the utmoft rigour, he cut off 
the hands of fome, pat out the eyes of others, feme 
were hanged upon gibbets, and thofe who fared the beft 
Were fefit into banifhment. There are, indeed, the moft 
dreadfiil examples of feverity in this reign : though it 
moft be confelFed, that, after the manner of thofe times 
the nobility generally elcaped with liieir lives, though 
multitudes of them were punilhcd with banifhment, 
perpetual imprifenment, forfeitures, and other great fc- 
yerities : While the poor people, who had been delu- 
ded by thefe their ringleaders, were executed with the 
utmoft rigour. A partiality which I believe no com- 
moner of England will ever think to be either juft or 
reafonable. 

• The next inftance Is Henry IV. o£ France j *ivko (fays 
Cur author) fo handfomely expreffed his tender nefs for 
his people y mjhen^ at ftgning the treaty of Vervins, hi 
faldy that by one dajh of his pen he had overcome fnon 
enemit'Sy than he could ever he able to do ivifh hisfiuord. 
Would not an ordinary reader think that this treaty of 
Varvins was a treaty between Henry IV, and a party of 
his fubjeds ? For otherwife how can it h^ve a place ia 
the prefent argument ? But inilead of that it was a trea- 
ty between France and Spain ; fo that the fpeech ex- 
pr efTed an equal t^ndemefs to the Spaniards and French ; 
as multitudes of either nation muft hive fallen in that 
war, had it continued longer. As for this king's treat; 
ment of confpirators, (though he is quoted thrice in 
the pamphlet as an example of clemency) you have an 
eminent inftance of it in his behaviour to the Marefchal 
ds Biron^ who had been his old faithful (ervant, and 
had contributed more than any one to his advancement 
to the throne. This Marefchal upon fome di(content, 
w^as entered into a confpiracy againft his maftcr, and 
refujfing to open the whole fecret to the king, he was 
font to the B affile y and there beheaded, notwithftand- 
ing he fought for mercy with great Importunities, and 

in 
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in the moft moving manner. There are other inftan- 
ces in this king's reign, who notwithftanding was re- 
markable for his clemency, of rebels and confpirators 
who were hanged, beheaded, or broken alive on the 
-wheel. 

The late king iVilllam was not difturbed by any re- 
bellion fronl thofe who had once fubmitted to him» 
But we know he treated the perfons concerned in the 
alMination-plot as fo horrid a confpiracy defervcd. 
As for the faying which this author imputes to that 
monarch, it being a piece of (ecret hiftory, one doth 
not know when it was fpoken, or what it alluded to, 
-unlefs the author had been more particular in the ac- 
count of it. , 

The author proceeds in the next place to no lefs 
an authority, than that of Soiomon : Among all the 
general ohfervatiofis ■ of the ivifeji princes ive knanjj ofy 
I think there is none holds more univerfally thdn mercy 
and truth preferve a king, and his throne is ejiahlijloed 
in mercy ^ (p. 18.) If we compare the different fayings 
of this wife king, which relate to the condu<5l gf prin- 
ces, we rnnnot queftion but that he means by this mer- 
cy, that kind of it, which is confiftcnt with reafbn and 
government, and by which we hope to fee his ma- 
jefty*s tlirone eftablifhed. But our author (hould con- 
fider that the fame wife man has faid in another place, 
that " An evil man feeketh rebellion, therefore a cruel 
** meflenger (hall be fent againft him,'* Accordingly 
his practice was agreeable to his ^proverb : no prince 
having ever given a greater teflimony of his abhorrence 
to undertakings of this treafonable nature. For he dif- 
•patched fuch a cruel meffenger as is here mentioned to 
tholc'who had been engaged in a rebellion many years 
before he himfelf was on the throne, and even to his 
elder brother, upon the bare fufpicion that he was pro- 
je(5ting fo wicked an enterprize. 

Ho\y the example of the pretender came into this ar- 
'gument, I am at a lofs to find out. The pretender de- 
clared a general pardon to all ': And fhall our rightful 
kingjhenv himfelf lefs the true father of his people y and 
afford his pardon to none^ &c. (p, 25.) The preten- 
der's 
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Jcr's general pardon was to a people who were not in 
his power ; and had he ever reduced them under it, it 
was only promifed to fuch as immediately joined with 
him for the recovery of what he called his right. It 
was fuch a general pardon as would have been coniift- 
cnt with the execution of more than nine parts in ten 
of the kingdom. 

There is but one more hiftorical argument which is 
drawn from king Philip's treatment of the Catalans, I 
think it ivould not be unjeafonable forfome men to re* 
colle£i ivhat their own notions nuere of the treatment 
of ike Catalans ; how many declamations nuere made on 
the barbarity ufed towards them by king Philip, i;c. 
(p. 29.) If the author remembers, thefe declamation^ 
as he calls them, were not made (b much on the bar- 
barity ufed towards them by king Philip y as on the bar* 
barity ufed towards them by the Englijh government. 
King Philip might have fome colour for treating then^ 
as rebels, but we ought to have* regarded them as al- 
Hes ; and were obliged by all the ties of honour, con:- 
fcicnce, and publick faith, to have fheltered them from 
thofe fufferings, which were brought upon them by a 
firm and inviolable adherence to our interefl. How- 
ever, none can draw into a parallel, the cruelties which 
have been infli<aed on that unhappy people, with thofe 
few inflances of feverity which our government has 
been obliged to exert towards the Briti/h rebels. I fay 
no man would make fuch a parallel, unlefs his mind be 
fo blinded with pafTion and prejudice, as to afTert, in 
the language of this pamphlet. That no infiances can 
be produced of the leafl lenity under the prefent admini^ 
Jiration from the ftrji hour it commenced to this day^ 
(p. 20.) with other aftonifhing rcfledlions of the fame 
nature, which are contradifted by fuch innumerable 
matters of fad, that it. would be an affront to a read- 
er's imderftanding to endeavour to confute them. But 
to return to the Catalans ; During the whole courfe of 
the war, fays the author, which ever of them fubmitted 
to difcretiony were received to me^cyy (p. 22.) This 
is fo far from being truly related, that in the beginning 
of the war they were executed without mercy. But 

when, 
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when, In conjundlion with their allies, they became 
fuperior to king Philip*s party in ftrength, and ex- 
tended their conquefts up to the very gates of Madrid 
it cannot be fuppofed the Spani/Jy court would be fo 
infatuated as to perfift in their firfl: jfeverities, again ft 
an enemy that could make fnch terrible reprifals. 
However, when this reafon of ftate ceafed, how dread- 
ful was the havock made among this brave but unhap- 
py people ! The whole kingdom without any diftinc- 
tion to the many thoufands of its innocent inhabitant?, 
was ftript of its immunities, and reduced to a ftate of 
flavery. Barcelona was filled with executions ; and all 
the patriots of their ancient liberties cither beheaiied, 
ftowed in dungeons, or condemned to work in the 
mines of AiJierica, 

God be thanked we have a king who punifhcs with 
reluvflancy, and is averfe to fuch cruelties as were ufcd 
among the Catalans^ as much as to thofe pradlifed on 
the pcrlbns concerned in Monmouth^ rebellion. Our 
author indeed condemns thefe Weft em affizes in king 
James*% reign, (p. 26.) And it would be well if all 
thbfe who ftili adhere to the caufe of that unfortunate 
ki^g, and are clamorous at the proceedings of his prc- 
fent majefty, \yould remember, that notwithftanding 
that rebellion fell very much (hort of this both in the 
number and ftrength of the rebels, and had no ten- 
dency either to deftroy the national religion, to in- 
troduce an arbitrary government, or to fubjedl us to 
a foreign power ; not only the chief of the rebels 
was beheaded, but even a lady, who had only har- 
boured one of the offenders in her houfe, was in her 
extreme old age put to the fame kind of death : That 
about two hundred and thirty were hanged, drawn 
and quatered, and their limbs difpcrfed through fc- 
veral parts of the country, and fet up as (pedacles 
of terror to their fellow-fubje6ls. It would be too 
tedious a work to run through the numbcrlefs fines, 
imprifonments, corporal punifhments, and tranfporta- 
tions, which were then likewife praftifed as wholefome 
(everitics, . 

We 
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We have now feen how fallacioufly the author has 
ftated the caufe he has undertaken, by fuppodng that 
nothing but unlimited mercy, or unlimited punifhment, 
are the methods that can be made ufe of in our preient 
treatment of the rebels. That he has omitted the 
middle way of proceeding between thcfe two extremes : 
That this middle way is the method in which his ma- 
jefty, like all other wife and good kings, has chofen to 
proceed : That it is agreeable to the nature of govern- 
ment, religion, and our Britijh conftitution : And 
that every argument which the author has produced 
from reafon and example, would have been a true one, 
had k been urged for that reftrained clemency which 
his majetty has exercifed But is a falfe one, when ap- 
plied to fuch a general, undiflinguifhing mercy as tlic 
author would recommend. 

Having thus anfwered that which is the main drift 
and defign of this pamphlet, I fhall touch upon thofe 
other parts of it, which are interwoven with the ar- 
guments, to put men out of humour with the pre- 
ient government. 

And here we may obferve, that it is our author's 
method to fuppofe matters of fad which are not in be- 
ing, and afterwards to defcant upon them. As he is 
very fenfible that the caule will not bear the teft of 
reafon, he has indeed every where chofen rather topicks 
for declamation than argument. Thus he entertains 
us with a laboured inventive againft a (landing army. 
But what has this to do in the preient cafe ? I fuppofe 
he would not advife his majefty to difband his forces 
while there is an army of rebels in hit dominions. I 
cannot imagine he would think the af!e<5tions of the 
people of England a fecurity of the government in fuch 
a juncture, were it not at the fame time defended with 
a fufficient body of troops. No prince has ever given a 
greater inftance of his inclinations to rule without a 
fianding-army, if we confider, that upon the very firft 
news of the defeat of the rebels, he declared to botli 
houfes of parliament, that he had put an immediate 
ftop to the levies which he had begun to raife at their 
requefl, and that he would not make ufe of the power 

which 
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which they had entrufted him with, imlefs any new pre- 
parations of the enemy fhonld make it necelFary for our 
defence. This'fpeech was received with the greateft 
gratitude by both houfes ; and it is faid, that in the 
houfe of commons a very candid and honourable gen- 
tleman (who generally votes with the minority) de- 
clared, that he had not heard fo gracious a fpeech from 
the throne for many years laft paft. 

In anodier place, he (uppofes that the government 
has not endeavoured to gain the applaufe of tlie vulgar; 
by doing (bmething for the church ; and very* gravely 
makes excufes for this their pretended negled. What 
greater inftances could his majefty have given of his 
love to the church oi England^ than thofe he has exhi- 
bited by his moft folemn declarations ; by his daily ex- 
ample ; and by his promotions of the moft eminent a- 
mong the clergy to fuch vacancies as have happened 
in his reign. To which we muft add, for the honour 
of his government in this particular, That it has done 
more for the advantage of the clergy, than thofe, who 
are the moft zealous for their intereft, could have ex- 
pe<5led in fo (hort a time ; which will farther appear, if 
we refleft upon the valuable and royal donative to one 
of our univcriities, and the provision made for thofe 
who are to officiate in the fifty new' churches. His ma- 
jefty is, indeed, a prince of too much magnanimity 
and truth, to make ufe of the name of the church for 
drawing his people into any thing that may be prejudi- 
cial to them ; for what our author fays, to this pur- 
pofe, redounds as much to the honour of the prefent 
adminiftration, as to the difgrace of others. Nay^ I 
iviflj tvith all my foul they had fiooped a little ad cap- 
tum vulgi to take in thofe fhallonv finttering hearts y 
nvhick are to be caught by any thing baited *with the 
name\f chmchy (p. 11.) 

Again ; The author afks, Whether terror is to become 
the only national principle? with other queftions of the 
fame nature : And in feveral parts of his book harangues 
very plentifully againft fuch a notion. Where he talks 
in general upon this topick, there is no queftion but 
every Whig and Tory in the kingdom perfedHy agree 

with 
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with him in what he fays. But if he would infinuate, 
as he feems to do in feveral places, that there fhould be 
no impreflions of awe upon the mind of a fubje<5l, and 
that a government fhould not create terror in thofe 
who are difpofed to do ill, as well as encourage thole 
that do their duty ; in (liort, if he is for an entire 
cxclufion of that principle of fear which is fuppofed to 
have fome influence in every law, he oppofes Kimlelf 
to the form of every government in the world, and to 
the common fenfe of mankind. 

The artifice of this author in ftarting objedtions to 
the friends of the government, and the foolifh anfwcrs 
whi«h he fuppofes they^ return to them is fo very vifible 
that every one fees they are deligned rather to divert 
»his reader, than to inftnift him 

I have now examined this ^ whole pamphlet ; which 
'indeed, is -written with a great deal of art, and as much 
argument as the caiife would bear. And after having 
^ftated the true notion of clemency,* mercy, compaflion, 
good-nature, humanity, or whatever elfe it may be cal- 
led, fo far as is confident with wifdom, and die good 
of mankind, or, in other words, (b far as it is a moral 
virti:e, I Ihall rea^iily concur with the author in the 
higheft panegyricks that he has beftowed ypon it. As 
likewife, I heartily join with him in every thing he has 
faid againfl judice, if it includes, as his pamphlet fup- 
pofes, fche.extirpation of every criminal, and is not ex- 
ercifed with a much greater mixture of clemency than 
rigour, Mercy, in the true fenfe of the word, is that 
virtue by .which a prince approaches neareft to him, 
whom he reprefents ; *and while he is neither remifs 
nor extreme to animadvert upon thofe who offend him 
that logick wJll Jiold true of him which is applied to 
the great Judge of all the earth ; IVit/f thee there is 
mercy : therefore Jha It thou be feared. 



Mendt^f 
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N^ 32, Monday, Afril 9. 



Heu intfsrae Gives / non hojleijiy inhnicaque caflra 
Argivu7n ; vejiras fpes uritis V i r G . 

I (QUESTION not but the Brltijh Ladies are very 
well pleafed with the Compliment I have payed 
them in the Courfe of my papers, t)y regarding 
them not only as the moft amiable, but as the moft im- 
portant part of our community. They ought, indeed, 
to refent the treatment they have met with from other 
authors, who have never troubled their heads about 
them, but addrefled all their ai^guments to the male 
half of their fellow^fubje^s ;. and taken it for granted, 
that if they could bring thefe into their meafures, .the 
females would of courfe follow their political mates. 
The arguments they have made ufe of are like Hudi- 
brash fpur, which he appKed to one fide of his horfe, 
as not doubting but the other would keep pace with it. 
Thefe writers (eem to have regarded the fair fex but as 
the garniture of a nation ; and when they confider 
them as parts of the commonwealth, it is Dnly as they 
ard of u(e to the confumption of our manufadure. 
Could ive perfuade our Britifh ft^0772en ((kys one of our 
eminent mercfhants in a letter to his friend in the coun- 
try upon the fiibje<5l of* commerce) fo clothe thevifehes 
in the comely apparel 'which might he 7nade out of the ' 
ivool of their onx)n cou7itry ; a7id infiead of coffee y teay 
and chocolate J to delight in thofi *wholefo77ie uj7d palatable 
liquors ivhich may be e>:traEied fr({77i the ^x\\\^ fi7iples ; 
they 'would be of great advantage to trade y a7td therein 
to the publick 'weaL 

It is now, however, become nece/Tary to treat our 

women as members of the body pqlitick ; fincc it is vi- 

fible that great numbers of tKem have of late eloped 

O * from 
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from their allegiance^ and diat they do not believe 
themfelves obliged to draw with us, as yoke-fellows in 
the conftitution. They will judge for themfelves ; look 
into the ftate of .the nation with their own eyes ; and 
be no longer led blindfold by a male legiflature. A 
friend of mine was lately coraplfiining to me, tjiat his 
^*^ V ife had turned off one of the beft cook-maids in Efig- 
. yiandy becaufe the wench had faid fomething to her fcl- 
low-fervants, which feemed to favour the mipeniion of 
the Habeas Corpus 2id:, 

When errors and prejudices are thus fpread among 
the fex, it is the hardeft thing in the world to root 
them out. Arguments, which are the only proper 
means for it, are of little ufe : They have a very (hort 
anfwer to all reafonings that turn againd them, wake 
7is believe that^ if you can; which is in Lati/j^ if I may 
upon this occafion be allowed the pedantry of a quo- 
tation, mri perfuadebisj etiamjt perfitaferis^, I could 
not but fmilc at a 3'oung univerfit/diiputant, who was 
complaining^ the other day of the unrealbnablenefs of 
a lady with whom he was engaged in a point of contro- 
vedy. Being left alone wirfi her, he took the oppor- 
tunity of purfuing an argument which had been before 
ftarted in difcourfe, and put it to her in a fyllogifm : 
xipon which, as he informed us with fbme heat, flie 
granted him both the major and the minor, but denied 
him the concluiion. 

The beft method, therefore, that can be made ufe 
of with thefe polemical ladies, who are much more cafy 
to be refuted than filenced, is to (hew tliem the ridi- 
culous ^idi^ of their caufe, and to make them laugh at 
their own politiclcs. It is a kind of ill manners to of- 
fer objedtions Xo a fine woman ; and a man would be out 
of countenance that fhould gain the fuperiority in fuch 
a contcft. A coquette logician may be rallied, but 
not contradidcd . Thofe who would make ufe of folid 
arguments and ftrong reafonings to a reader or hearer 
of fp delicate a turn, would be like that foolifh people 
whom y?i//Vz;/ fpcaks of, that worfliippcd a fly, and fa- 
crificcd an ox to it. ^ 

The 
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The truth of it is, a man muft be of a very difpu- 
tatious temper, that enters into ftate-c^ntrpverfies with 
any of the fair fcx. If the malignant be not beautiful, 
fhe cannot do much mifchief; and if fhe is, her argu- 
ments will be fb enforced by the charms of her per- 
fon, that her antagonift may be in danger of betray iog 
his own caufe. Milton puts this confeflion into the 
mouth of our father Adam ; who though he allerts his 
fuperiority of reafon in his debates with the mother 6i^ 
mankind, adds 

rTet *when I approach 



Her loveltnefsyfo alfoluie Jloe fee7}iSy 
And in herfeif complete ; fo inell to kno^v 
Her o^vn, that ivhat Jhe ivills to do or fay ^ 
Seetns 'wifejly virtuottfefly difcrceteft^ be ft : 
All higher k7io^coledge in her prefence fulls 
Degraded y 'voifhfn in difconrfe luithMr 
Lofesy difcounfnanc*dy and like folly floe^s ; 
Authority and reafon on her ivait 

If there is (uch a native lovelinefs In the fex, as to 
naake them vi(5torious even when they are in the wrong, 
how reliftlefs is their power v/hen they arc on the fide 
of truth ! And, indeed, it is a peculiar good ibrtune 
to the government, that our fair malecontents are fo 
much over-matched in beauty, as well as' number, by 
thofe who are loyal to theit king^ and friends to their 
country. 

Every paper, which I have hitherto addrefled to our 
beautiful incendiaries, hath been filled with confidera* 
tions of a different kind ; by which means 1 ha^'e taken 
care that thofe, who are enemies to the fex, or to my- 
felf, may not accufe me of tautology, or pretend that 
I attack, them with their own weapon. For this rea- 
fon I (hall here lay together a new fet of remarks, and 
obferve the feveral artifices by which the enemies to 
our eftablifhment do raife fuch unaccountable paflions 
and prejudices in the minds of our difcontented females. 

In the firft place, it is ufual among th? moft cunning 

•f oiur adverfaries, to reprefent all the rebels as very 

-N O 2 hand* 
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handfbme men. . If the name of a traitor be mention- 
ed, they are very particular in defcribing hisperfon; 
and when they are not able to extenuate his treafon, 
commend his (hape. This has fo good an efFeft in one 
of our female audiences, that they reprelent to them- 
felves a thouf^md poor, tall, innocent, frefh-coloured 
young gentlemen, who are difperfed among the fevc- 
ral prifons of Great Britain ; and extend their gene- 
rous companion towards a multitude of agreeable fel- 
lows that never were in being. 

Another artifice is, to inftil jealoufies into their 
minds of defigns upon the anvil to retrench the pri- 
vileges of the fex. Some reprefent the Whigs as ene- 
mies to Flanders lace: Others had'fpread a report that 
in thejate adl of parliament for four (hillings 'in the 
pound upon land, there would be inferted a claufe for 
raifing a tax upon pin-mony. That the ladies may be 
the better upon their giiard againft fuggeftions of this 
nature, I fhall beg leave to put them in mind of the 
ftory of Papiriusy the {oii of a Roman fenator. This 
young gentleman, after having been prefent in pubiick 
debates, was ufually teized by his mother to inform 
her of what had pafTed. In order to deliver himfelf 
from this importunity, he told her one day, upon 
his return from the fenate-houfe, that there had been a 
motion made for a decree to allow -every man two 
^ives. The good lady faid nothings but managed 
matters fo well among tht Roman matrons, that the 
next day they met together in a body before the fenate- 
hou(e, and prefented a petition to the fathers againft 
fo unreafonable a Law. This groundlefs credulity 
railed f' much raillery upon the petitioners, that we 
do not find the ladies offered to direft the lawgivers 
of their country ever after. 

There has been another method lately made ufe of, 
Avhich has been pradVifed with extraordinary (uccefs ; 
1 mean the fpreading abroad reports of prodigies, 
which has wonderfully gratified the curiofity, as well 
as the hopes of our fair malignants. Their mana- 
gers turn water into blood for them; frighten them 
with fca raonftcrs; make them fee armies in the air; 

and 
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and give them their word, the more to ingratiate 
thcmlelves with them, that diey fignify nothing lef$ 
than future {laughter and deiblation. The difloyal part 
of the fex immediately hug themfelyes at the news of 
the bloody fountain; look upon thefe fifh as their 
friends ; have great expectations from the clouds ; and 
are very angry with you, if you think** they do not all 
portend ruin to their country. 

Secret hiftory and fcandal have always had theiif 
allurements ; and I have in other difcourjes fhewn the 
great advantage that is made of them in the prefent fer- 
ment among die fair ones. 

But the mafter-engme, to overturn the minds of the 
fem^^e world, is the danger of the church. I am 'not 
fo uncharitable as to think there is any thing in an ob- 
fervation made by feveral of the WhigSy that there is 
fcarce a woman in England who is troubled with the 
vapours, but is -more or lefs afife^ed with this cry: or, 
to remark with others, that it is not uttered in any 
part of the nation with fb much bittemefs of tongue 
and heart, as in the diftridls of Drury-lane.- On the 
contrary, I believe there are many devout and honour- 
able women who are deluded in this point by the arti- 
fice of defigning men. To thefe, therefore, I would 
apply myfelf, in a more ferious manner, and defire 
them to confidcr how that laudable piety, which is na- 
tural to the fcx, is apt to degenerate into a groundlefs 
and furious zeal, when it is not kept within die bounds 
of charity and reafon. Female zeal, diough proceed- 
ing from fo good a principle, has been infinitely detri- 
mental to fociety, and to religion itfelf. If we may 
believe the French hiflorians, it often put a flop to the 
proceedings of their kings, which might have ended in 
a reformation. For, upon their breaking with the 
pope, the queens frequently interpofed, and by their 
importuniues, reconciled them to the ufurpations of the 
church of /?ow^. Nay, it. was this vicious zeal which . 
gave a remairkable check to the firft progttfs of Chrifti- 
anity, as we find it recorded by a facred hiftorian in the / 
following pafTage, which I (haJl leave to the confidera- 
tion of my female readers. But the jtv/sJUrred up 
O 3 the 



i62 THE FREE-HOLDER, KO33. 

the devout and honourable ivomen and the chief men of 
the cityy and raifed a perfecuthn agalnfl Paul and'^^- 
nabas, and expelled them out of their coajis. 



N'^ 33. Friday^ Afril 13. 

iVz//// adverfus rnagijiratus ac reges gratiores funt, nee 
iiJmieritOy nullis enimplus praeftant (juain quihusfrui 
tranquillo otio licet. Itaque hi^ qui ins ad propojitum 
bene vivendi confertfecuritas^uhlica^ necejfe ejl auBo- 
rem hujiU honi ut parent e?n colant. Sen. Ep. 73, 

WE find by our publick papers, the univcrfity 
of Dublin have lately preientcd to the prince 
of JVqleSy in a moft humble and beautiful 
manner, their diploma for conftituting his royal high- 
nefs chancellor of that learned body; and that the* 
prince received this their offer with the goodnefs and 
condefcenfion which is natural to his illuftrious houfe. 
As the college of Dublin have been long famous for 
their great learning, they ha^ now gi\''en us an inftance 
of their good fenfe ; and it is with pleafure that we find 
fuch a difpofition in this famous nurfery of letters to 
propagate found principles, and to aft, in its proper 
fphere, for the honour and dignity of the royal femdy. 
We- hope that fiich an example will have its influence 
on other focieties of the fame nature ; and cannot but 
rejoice to fee the heir oi Great Britain vouchfafing to 
patronize in fo peculiar a manner that noble feminary, 
which is perhaps at this time training up fuch perfoni 
as may hereafter be ornaments to his reign. 

When men of learning are aftcd thus by a know- 
ledge of the world as well as of books, and fliew that 
their (Indies naturally infpire them with a love to 
thfir king and country; they give a reputation to 
litern'jrc, and convince the world of its ufefulncfs. 
But when aits and fciences arc fo perverted as to dif- 

pofc 
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pofe men to aft in contradiftion to the reft of the com- 
munity, and to fet up for a kind of feparatc /epublick 
among themfelves, they draw upon them the indigna- 
tion of the wife, and the contempt of the ignorant. 

It has indeed been obferved, that perfons, who are 
very much efteemed for their knowledge and ingenu- 
ity in their private charafters, have adled like ftran- 
gers to manlund, and to the dilates of right rcafon, 
when joined together in a body. ^ Like feveral chymi- 
cal waters, ^Ulat are each of them clear and tranfpa^ent 
when feparate, but ferment into a thick troubled li- 
quor when they are mixed in the fame vial. 

There is a piece of mythology which bears very hard 
upon learned men ; and which I fhall here relate, ra- 
ther for the delicacy of the fatire, than for the juftnefs of 
the moral. When the city q{ Athens was finifhed, we 
are told that Neptune and Minerva prefented themfelves 
as candidates for the guardianfhip of the place. The 
Athenians J after a full debate upon the matter, came to 
an eledlion, and made choice oi Minerva, Upon which 
• Neptune^ who very much refented the indignity, up- 
braided them with their ftupidity a^d ignorance ; that a 
maritime town fhould rejeft the patronage of him who 
was the God of the feas, and could defend them againft 
all the llttacks of their enemies. He concluded with a 
curfe upon the .inhabitants, which was to ftick to them 
and their pofterity; namely, that they Jhould be all fools. 
When Minerva their tutelary Goddefs, who prefides 
over arts and fciences, came among them to receive the 
honour they had conferred upon her, they made heavy 
complaints of the curfe which Neptune had laid upon 
the city; and begged her, if pofTible to take it off. 
But (he told them it was not in her power ; for that 
one deity could not reverie the aft of another. Honu* 
every (aid (he, / may alleviate the curfe ivhich I can- 
not remove: It is not pofphle for me to hinder you from 
being fools y but I 'will take care that you Jlmll he 
learned, 

■ There is nothing which bodies of learned men fhould 
be more careful of, than, by all due methods, to cul- 
tivate the favour of the great and powerful. The in- 
dulgence 
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diligence of a prince is abfblutely neceilary to the pro- 
pagation, the defence, the honour ancl fupport of 
learning. It naturally creates in mens minds an am- 
bition to diftingui(h themfcives by letters > and multi- 
plies the number of thofe who are dedicated to the pur- 
fuits of knowledge. It protects them againft the vio- 
lence of brtttal men ; and gives them opportunities to 
purfue their ftudies in a (late of peace and tranquillity 
It puts the learned in countenance ; and gives them a 

5 lace among the faibionable part of mankind. It di- 
xibutes rewards ; and encourages ipeculative perfbns, 
who have neither opportunity nor a turn of mind to 
increafe their own fortunes, with all the incentives of 
place, profit, and preferment. On the contrary, no- 
thing is in itielf fo pernicious to communities of lear- 
ned men, nor more apprehended by thofe that TKriHi 
them weU, than the difpleafure of their prince, w^iich 
thofe may juftly cxpedl to feel, who would make ufe 
of his favour to his own prejudice, and put in pra^ice 
all the methods that lie within their power to vilify his 
perfon, and diflrefs his government. In both thefe 
cafes, a learned body is in a more particular manner 
expofed to the infiucnce of their king, as defcribed by 
the wifeft of m^^ the 'wratb of a king is as the roar' 
ing of a Ihm; but his favour is as the de^ upon the 
grafs. 

We find in our Englijh hlftories, that the eniprefs 
Matilda^ (who was the great anceftor of his |M:efent 
majefty, and whofe grand-daughter of the fame name 
has a place upon feveral of the Hanover medals) was 
particularly favoured by the univerfity of Orford^ and 
defended in that place, when moft parts of the king- 
dom had revolted againfl her. Nor is it to be quedioned, 
but an univerfity To famous for learning and found 
knowleilge, will fiiew the fame zeal for her illuibrious 
dcfccndent, as they "will every day difcern his majefly's 
royal virtues, through thofe prejudices which have 
been raifed in their minds by artful and defigningmen. 
It is with much pleafure we fee this great fountain of 
learning already beginning to run clear, and recovering 
its natural piurity and bi>ghtne.&. .Kone can imagine 

that 
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that a community which is taxed by the worft of its 
enemies, only for overftraining the notions of loyalty 
even to bad princes, will fall fhort of a due allegiance 
to the beft 

When this happy temper of mind is fully eftabliflied 
among them, we may juuly hope to (ee the largeft (hare 
of his majefty's favours fall upon that univerfity, 
which is thegreateft, and upon all accounts the moft 
confiderable not only in his dominions but in all 
Europe^ • 

I (hall conclude this paper with a quotation out of 
Cambde7i\ hiflory of queen Elizabeth j who, after hav- ^ 
ing defcribed that queen's reception at Oxfordy gives an 
account of the fpeech which (he made to them at her 
departure ; concluding with a piece of advice to that 
univerfity. Her counfel was that they <wouid frft ferve 
Cody 7iot after the curioftty of fovie^ hut accoi-ding to 
ike I anus of God and the lands ; that they 'would not go 
before the laivsj but follonv them ; nor difpute ^whether 
better might be prefer ibedy but keep thofe prefcribed aU 
ready ; ooey their fuperiors ; and laftly embrace one ano^ 
ther in brotherly piety and concord. 



N^34. Monday, April i6. 

faevus apertam 

In rahieni coepit verti jocUs i.. Hoiu 

IT is very juftly, as well as frequently obfcrved, 
that if our nation be ever ruined, it muft be by 
itfelf. The parties and divifions which reign a- 
mong us may feveral ways bring de(hi3ftion upon our 
country, at the fame time that our united force would 
be fufficient to fecure us againft all the attempts of a 
foreign enemy. Whatever expedients therefore can 
be found to allay thofe heats and^ animofities, which 
break us into diflfcrent fadions and intcrcfts, cannot 
^ but 
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but be ufeful to the publick^ and highly tend to its 
fafcty, ftrength and reputttion. 

This dangerous diUenfion among us dilcovers itfclf 
in all the moft indifferent circumftances of life. We 
keep it up, and cheriih it with a% much pains, as if it 
were a kind of national blefling. It infinuates itfelf in- 
to all our difcourfcs, mixes in our parties of pleafure, 
has a (hare in our diverCons, and is an ingredient in 
moft of our publick entertainments. 

I was not long ago at the play called Sir Court fy Nice, 
where, ito the eternal reproach of gopd (enfe, 1 found 
the whole audience had very gravely ranged themfelves 
into two parties, under Hot-head and Teftimony, Hot-' 
head was the applauded hero of the Tories^ and Tefti^ 
mony no lefs the favourite of the Whigs ^ Each party 
followed their champion. It was wonderful to fee fo 
polite an aflembly diftinguifli themfelves by fuch extra- 
. ordinary reprefentatives, and avowing their principles 
as conformable either to tlic zeal of Hot-head^ or the 
moderation of Teftimony. Thus the two parts which 
were deiigned to expofe the faults of both fides, and 
were accordingly received by our anceftors in king 
Charles the fecond's reign, meet with a kind of fanc- 
tion from the applaufes which are refpcdively beftowed 
on them by their wife poftcrity. We feem to imagine 
that they were written as patterns for imitation, not as 
objefts of ridicule. 

This humour runs fb far, that moft of our late co- 
medies owe their fucccfs to it. The audience liftens 
after nothing elfe. I have feen little Dicky place him- 
felf with great approbation at the head of the Tories 
for ^vt a<5s together, and Pinky efpoufe the intereft of 
the Whigs with no lefs fuccefs. I do not find that ei- 
ther party has yet thrown themfelves un^cr the patron- 
age of Scaramouch, or that Harlequin 4ias violated that 
neutrality^ which, upon his late arrival in Great Bri- 
tain, he profefled to both parties, and which it is 
thought he will punAualiy obferve, being allowed on 
all fides to be a man of honour. If is true, that upon 
his firft appearance, a violent Whig tradefman in the 
pit began to compliment him with a clap, as over- 
joyed 
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joyed to fee him mount a ladder, and fancying him to 
be drefl in a highland plaid. 

I queftion not but my readers will be furprized to 
find me animadverting on a pra^ice that has been al- 
ways favourable to the caufe which now prevails. The 
Britifh theatre was Whlg'tstti in the wprft of times; 
and in the laft reign did not fcruple to teftify its zeal 
for the good of our country, by many magnanimous 
claps in its lower regions, anfwered with loud huzza's 
from the upper gallery. This good dilpolition is fo 
much heightened of late, that the whole neighbour- 
hood of the Drury-Lane theatre very often ftiakes with 
the loyalty of the audience. It is faid, that a young 
author, who very much relies on this prevailing hu- 
mour, is now writing a force to be called A match out 
of Newgate y in allufion to the title of a comedy cal- 
led A viqtch in Nenvgate : and that his chief perfon is 
a round-'Jhoulder'd man ivifh a pretty large nofe and a 
ivide mouthy making his addrefTes to a lovely black wo- 
man that pafles for a peerefs of Great Britain, In 
fhort, the whole play is built upon the late efcape of 
general Forejlery who is fupofed upon the road to fall 
in love with my lord Nithfdalcy whom the ingenious 
author imagines to be ftill in his riding-hood. 

But notwithftanding the good principles of a Britijh 
audience in this one particular, it were to be wifhed 
that every thing fhould be banifhed the ftage which has 
a tendency to exafperate mais minds, and inflame that 
party rage which makes us fuch a miferable and divided 
people. And that in the firft place, becaufe fuch a pro- 
ceeding as this djfappoints the very defign of all publick 
diverfions and entertainments. The inftitution of 
Iports and fhews was intended by all governments, to 
turn off the thoughts of the people from bufying them- 
felvcs in matters of ftate, which ciid not belong to them ; 
to reconcile them to one another by the common par- 
ticipations of mirth and plealiire ; and to wear out of 
their minds that rancour which they might have con- 
tradled by the interfering^ views of intcreft and ambi- 
tion. It would therefore be for the benefit of every fo- 
ciety, that is difturbed by contending factions, to en- 
courage 
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courage fuch innocent amufements as may thus difem- 
bitter the minds of men, and make them mutually 
rejoice in the fame agreeable fatisfadlions. When peo- 
ple are accuftomed to (it together with pleafure, it it a 
uep towards reconciliation : But as we manage mat- 
ters, our politeft aflemblies are like boifterous clubs 
that meet over a glafs of wine, and before they have 
done, throw bottles at one another's heads. Inftead of 
multiplying thofe defirable opportunities where we may 
agree in points that are indifferent, we let the fpirit of 
contention into thojfe very methods that are not only 
foreign to it, but Ihould in their nature difpofe us to be 
friends. This our anger in our mirth is like poifbn 
in a perfiime, which taints the ipirits inftead of chear- 
ing and refrefhing them. 

Another manifeft inconvenience which arifes from 
this abufe of publick entertainments, is, that it natu- 
rally deftroys the tafte of an audience. I do not deny, 
but that feveral performances have been juftly applaud- 
ed for their wit, which have been written with an eye 
to this predominant humour of the town : But it is 
vifible even in thefe, that it is not the excellence, but 
the applications of the fentiment, that has railed ap- 
plaufe. An author is very much difappointed to find 
the beft parts of his 7)rodu6lions received with indiffe- 
rence, and to fee the audience difcovering beauties 
which he never intended. The adors, in the midfl of 
an innocent old play, are often ftartled with unexpeA- 
ed claps or hiffes ; and do not know whether they have 
been talking like good fubjefts, or have fpoken treafon. 
In (hort, we feem to have fuch a relifh for foftion, as 
to have loft that of wit, and are fo ufed to the bit- 
ternefs of party rage, that we cannot be gratified with 
the higheft entertainment that has not this kind of 
feafbning in it. But as no work muft .expeft to live 
long, which draws all its beauty from the colour of 
the times ; fo neither can that pleaflire be of greater 
continuance, which arifes from the prejudice or malice 
of its hearers. 

To conclude ; Since the prefent hatred and violence 
of parties is fo unfpeakably pernicious to the communi- 
ty, 
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ty, and none can do a better fervice to their country 
than thofe who ufe their utraoft endeavonrs to extin- 
guiih it, we may reafonably hope, tliat the more elegant 
part of the nation will give a good CKample to the reft; 
and put an end to U> abfurd and foolifh a praflice, 
-which makes our moft refined diverfions detrimental td 
the pubiick, and in a particular manner deftuftive of* 
all polltenefs* 
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^ 

jithenknjium res geflae^ fi^ut ego exijiumoy fails amplas 
magnificaeque fuercy vcrtiJii aliqiianio minores iamen^ 
quamfamafsruntur : fed^ ^uta provenere ihi magna 
Jcrlpiorum ingenia^ per terramm orbem Athenien- 
Jium faCta pro tnaxuniis celebranttir. Jta eoruniy qiH 
tafec^rcy virtus tanta hahetur^ quantum verhts ea 
potuere extollere praeclara ingenta. Sallust, 

GRATIANy among his maxims for railing a 
man to the moft confummate charader of 
greatnefs, advifes firft to perform extraordina- 
ry adions, and in the next place to fecure a good hi- 
ftorian. Without the laft, he confidcrs the firft as 
thrown away ; as indeed they are in a great mcafurc by • 
fuch illuftrious perfons, as make fame and reputation 
tiie end of tlieir undertakings. The moft (hining me- 
rit goes down to pofterity with difadvantage, when it is 
not placed by writers in its proper lighj. 

The misfortune is, that there are more inftances of 
men who deferve this kind of immortality, than of 
authors who are able to beftow it. Our country v/hich 
has produced writers of die firft- figure ki every other 
kind of work, has been very barren in good hiftorlrns. 
Wc have had ftveral who have been able to compile 
matters of fadl, but very few who have been able to 
digeft tbcm with that purity and elegance of ftyle, that 
P nicety 
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tiicety, and (hrcngth of reflcftion, that fubtilty and 
difcernment in the unravelling of ajcharadler, and that 
Ichdice of 'circumftances for enlivening the whole nar- 
ration, which we fo juftly admire in the antient hifto- 
jrians o{ Greece and Romcy and in ibme authors of our 
neighbouring nations. 

Thofe who^ have fucceeded bed in works of thisTdnd 
are fuch, who, befides their natural good fenfc and 
learning, have themfclves been » verfed in publick bu- 
finefs, and thereby acquired a thorough knowledge of 
men and things. It was the advice of the great duke 
of Schombergy to an eminent hiftorian of his acquain- 
tance, who was an ecclejiafiicky that he (hould avoid 
being too particular in the drawing up of an army, and 
other circumftances of the day ot battle ; for that he 
had always obferved moft notorious blunders and ab- 
furdities commited on that occaCon, by foch writers 
as were not converfant in the art of war. We may 
reafonably expe& the like miflake, in every other kind 
of publick matters, recorded by thofe who have only 
a diftant theory of fiich affairs. Befides, it is not very 
probable, that men, who have pafled all their time iil 
low and vulgar life, (hould have a (uitable idea of the 
feveral beauties and blemiflies in the aflions or cha- 
rafters of great men. For this reafon I find an oi4 law 
quoted by the famous Monficur Bayhy that no perfbn 
below the dignity of a Ronian knight (hould pre(ume 
to write an hiftory. 

In Efigland there is fcarce any one, who has had a 
tindlure of reading or ftudy, that is not apt to fancy 
himfelf equal to (b great a talk; tliough it is plain, tliat 
many of our countrymen, who have tampered in hifto- 
ry, frequently (hew, that they do not undcrftand the 
' very nature of thofe tranfadions which they recount. 
* Nay, nothing is more ufual than to fee every man, who 
is verfed in any particular way of bufinefs, finding 
fault with feveral of thefe authors, fo far as they treat 
of matters within his fphere. 

There is a race of men lately fpmnfy up among this 
(c)rt of writers, v/hom one cannot reflect upon without 
inJignatign as well as contempt. Thefo are our Cnih- 

Jlre^ 
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Jlreet biographers, who watch for the death of a gre^t 
man, like fo many undertakers, on purpofe to make a/ 
penny of him. He is no fooner laid in his grave, but 
he falls into the hands of an hiftorian ; who, to fwell 
a volume, afcribes to him works which he never wrote, 
and anions which he never performed ; celebrates vir- 
tues which he was never famous for, and cxcufes faults 
which he was never guilty of. They fetch their only 
authentick record out of Dodors Commons^ and when 
they have got a copy of his laft will and teftament, 
they fancy themfelves furnifhed with (uiBcient materials 
for his hiftory. This might indeed en2J>Ie them in 
feme meafure to write the hiftory of his death; but 
what can we expeft from an author that undertakes to 
write the life of a great man, who is fnmillied with no 
other matters of fa<^, befidcs legacies; and inftead 
of being able to tell us what he did, can only tells 
us what he bequeathed? This manner of cxpofing 
the private concerns of families, and facrificing the 
fecrets of the dead to the curiofity of the living, is one 
of thofe licentious practices which might well deferve 
the animadverfion of our government, when it has 
time to contrive expedients for remedying the many 
crying abufes of the prefs. In the mean while, what 
a poor idea muft ftrangers conceive of thofe perfons, 
who have been famous among us in their general ion^ 
fhould they foi:m their riotiont of them from the \vrit,- 
ings of thefe our hiftoriographers ! What would our 
pofterity tliink of their illuftrions forefathers, fliould 
they only fee them in fuch wea^ and difadvantageou« 
lights 1 But to our comfort, works <A this nature ^e 
fo fhori-lived, that they cannot pofllbly diminifh the 
memory of thofe patriots which they are not able tb 
prefer ve. 

The truth of it is, as the lives of great men cannot 
be written with any tolerable degree of elegance 01: ex- 
adlnefs, within a (hort (pace after their deceafe : fo nei- 
ther is it fit that the hiftory of aperfon, who has a^ed 
among us in a publick character, fhouM appear, till en- 
vy and friendftilp^are laid aflecp, and the prejudice both 
of his antagooifts and adherents bej^ in fome degree, 
p 2 • . foftncd 
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ibftned and fubdued. There is lio queftion but there 
are (everal eminent pcrfons in each party, however they 
Itaay reprefent one another at prefcnt, wha will have the 
(ame admirers among pofterity, and be equally cele- 
brated by thofe, whofe minds will not be diftempered 
by interefl, paffion, or partiality. It were Jiappy for us, 
could we prevail upon Ourfelves to imagine, that, 
one, who differs from us in opinion, maypoilibly be 
an honeft man ; and that we might do the fame jufticc 
to ohe another, which will be done us hereafter by thoie 
who (hall make their appearance in the werld, when 
this generation is no more. But in our prefent mile- 
rable and divided condition, how juft foever a man's 
pretenfions may be to a great or blamelefs reputation, 
he muft expedt his ftiarc of obloquy and reproach , and, 
eveii^ith regard to his pofthumous chara^er, content 
himfelf with fuch a kind of coiifideration, as induced 
the famous Sir Francis Baeon, after having bequeathed 
his foul to God, and his body to the earth, to leave 
his fame to foreign nations \ and after fome years, to 
his own country. , 

N^ 3 6. . Monday^ April 23* 

^- Ilia fe jailet in aula. Viae. 

AM ON G all the paradoxes in politicks which 
have been advanced by fome among us, there i& 
none {o abfurd and (hocking to the moft ordi- 
nary underftanding, as that it is poffible for Great Bri* 
tat 71 to be quietly governed by a Popijh fovereign. King 
Henry the fourth found it impradlicable for a Protejlant 
to reign even in Franecy notwithftanding the reformed 
religion does not engage a prince to the p^rfecutlon of 
any other ; and notwithftanding the authority of the 
fovereign in that country is more able to fupport it- 
fclf^ and coixmKuid th^ obedience of the people^ than 

ia 
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in any other European monarchy. We are convinced 
by the experience of our own times, that our ConftK 
tution is not able to bear a Popijh jptince at the head <$f 
it. Khkgyaf/us the fecond was em&ed with many royal 
virtues, and might have made a nation of Roman Ca- 
tholhh happy under his adminiftratioiu The griev<> 
ances we futtered in his reign proceeded purely fron» 
his. religion : But they were fuch as made the whole 
body of the nobility, clergy, and commonalty, rife up 
as one man againft him^ and oblige him to quit the 
throne of his anceflor^. The truth of it isy we have 
only the vices of a Proteftant prince to i^ar, and may 
be made happy by his virtues : But in a Popijh prince 
we have no chance for our profperity; his very piety 
obliges him to our deftrudtion r And in proportion as 
be is m(Mre religious, he becomes more infuppottable* 
One would wonder, Aerefore, to find many who call 
tliemfclves ProteftantSy favouring the pretenfionv of a 
peribn who has been bred up in the utmoft bittemeff^ 
and bigotry of the diurch 01 Rofne ; and who> in ail 
probalnlity, within le&' than a twelve-month, would 
be opp€»fed by thofe very men that are induftrious toi 
&t him upon the throne, were it po^Tible for fo wicked 
and unnatural an attempt to (licceed* 

I was (bme months ago in a company, that diverted^ 
tiiemfelves with the declaration which he had then pu«^ 
biihed, and particuhrly with the date of it, in the/our-^ 
teenth year of our reign^ The company was furprizeA 
to find there was a king in Europe who had reigRedl 
fo long and made fuch a fecret of it. This gave occa** 
ton to one of them^ who is now in France^ to encjuire 
into the hiftory of this remarkable reign, which he has 
digefled into annals, and ktely tranfmlkted hither for 
the peru(al of his friends. 

I huve (upprefled fuch perfonal reffeft?ons fi% are 
xpixed in this (hort chronicle, as not being to the pir-« 
po(e; and find that the whole hif^ory of his regal con* 
dud and exploits, may be comprized in the £e]nainia|» 
part of this half-iheet. 
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The Hijlory of the PretenderV Fourteen 
^ Tears Reign^ dlgefted into jinnals. 

QjfNNO Regni \^, He made choice of his mini- 
^"'^ ftry, the firft of whom was his confefTor, This 
was a perfon recommended by the fociety of Jefiiits, 
who rcprefented him as one very proper to guide tfie 
confcience of a king, that hoped to rule over an ijQand 
which is not within the pale of thie church. He then 
proceeded to name the prcfident of his cocndly his 
fecretaries of ftate, and gave away a very honourable 
Sine-cure to his principal favourite, by conftituting him 
his lord-high-treafurer. He likewife figned a dormant 
comminion for another to be his high-admhral^ witb 
orders to produce it whenever he had fea-room for his 
employment. 

Anno Regni ^. He perfcfted himfelf in the minuet 
ftep. 

Jnno Regni 30. He grow half a £oi>t. 

Anno Regni 40. He wrote a letter to the Pope, de- 
firing him to be as kind to him as his predecefibr had 
been, who was his Godfather. In the fame year he 
ordered the lord-high-treafurer to pay off the debts 
of the crown, which had been contracted fincc his ac- 
ceffion to the throne j particularly, a milk-fcore of 
three years ftanding. 

Anno Regni 5^0. He very much hnprovcd himfelf in 
all princely learning, -having read over the legends of 
the faints-, with the hiftory of thofe feveral martyrs in 
England, who had attempted to blow up a \viiOle par- 
liament of Here ticks. 

Anno Regni 60. He applied himfelf to the arts of go* 
vernment with more than ordinary diligence ; took a 
plan of the Raflile with his own hand; vifited the 
gallevs ; and ftudied the edi<St8 of his great patron 
Loui'i XIV. 

/hino Regni 70. Being now grown up to years of nja* 
turity, h? refolved to feek adventures; but was very 
mu«h divided in his rnind, Aether he fhould make an 
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expedition to Scot land ^ or a pigrimage to Loretfo) be- 
ing taught to look upon the latter^ iii a religious fenfe 
as the place of his nativity. At length he refblved up* 
on his Scotch expedition ; and^ as the firft exertion of 
that royal authority, vhich be was going to afTume, 
he knighted himfelf. After a (hort piece of errantry 
upon the feas, he got f^t back to Dunkirk, where he 
paid his devotions to St. Antbof^, for having delivered 
him from the dangers of the fea, and Sir George Bing, 

Anm Regm 8^. He made a cammign in Flanders, 
where, by the help of a telefcope, he faw the battle 
oiOudenardej and .the prince of Hanover^ % horfe {hot 
under him ; being pofted on a high tower with two 
French princes of the blood. 

Anno Regni 90. He made a fecond compaign in 
Flanders, and upon his return to the French court, 
gained a great reputation, by his performance in a 
^ Kigadoon* 

Anno Regni i<P* The pope having heard the feme 
of thefe his military atchievements, made him the of- 
fer of a caidinal's cap; which he was advifed not to 
accept, by f<Mne of his friends in England, 

Ann^Kegni 1 1^. He retired to Lorrain, where every 
fnommg he made great havock among the wild fowl, by 
the advice, and with the afGftance of his privy^'coun- 
cil. He is faid this fiimmer, to have (hot with his own 
hands fifty brace of pheafants, and one wild pig; to 
have let thirty coveys of partridges ; and to have hunt- 
ed down forty brace of hares; to which he might have 
added as many foxes, had not mod of them made their 
efcape, by running out of his friend's dominions , be- 
fore his dogs could finifti tlie chace. He was particu- 
larly animated to thefe diverfions by his miniftry, who 
diought they would not a little recommend him to the 
good opinion and kind offices of fcveral ^r/7^^ fox* 
hunto-s. 

Anno Regni 1 1^. He made a vifit to the duke d^Au* 
jnonty and paifed for a French marquis in a mafquerade. 

Anno Regni 13^. He vifited feveral convents, and ^ 
gathered fubicriptions from all the well-difpofed monks 

- and 
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and nuns, to whom he communicattd hi» defign of an 
attempt upon Great Britain, 

Anno Regni 1 4^. He now made great preparations for 
the invafion of England^ and got together vafl Aores 
of ammunitioiiy 'conflfting of relique^^ gun-powder 
and canmon-ball. He received from the pope a very 
large contributioni one moiety in money, and the 
other in indulgences* An Irijh pried brought him an 
authentick tooth of St. Thtanas a Becket^ ftnd. It ia 
thought, was to have for his reward the archbiihopric^ 
of Canterbury. Every mon^fary contributed fbmething: 
Gn^ gave him a thoufand pound ; and another as many 
mafles* 

This year containing farther the battles which he 
fought in Scotland^ and the towns which he took, is fb 
frefh in every oae*« memory^ that we (hall fay nojnore 
ofit» 



N^37.. Friday, April TJ. 



• quodji 



Frigida cur arum /omenta relinquere poffes \ 

$U0' te caeiejiis fapientia ducereiy ires* 

Hoc cpus, bocfiudiurn farvi properemiiSy. et ampllf 

&i patriae volumus, ft nobii vivere cari* Ho A.. 

IT i* a meknchdy reflexion, that our country^ 
which in times of Popery was called the nation 
of faints, (hould now ^have iefs appearance of re- 
ligion' in it, than any other neighbouring ftate or king- 
dom ; whether they be fuch as cofttiiiue ftill immerfed 
in the errors of the church of Romcj or fuch as are- 
recovered out of them. This is a truth that is obvious to 
every one, who has been convcrfant in foreign parts. It 
was formerly tfiought dangerous . for a young man to 
travel, left he Aould return an Atheift to his native 
qouatry : But at prefcut it is certain, that an Ehglijh^ 

' ma9 
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man J who has any tolerable degree of refledon, cannot 
be better awakened to a fenfe of religion in general, - 
than by obferving how the minds of all mankind are 
(et upon this important point ; how every nation is fe- 
rious and attentive to the great bulinefs of their beii^g j 
and that in other countries a man is not out of the fa-' 
ftiion, who is bold and open in the profeflion and prac-~ 
ticc of all Chriftian duties. 

This decay of piety is by no means to be imputed 
to the ReformatioTty which in its lirft eftablifhmcnt pro- 
duced its proper fruits, and diftinguifhed the whole 
age with (hining inftances of virtue and morality. If 
we would trace out the original of that flagrant and' a- 
vowed impiety, which has prevailed among us for fbmc' 
years, we fhonld find that it owes its rife to thatoppo-' 
fite extreme of Cant and Hypocrifyy which had taken' 
poifeffion of the people's minds in the times of the great 
Rebellion, and of the ofurpation that fucceeded it. The 
♦ pradices of thefe men, under the co^^ert of a feigned 
zeal, made even the appearances of fincere devotion 
ridiculous and unpopular. The Raillery of the wits 
and courtiers, \n\sngCharUs the fecond's reign, upon 
every thing which they then called precile, was carried 
to {o great an extravagance, that it almoft put Chrifti-' 
anity out of countenance. The ridiaile grew fe ftrong • 
and Kcentious, that from this time we may date that 
remarkable turn in the behaviour of our fafhionable 
Englijhmenj that makes them fliame-faced in the exer- 
cife of thofe duties which they wer^ feiit into the world' 
. to perform. 

The late cry of theCf^rr^ has been an artifice of the 
fiune kind with that made v& o( by the hjrpocrites of 
the lad: age, and bas had as fatal an influence upon re* 
ligion.^ If a man would but ferioufly confider how^ 
much greater comfort he would receive in the, laft mo- 
ments of his life from arefiedlion that he has made one 
virtuous man, than that he has made a tlioufand Tories^ 
we fhould not fee the zeal of (b many good men turned 
oflF from its- proper end, and employed in making fuch' 
a kind of Converts. What fatisfa<flion will it be to an 
ioimorai man, at fiich a time, to think he ie a ^ood 

Whig! 
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Whig I Or to one that is confcious of fedltion^ perjury> 
or rebellion, that he dies widi the reputation of a High- 
Churchman ! 

. But to confidcr how this cry of the Church has cor- 
rupted the morals of both parties. Thofe who are the 
Idudeft in it, regaird themfelves rather as a political, 
than a retigious commnnity ; and are held together ra- 
ther by ftate-notions, than by articles of faith. This, 
fils the minds of weak men, who fall into die fiiarc, 
with groundleis fears and apprehenfions, unlpeakable 
rage towards thqr fdlow-iubjeds, wrong i^eas of per- 
ftHis whom they are not acquainted with> and uncha- 
ritable interpretations of thofe a<aions of which they are 

'^ot competent judges. It inftils into their minds the 
utmoft virulence and bitternefs, inftead of that charity, 
which is the perfe<5lion and ornament of religion, and 
the moil indifpenfable and neceilary means for at* 
tainmg the end of it. la a word,- sunong thefe mift^en 
zealots', it iaa^i£es cruelty and injuftice, riots and 
treaibn. 

The effe^s whidi this cry of the Church has had on 
the other party, are no lefs manifeft and deplorable. 
They fee themfelves unjuftly afperfed by it, and viadi- 
cats themfelves in. terms np lefs opprobnous, than thofe 

^by which they were attacked, , Tlieir indignation and 
refentment rues in proportion to the malice of tlieir 
adverfaties. Tht unthinking part of them arc apt to 
contrafik an unreafbnable avexiion even to that ecclefi- 
a(Hcal conftitution to which tliey are i-eprefented as ene- 
mies ; and not only to particular perfons, but to that 
order of mea^in general, wliichwiU be always held fa- 
cred and honourable^ 10 long as there is reaiba and* 
religion in the world. 

I might mention many other corruptions coipmon 
to both parties^ which naturally flow firom this fource 5 
and might eafily fhew, upon a full difplay of them, 
tha*- this clamour, which pretends to be raifed for the 
fefety of religion, has almoft worn out the very ap- 
pearance of it ; and rendered us not only the moft cfe- 
vided, but the nioft immoral people .upon the face of 
the earth* 

Whea 
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When our nation is overflowed with fuch ^ deluge 
of impiety, it muft be a great pleafure to find any ex- 
pedient take place, that has a tendency to irecfover it 
ontof fo difixiai a condition. This is one great rea* 
Ion why an honed man may rejoice to fee an aA fb 
near t^ing effed, for making efe^ions of members 
to ferve in parliament left frequent* I find myfelf 
prevented by other writin^js (which h^ve conOdered 
the aft now depending, in this particular light) from 
expatiating upon this lubjcdl* I fhall only mention , 
two fliort pieces which I have been juft noW reading, 
nnder the following titles, Arguments about the alte* 
ration of the triennial eleSlions of parliament : And, 
ne alteration in the triennial a^ confidered. 

The reafons for this law, as it is necef&ry for fet- 
tling his majefty in his throne ; for extinguiftiing the 
Q^irit of rebellion ; for procuring foreign alliances ; 
and other advantages of the like nature ; carry a 
great weight with them. But I am particularly pleafed 
with it, as it may compofe our unnatural feuds and 
animofities, revive an honeft ipirit of induftry in ,the 
nation, and cut off firequent occafions of brutal rage 
and intemperance. In fhort, as it will make us not 
only a more fafe, a more flourifhing, and a more hap- 
py, but fdfo a more virtuous people. 



N^SS. Monday, jippl lo. 

Longuftty fhrmofa^ Vale . — Virg. 



IT IS the ambition of the male-part of the world 
to make tjiemfclves efteemed, and of the female 
to make themfelves beloved; As this is the laft 
paper which I fhall addrefs to my fair readers, I can- 
not perhaps oblige them more than by leaving them as 
a kind of legacy ascertain fecret which feldom fails 
of procuring this affeftion, which they are naturally 

formed 
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formed both to defire and to obtain/ Thft Nojlrum is 
comprized in the following fentence of Seneca^ which 
I (hall tranflate for the fervice of my country-women. 
Ego tihi motjftrabo amat<iriumjtne niedicamentOyJine her* 
iaj Jtne ullius Veneficaecartmne : fi vis amarij ajna, 
J *mill difMver to you a Philter that has neither drug nor 
Jiniple^ nor enchantment in it ^ Love^ ifyowwouldraife 
love^ If there be any truth in this difcovery, and 
this be fuch a'fpecifick as the author pretends^ there 
Is nothing which makes the fex more unamiable than 
party rage. The fineft woman, in a tranfport of for 

- Jy, lofes the u(e of her face. Inftead of charming her 
bleholders, (he frights both friend and foe. The lat- 
ter ^can never be fmitten by fo bitter an enemy, nor 

. the former captivated by a nymph, who upon occa- 
fion, can be fo very angry. The moft endearing of 
our beautiful fellow-fubjedls, are thofc who(e minds 
are the leafl: imbittered with the paffions and prejudices 
of either fide, and who dlfcover the native fweetnefe 
of die fex in every part of •their converfation and be- 
haviour. A lovely woman, who thus fiouri(hes in her 
innocence and good-humour, amidfl: that mutual foite 
and rancour which prevails among herexafperated fifier- 
hood, appears more amiable by the fingularity of her 
charadler ; and may be compared, with Solomon'^ bride^ 
to a lily among the thorns. 

A ftatefwoman is as ridiculous a creature as a cott- 
quean. Each of the fexes (hould keep within its par- 
ticular bounds, and content themfelves to excel within 
their refpecfttve diftri<fts. When Fenus complmned to' 
Jupiter of the wounds which (he had received in battle, 
tiie father of the godt fmiled upon her, and put her in 
mind, that inftead of mixing in a war, which was not 
her bufinefs, (he (hbuld have been officiating in her 
proper miniftry, and carrying on the deRghts of mar- 
riage. The delicacy of fcveral modern critlcks has been 
offended with Homer' $ Billingsgate warriors; but a 
fcolding heroe is, ait the worft, a more tolerable cha- 
rader than a bully in petticoats. To which wc may 
add, that the kceneft fatirift, amcn^ tlit ancients, lobk- 

,ed 
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ed uf>on nothing as a more proper fubjcifl of rsilleijf 
and inveftive, tiian a female gladiator. 

I am the more difpofed to take into conCderation- 

thejfe. ladies of fire and politicks^ bccanfe it would he 

very monftrous to fee feuds and animofities kept upr 

among the foft ftx^ when they are in fo hopeful away 

of being compofed among the men, by the fepten^' 

nial bill, which is now ready for the royal aflent. As 

this is likely to produce a ceflation of arms, till the 

expiration of the prcfent parliament, among one 

half of our ifland, it is very reafonable that the more 

beautiful moiety of his majefty's fubjefts (hould efta* 

blilh a truce among themfelves for the fame term of 

years. Or rather it were to be wilhcd, that they;would 

fummon together a kind of fenate, or parliament, of 

tjic fahreft and wifeft of otir fifter fubjefts, in order to 

tnz& a perpetual neutrality among the fex. They 

might at Icaft appoint (bmething like a committee, cho- 

fen from among the ladies reCding in London and Wefl" 

wtnjlery in order to prepare a bill to be laid before the 

sdembly Upon the firft opportunity of their meeting. 

The regulation might be as follow^ : 

* That a committee of toafts be forthwith appointed ; 

* to consider the prefent ftate of the fex in the Brit'tjk 

* nation. 

' That this committee do meet at the houfe of every 
' refpeflive member of it on her vifiting-day ; and that 

* everyone who comes to it (hall have a vote, and a 

< diflioftea. 

< That the committee be empowered to fend for 
' Billets-doux, libels, lampoons, lifts of toafts, or any 

* other the like papers and recoils. 

. < That it be an inflruftion to the faid committee, to 
' confidcr of proper ways and methods to reclaim the 
' obftinately opprobrious and virulent ; and how to 

* make the ducking-ftool more ufeflil. 

Being alwafys willing- to contribute my afliftancc to 
my country-women, 1 would propofe a preamble, fct- 
ting forth, ' That the late civil war among the fex has^ 

< tended very much to the lelTening of that ancient 

< and undoubted authority, which they have claira- 

Q, • * ed 
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^ ed over the male part of the ifland ; to die ruin. ^ 

* good houfewifery ; and to the betraying of many im- 
*- portant fedrcts : That it has produced much bittEr^ 

* ncfs of fpecch, many fharp arid violent xontefts, andJ^ 

< a great cfFufion of Citron-water : Tiiat it has raifed' 
^ animofities in tlidr hearts^ and heats in their faces : 

< That it has broke out in their ribbons, aad cauTed- 
^ unfpeakable confufions in their drefs: And above all, 

* That it has introduced a certain frown into the fea- 

* tures, and a fonrnefs into the air of our BTttiJlo la- 
' die^, to the great damage of their charms, and viii- 

* ble decay of 3ie national beauty. 

As for die enadling part of the bill, it may c^niifl of 
many particulars, which will* naturally arife from the* 
debates of the tea-table ; and rauft, therefore, be left 
to the difcretion and experience of the committee. 
Perhaps It might not be amifs to ena^j among other 
things. ' . 

* That the difcourfing on politicks (hall be looked 

* upon-a^dnl] as tdking'on theweadier. 

* That if any -man troubles a female aflembly witli 
^Sparliament-news, fce fhallije marked out as a block* 

* head, or an incendiary. 

y < That no woman fhall henceforth prcfume to (tick 
^ a patch upon her forehead^ uiifefs it be in the very 

* middle, that is, in the neutral part of it. 

' That all fans and fnuff-boxes, of what principles 
^ fbe\'^er, (hall be called in : And tliat orders b^ given 
' to MrAteux2ir\di Mathersy to deliver out in exchange 

* for them, fuch as have no tindhire of par^y in 

* them. 

* That when any lady befpcaks a play, fte (hall take* 
' cffc^lual cafe, that the audience be pretty e^jually 

* chequered with JVhigs and Tories, 

* That nd woman of any party prefunie to influence 

* the legi/lature. 

* That there be a general aitfnefty and oblivion of 
all former hoftilities and diftindlions,' a!l pnbirck and 

* private faiimgs on either (ide : AfidtVat' every one 

* who comes into this neutrality V/iihin the (pace 

* of ■\\ eeks, fliallbc allowed an" ell extraor- 

* dinary. 
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* dinary, above, the prefent {landard,:i« fhe drciim^ 
^ ference of her petticoat. . : 

^ Provided always neverthelefs, That nothir^ herein 

* contained fliall extend, or be conftrued to extend, 
' to any perfon or perfons, inliabiting and praclifing 

* within -the hundreds of Drury^ or 'to any other of 

* that fociety in v/hat part foevcr of the nation in like 

* manner praflifing and refiding ; who arc ftill at libera 

* ty to rail, calumniate, fcold, frown and pout, as ia 
^ aforetiraes, any thing in this a^ to the contrary not- 

* withftanding. 



N? 39. Friday, May 4. 

Prodejfe quam CoufpUl'.' * 

IT often happens, that extirpating the love ofglory, 
which is obferved to take the deepeft root in noble 
mijids, tears up feverat virtues with it ; and that 
(uppre/Iing the delire of faine is apt to reduce men to a 
ftate of indolence and fupincncTs. But when witliout ' 
any incentive of vanity, a perfon of great abilities is 
zealous for the good of mankind ; and as folicitous for 
the concealment, as the performance of illuftrious ac- 
tions ; we may be furc 4hat he has fbmething more than 
ordinary in his compofition, and has a heart filled with 
goodnefs and magnanimity. 

There is not perhaps, in all hiftory, a greater in- 
ftanee of this temper of mind, than what appeared in 
.that excellent perfon whofe motto I have placed at the 
head of this paper, fle had v/orn himfelf out in hi».- 
application to iuch ftudies as made him ufeful or or- 
namental to the world, in concerting fchemcs for 
the welfare of his country, and In profecuting fucli 
meafurcs as were necefTary for making thofe fthemes 
effeftual ; But all this was done with a view 10 the 
.publick good that fhould rife out of tbefe generous 
(^2 cudeai-* 
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endeavours^ md hot to the fame wfaicli fhouid accrue 
to hiihf If. Let the reputation of the aftion fall 
'Where it would ; fo his country reaped the beneUt of 
it, he WIS fatisfied. As this turn of mind threw off 
in a great meafure the oppofltions of envy and com- 
petition, it enabled him to gain the moft vain and im- 
practicable into his defigns, and to bring about fevcral 
ijreat events for the fafety and advantage of the pub- 
ick, which niuft have diecj in the birth, had he been 
as deCrous of appearing beneficial to mankind, as of 
being fo. 

As he .fas admitted into the (ecret and mofi: retired 
thoughts and counfels of his royal maftcr- kii^g /f/7- 
Jiawy a great (hare in the plan of the Proteftant fnc- 
ccfiion is univerfally afcribed to him. And if he 
did not entirely project the union of the two kingdoms, 
and the bill of regency^ which feem to have been 
the only methods in human policy for fccuring to us 
fo ineftiraable a blefling, there is none who will ^eny 
him to have been the chief conduftor in both thefe 
^glorious works. For poftcrity are obliged to allow 
him that praife after his de^th, which he induftrioufly 
declined while he was living. His life indeed (ecms 
to have been prolonged beyond its natural term. Un- 
der thofc indifpolitions which hung upon the latter 
part of it, tliat he might have the .fatisfa6tion of feeing 
the happy fcttlement take place, which he had pro- 
pofed to himfelf as die principal end of all his publick 
labours. Kor was it a Imall addition to his happi- 
nefs, thpt by this means he faw thoTc who had been 
^ always his moft intimate friends, and who had con- 
certed witli him fuch meafures for the guaranty of the 
Proteftant fucceflion, as drew upon them the difplea- 
lure of men who were averfe to it,' advanced to the 
higheft pofts of truft and honour .under his prefent ma- 
jefty. I believe there are none of thefe patriots^ who 
will think it a derogation from their merit to have 
it faid, that they received many lights and advantages 
from their intimacy with my Lord Soiners : Who had 
fuch a general knowledge of affairs, and £0 tender % 
concern for bis friends^ that whatever ftaidon diey 

were 



were in, they ufually applied, to him for his advice in 
every perplexky of bufinefs, and in affairs of the great* 
efl difficult jr. 

, His life was, in every part of it, fet off witfa^that 
graceful niodefty and referve, which made his virtues 
.more beautiful, the more they were caft in fuch agree- 
able fhades. 

His religion was fincere, not oftentatious ; and Gich 
as infpired him with an univerfal benevolence toward* 
all hi§ fellow-fubje^s, not with bittemefs againft any 
part'of them. " He fliewed his firm adherence ta it as 
inodclled by our national confllltutiqn, and was con- 
ftant to its offices of devotion, both in pubfick' and in 
his family. He appeared a champion for it with great 
reputation in the caufe of the feven bifhops, at a time 
when the church was really in danger. To which we 
may add, that he held a ftrick friendlhip and cbrre- 
fpondenipe. with the great archbifhop Ti/ht/b/i,. being; 
adted by. the fame fpirit of candour and moderation ^ 
and moved rather with pity than indignation towards 
the perfons of thofe, who differed from him in the un- 
eilential ;parts of Chriftianity. 

His great humanity, appeared In the mimitett circum- 
ftanccs of his converfaticai* You found it ia the be- 
jievolence of his afpecl, the complacency of his beha- 
viour, and the tone of his voice. His great appli- 
catipn to tlic fcverer ftudies of the law, has not infec- 
ted his temper with any thing pofitive or litigious. He 
did not know what it was to wrangle on indiflerent 
points,^ to trinmph in the fiiperiority of his underftand- 
ing,. or to be fapercilious on the fide of truth. He 
joined the greateft delicacy of good-breeding to the 
greateft ftrength of reafon*. By approving tlie fenti- 
Hients of a perfon, with whom he converfed, in fuch 
particulars as were juft, he won him over from thofe 
pouHs m which he was ntiftaken ;. and had fo agreeable 
'a way of conveying knowledge^ that whoever eon-r 
ferrcd with him grew the wifer, without perceivihg th^t 
lie had heen inftru^ed. We may probably afcribe to 
this mafterfy and engaging ma!)|ier of cotiyerfatieo,. the 
great efieemi wMeh he had gained with; t&& k£e <£jeen,» 
<tj , " white 
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while (he purfued thofe mea(ures which had carried the 
BritiJI? nation -to the higheft pitch of glory ; notwdth- 
ftinding Ihe had entertained many unreafonable preju- 
dice* againft hun, before (he was acquainted with his 
perfonal Worth and behaviour. 

As in his political capacity we have before feen how 
much he contributed to the cftablifhment of the Pro« 
tellant intereft, and the good of his native country, 
he was always true to thefe great ends. His character 
was uliiform and confiftent with itfelf, and his whole 
tonduA of a piece. His principles were founded in 
reafon, and lupported by virtue; and therefore did 
not lie at the mercy of ambition, avarice, og refent- 
ment. His notions were no lefs fteady and unfhaken, 
thin Juft and upright. In a word, he ,concludcd his 
courle among die lame well-chofen friendfhips and aK 
liances, With which he began it. 

This jTfcat man- was not. more confoicuons as a pa- 
triot and a ftatcfman, than as ';i pcrfon of univcrfal 
knowlcilge and learning. As by dividing his time 
between the publick fcenes of bufinefs, and the private 
retirements of life, he took care to keep up both the 
■great and good mai^ ; fo by the. fame means he accom- 
pli (lied fiinifelf not only in the knowledge of men and 
things, but in the fldll of the- raoft refined arts and 
fciences. That unwearied diligence, which followed 
him through all the ftages of his life, gave him foch 
a thorough infight into the laws ^f the land, that he 
palled for one of the greateft matters of His profef- 
Jion, at his firfl appearance in it. Though he made a 
regular progrefs through the feveral honours of ' the 
long robe, he was always looked upon as one whodc- 
ferved a fuperior ftation to that he was pofTefled off; 
till he arrived at tlie higheft dignity to which thofe 
fiudicscould advance him. ^ 

He enj oyed in ' the higheft pcrfe<5tion two talentj, 
which do not often meet in the fame perfon, the great- 
eft (crcngth of good fcnfc, and the moft exquifire taftc 
of nolU^nefs. Without the firft, learning is but an 
incumbrance ; and without the Lift, is ungraceful. My 
lord Somen was mafter of thefe two qualifications ia 
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ib eminent a degree, that all the parts of knowledge 
appeared in him with fuch an additional ftrcngth and 
beauty, as they want In the poiTeflion of others. If he 
delivered his opinion of a piece of poetry, a ftatue, or 
a piftnre, there was fomething fo juft and delicate in 
his obfcrvations, as naturally produced pleafure and af- 
fent in thole who heard him. 

His folidity and elegance, improved by the reading 
of the fineft, authors both of the learned and modem 
languages, difcovcred itfelf in all his produdions* 
His oratory was mafculinc and perfuafive, free Gmm 
every thing trivial and affefted. His ftyle in ^writing 
was chafte and pure, but at the fame time full of fpi- 
rit and politenefs ; and fit to convey the moft intri^ 
cate bufinefs to the underftanding of the reader, with 
the utmoft clearnefs and pcrfpicuity. And here it is 
to be lamented^ that this extraordinary perfbn, out of^ 
his natural averfion to vain-glory, wrote feveral pieces, 
as well as performed feveral a^ons, which he did not 
aflume tlie honour of : Though at the fame time fo 
' many works of this nature have appeared, which eve- 
ry one*has alcribed to him, tliat I believe no author 
of the greateft eminence would deny my lord Somers 
to have been the beft writer of the age in which he li- 
ved. 

This noble lord, for the great extent of his know- 
ledge and capacity, has been t)ften compared with the 
lord Verulamy who had alio been chancellor of Etig^* 
land. But rfie conduft of thefe two extraordinary per- 
fons, under die fame circumftances, was vaftly dii?e*- 
rent. They were both impeached by a houfe of com- 
mons. One of them, as he had given juft occafion 
for it, funk under it; and was reduced to fuch an abjeft 
fubmiffion, as ^ery much diminilhed the lufbre of fo 
exalted a charafter : But my lord Somers was too well 
fortified in his integrity to fear the impotence of an 
attempt upon his reputation ; and thouglf'his accufers 
would gladly have dropped- thei^ impeachment he wai 
inftant with them f6r the profecution of it, and would 
nor let that matter reft till k was brought to an iflue. 
Eoc the fame virtue and grcatnefs of mind ^hich gave 

biir 
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him a difregard of fame^ made him impatient oFan un- 
defer ved reproach. 

There is no'' qucftion but thi$ wonderful man will 
•make one of the raofl: diftinguiflied figures in the hif- 
tory of the prefent age ; hut we cannot expedl that his 
4nerit willfhine out in its proper light, Cnce he wrote 
many things wl^ch are not publiflied in his name ; was 
^ the bottom of many excellent counfels, in which he 
didiiot appear; did offices of friendfiiip to many per- 
^ris^ who knew not from whom they- were derived ; 
^and performed great fervices to his country, the glory 
of which was transferred to others : In fliort," fince he 
4ndde it his endeavour rather to do worthy addons than 
Ao gala an iUuftrlous chara<5terr 
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Uri^ enimfulgore fuo qui praegravat artes • 
Infra fe pojitas : extin^i us a?jiabitur id€t?u Hor« 

IT. requires no imall degree c^ refolutlon, to be 
an autlior in a country fo facetious. and fatirical 
as this oi Great Britain, Such a one raifes a kind 
of alarm among his fellow-fubje6ls, and by pretending 
, to diftinguifh himfelf from the herd, 4)Ccomes a marl 
cCpublick cenfure; and iometimes a {landing ob)e6t 
of raillery and ridicule* Writing is indeed a provo- 
cation to the envious^ and an affront to the ignorant. 
How often do we fee a pcrfon, whofe Intentions are 
vifibly to do good by the works which he publilhes, 
treated in as fturrilous a manner, as if he were an e- 
neray to mankind ? All the little fcramblers after fame 
fall upon him, publifh every blot in Ms life^ depend 
upon, hearsay to defame him, and have recourfe to 
their own Invention^ rather tlian fu£rer bim to eredr 
himfelf mto an authw with impunity. Even thofe 
««Fho wrkc/iOU the molt iodiffeipqit iubjefi^^ and ate 
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converfant only in works of tafte, ar^ looked upon 
as men that make a kind of iilfult Upon fodety, and 
ought to be humbled as difluirbers of the publick tran* 
quillity. Not only the dull and the malicious, which 
make a formidable party in our ifland, but the whole 
fraternity of writers rife up in arms againft every new 
intruder into the world Of fame ; and a thoufand to 
one, before they have done, prove him not only to 
be a fool, but a knave, Succefsful authors do what 
they can to exclude a competitor, while the unfucccfs- 
ful with as much eagernds lay in their claim to him as 
a brother. This natural antipathy to a man who 
breaks his ranks, and endeavours to lignalize his parts 
in the world, has very probably hindered many ^pcT" 
fbns from making their appearance in print, who might 
have pnriched our country with better produftions in 
all kinds than any that are now extant. The truth of 
it is, the active part of mankind, as they do moft for. 

' tlie good of their contemporaries, very defervedfy gain 
the greateft (hare in their applaufes ; while men of fpie- 
culative endowments, who imploy their tadents in writ- 
ing, as they may equally benefit or amufe fiicceeding 
ages, Eave generallyithe greateft (hare in the admiration 
of pofterity. iBoth good and bad writers may receive 
great fatisfadlion from the profpe<fts of futurity 5* as in 
after-ages the former will be remembered and the latter 
forgotten. 

Among all fcts of authors, there are none who dra^^ 
upon themfelves more dilpleafure, than thofe who 

, deal in political matters, which indeed is very often 
too juftly incurred ; conCdering that fpirit of rancour 
and virulence, with which works of this nature ge- 
nerally abound. Thefe arc not only regarded as au- 
thors, but as partifans, aiuf are fure to exafperate at 
leaft one lialf of their readers. Other writers offend 
only the ftupid or jealous among their countrymen ; 
but thefe, let their caufe be never fo juft, muft expe<i 
to irritate a (lipernumerary patty of the felf-interefted, 
prejudiced, and ambitious. They may however cora- 

. fort themfelves with confidering, that if they gain any 
UDjuft reproach from one fide, they generally acqntrfc 

more 
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more praife than -they deferve from the other ; and that 
writings, of this kind, if conducted with candoor and 
impartiality, have a more particular tendency to the 
good of their country, and of the prefcnt age, than any 
other qjmpofitions whatfbever. 

To confider an author farther, as the fubje<ft of 
obloquy and detradlion : We may obferve with what 
pleafure a work is. received by the invidious part of 
niankind, in which a writer falls (hort of himfelf, and 
does not anfwer the character which he has acquired 
by his former productions. It is a fine fimile in one 
of Mr. Congreve'% prologues, which compares a writer 
to a buttering gamefter, that flakes all his winnings 
upon every caft : £0 that if he iofes the laft throw, 
he is fure to be undone. It would be well for all au- 
thors, if, like that gentleman, they knew when to give 
over, and to defift from any farther purfuits after fwie, 
wh3e they are in the full poflc/Hoii of it. On the o- 
ther hand, there is not^ more melancholy objcd inlhe 
learned world, than a man who has written liimfelf 
down. As the publick is more difpofed to cenfiirc 
than to praife,. his readers wiH ridicule him for his laft 
works, when they have forgot to applaud thofc which 
preceded them. In this cafe^ where 41 man has loft 
his fpirit by old age and infirmity, one could wifh that 
his friends and relations would keep him jfrom the ufe 
of pen, ink, and paper, if lie is not to be reclaimed by 
any other methods. . • • > 

The author indeed often grows old before the roan, 
efpecially if he treats on fubjedts of invention, orfuch 
as arife from refle(5tion upon human nature : For in 
this cafe, neither l^is own flrength of mind, nor thofe 
parts of life which are .commonly unobferved, will 
fnrnifh him with fufficient materials to be at the fame* 
time both plcafing and voluminous. We find evea 
in the outward drefs of poetry, that men who write 
much without talking breath, very often return to the 
fame phrafes and forms of expreillon, as well as to 
the fame manner of thinking. Authors, who have 
thus drawn off the fpirit of th^ir thoughts, fhpuld lie 
fUU foribme time^ till their minds have gathered fre/h 
, ' ftrength, 
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ftrength, and by- reading, refledlion and converfation, 
laid in a new ftock of elegancies, fentiments and imagej 
of nature. The Ibil, that is worn with too frequent . 
culture. muft lie fallow for a while, till it has recruited 
its exhaufted falts, and again enriched itfelf by the vcn-' 
tilations of the air, the dews of heaven, and thclundly 
influences of the fun. 

For my own part, not^lthfhinding this general ma- 
lev9lcnce towards thole who communicate their thoughts 
m j^rint, I cannot but look with a friendly regard on 
fuch as do it, provided there is no tendency in their 
writings to vice and profanenefs. . If ^the thoughts of, 
fuch authors have nothing in them, thev at leafl do no 
harm, 'and (hew an honeft induftry and, a' good intcn- 
tibhin the CompoTer. If th^y teach rc'e *any thing I 
did not know before, 1 cannot but look upon myfilf 
as obliged to the writer, and confider him as my par* 
ticular benefaftor, if he conveys to me one of the great- 
efl gifts that is in the power of man to beftow, an im- 
provement of my underflanding, and innocent amufe- 
ment, or an incentive to fbnie moral virtue. Were 
jiot men of abilities thus communicative, their wifdom 
would be in a grcs^t meafure ufelcfs, and their experi- 
ence uninfbru<5tive. There would be no bufinefs in fo- 
litude, nor proper relaxations in bulinefs. By tlicfc 
afTiflances, the retired man lives in the world, if not 
above it ; paflion is compofed ; thought hindered from 
being barren ; and the mind from preying upon itfelf.. 
That efteera, indeed, which is paid to good writers by 
their pofterity, fbfficicntly (hews the merit of perfons. 
who are thus employed. Who does not now more 
admire Ckcro as an author, ^than as a conful oi Rome ! 
And does not oftner talk of the celebrated writers of 
our own country, who lived in former ages, than of 
any other particular perfons among their contempora- 
ries and fellow-fubje<5ls ! 

When I confider myfelf as a Brltijh free-holder, I 
am in a particular manner pleafed with the labours of 
thofc who have improved our' language with the ^anf- 
lation of old Latin and Greek authors, and by that 
(neaas let us into the knowledge of what pafled in the 

famous 



192 THE FRErE-HOLDElt N<^4e* 

fiimous gOYcrnments of Greece and RotJie, . .We havo^ 
Already moft of tlicir biidorians in our own tongue: 
And what is ftill more for the honour of our language, 
it has been- taught to exprcfs with elegance the greateft 
of their poets in each nation. The illiterate among 
bur countrymen may leant to judge from l)ryden\ 
Virgil of the moft perfedl epic performance : And tbofc 
parts of Homer i which have already been publiQied by 
Mr. PopCy give us reafon to think that the Iliad will ap- 
pear in Englijh with as litde difadvantage to that im« 
mortal poem. 

. There is another audior, whom I have lo^g wiflied 
to fee well tranflated into Englijh^ as his work is filled 
with a ipirit of liberty, and more. directly tends to raifc 
fentiments of Jionour and virtue in his reader, than 
any of the poetical writings of antiquity. I mean the 
Pnarfalia of Luean, This is the only author of con- 
Cderation among the Latin poets, who. was not ex- 
plained for the ufe of the Dauphin^ for a very obvious 
reafon ; becaufc the whole P bar/alia would have been 
do lefs than a fatire upon the French form of govern- i 
■nent. The tranflation of this author, is now in the 
lands of Mr. R^ywey who has already given the world i 
bme* admirable (pecimens of it; and not only kept Dp 
he fire of the original, but delivered the fentiments 
dth greater perfpicuity, and in a'finer turn of phrafe 
nd verfe. 
As undertakings of fo difficult a nature require the 
'eateft encouragement, one cannot but rejoice to fee 
ofe general fubfcriptions which have been made .to 
em^; efpecially fmce if the two works Jaft mentioned ' 
2 not finlfhed by thofe maftcrly hands, which are now ^ 
iployed in them, we may defpair of feeing them at- [ 
npted by others. 
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I^ijfentierifis condithnlhus 
> Foedhj et eitetnplo trahenti 

Perniciem veniens in aevum. Hok,> 

AS the cafe of our national commerce redounds 
mote to tKe riches and profperity of the pub- 
lick, than any other aft of government, it is 
pity that we ^o not (ee the ftate of it marlced out iijt 
every particular reign with" greater' diftindlioxi and accu- 
rdrcy, than what is ufual among our Englifh hifloriaaf « 
We may however ob(erve-in general, that the beft and 
wifeft of our mdnarchs have not been left Induftrious to 
extend their trade, than their dominions ; as it mani- 
fcftly turns in a much higher degree to the welfare of 
the people, if not to the glory of the fovereign. 

The firft of our kings who carried our commerce, 
and confequ^ntly our navigation, to a very great height,; 
wa^ Ednvard the third* This vidlorious prince, by his 
many excellent laws for the encouragement of trade, 
enabled his fubjefts to lupport him in his many glori* 
ous wars upon the continent, and turned the feale {o 
mirch in favour of our Englijh merchandife, that, by 
a balance of trade taken in his time, the exported com- 
modities counted to two hundred ninety-four thousand 
pounds, and the imported but to thirty-eight thoufand. 
Thofc of his fucceflbrs, under whole regulations our 
trade flotfriflied moft, were Henry the feventh and queen 
Elizabeth* As the firft of thcfe was for his great wifdom 
very often ftiled the EngliJIo Solommty he followed the 
example of that wife king in nothing more, than by ad- 
vfticing the traifick of his people. By this meiar.s he 
reconciled to him the miflds of his fubjefts, ftrengthened 
himfclf in their afFeftions, improved very mnch the na- 
vigation of tlie kingdom, and repelled the frequent at- . 
tempts of his enemies. 

R . A* 
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As for queen Ellzabethy (he had always the trade of 
her kingdom very much at heart, and we may obferve 
the effcdls of it through the whole courfe of her reign, 
in the love and obedience of her people, as well as in 
the defeats ax^ difiqjpointments of her enemies. 

It is with great pleafure that we fee our prefeht fove- 
reign applying his thoughts fo fuccefsfully to the ad- 
vancement of our trafEck/and confidering himlelf as 
the king of a trading ifland. His majefty has already 
garned very confiderable advantages for his.pcople, and 
is ftill employed in concerting fchemes and formhig 
treaties, for retrieving and enlarging our privileges, in 
the world of commerce, 

, I fhall only m this- paper take notice of the treaty 
concluded at Madrid on the 14th of December laft, 
X 7 1 5 ; and by comparing it with that concluded at 
Uireckt on the 9th oiDeceviher^ 1713^ fiicw feveral par- 
ticulars in which the treaty made with his prefent majefty 
is more advantageous to Great Britain^ than that which 
was made ih tlie laft reign ; after this general obferva- 
tion, that it is equally furprizing how fo bad a treaty 
came |o be made at the end of a glorious and fuccefsful 
war ; and how fo good an one has been obtained in die 
beginning of a reign diftiurbed by fiich inteftine commo- 
tions. But we may learn from hence, that the wifdom 
of a fovereign, and the integrity of his minifters, arc 
more neccITary for bringing about works of fuch con- 
(equence for the; pujblick good, than any. jundure of 
time, or any other the moft favourable circumftance. 

We muft here premife, tliat by the treaty concluded 
at Madrid in 1667, the duties of importation payable 
upon the manufaftures and produdls of Great Britain ^ 
amounted upon the eftablifhed valuation in the Spani'h 
Book of Rates (after the dedudion of the Gratia*s) in 
Andaltifxu ro 1 1 1-3 per Cent, in Valentia to ^per Cent, 
and in Catalonia to about 7 per Ceiit, or Icfs ; and coa- 
fequently upbn the whole aforefald trade, thofe dUtiet 
could not exceed^ o /»£*;• Cent, in a medium. 

After this (hort account of the Hate of ovr trade with 
Spain, hdott the treaty o^ Utrecht undc): the bte queen, 
We muft obferve, tliat by the explanatory articles of this 
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laft mentioned treaty, the duties of importation upon 
the products and manufa4hires of Great Britain were 
augmented in Andalujia to ^ 7 1-5 per Cent . at a medium. 
But hy the late treaty made with his p^:efent majefty 
at Madrid^ the faid duties are again reduced accbrdinpr 
to the aforefaid treaty of 1667 : And the dcdu^ion of 
the Gratia's is eftablifhed as an inviolable law, whereas, 
before, the Gratia's of the farmers particularly were al- 
together precarious, and depended entirely upon courtefy . 
• That the common reader may underhand the nature 
of thefe Gratia's, he muft know that when the kinf; of 
5/^/Vi. had laid higher duties upon our Englifh goods^ 
than what the merchants were able or willing to comply 
^vith, heufcd to abate a certain p^rt; which indulgence,- 
or abatement, went under tlie name of a Gratia. ]^ut 
wh^n he had farmed ont thefe his cuftoms to fevcral of 
his fubje<as, the farmers, in order to draw more «cr* 
chondife to their refpcftive ports, and thereby to m-^ 
creafe their own particular profits, ufed to Jtiake new 
abatements, or Gratia*s, to the Britijh merchants, -en- 
deavouring fometiraes to outvy one another in fuch in- 
dulgencics, and by that means to get a greater propor- 
tion of cuftom into their own h>inds. 

But to proceed : The duties on exportation itoy be 
computed to be railed by Ac Utrecht treaty, near a» 
much as the forelaid duties of importation : Whercasy 
by the treaty made with his prelent majefty, they are* 
reduced to their ancient ftandard. 

Complaint having been made, that the Spaniards af- 
ter the fnfpcnfion of arms had taken fevcral Ner:j^Eng^ 
land and other Britijh fliips gathering fait at the ifland 
Q^TertHga^ a very full and juft report concerning that 
affair was laid before her late majefty, of which I (hail 
give the reader the following extraft : 

< Your roajcfty's (iibje<5ls have, from the firft fettle- 

* raent of the continent of America y had a free accef* 

* to this ifland ; and have without interruptions, unleft 
** in time of .war, ufed to take what fait they pleafid 

' there : And we have proofs of that ufage for al>ovc 
< fifty Years, as appears by certificates of perlbns who 

* have been employed m that trade. 
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' It doth not appear, upon the ftri<5^eft enquiry, that 

* the Spaniards inhabited or ever fettled on the fai J 

* ifland ; nor is it probable they ever did, it being all 

* either barren rock, or dry fand, and havhig no frefh 

* water_or provilions in it. 

* We take leave to'lay before your majefty, the con- 

* fequence of your majdly's iubjedts being prohibited 

< to fetch Salt at Tertuga; whidi will in part appear 
^ from the number of (hqis ufing duit trade, being, as 
^ we are informed, <»i&year ^xift another, about joo 

* iail.» 

< The fait carried from thence to Ne^-^England is 

* n(ed chiefly for curing of fifh, which is either Cody 

* Scah'fijhy or Mackret .• The former of which is the 
' principal branch of the returns mad^ from the conti- 

< nent of Great Briiain by way of Spain y Portugal and 
^ the StraitSy for the woollen and other goods, fent 

* from this kingdom thither. Befides which, the Scale* 
« fijh and Mackrel are of fu<3i confeqnencc, that the 

* Sugar Iflands cannot fubfifl without them, tlieir Ne- 

* groes being chiefiy fupported by this fifli : So that if 
f tficy were not fupplied therewith from Ne^-Englandy 

* (which they cannot be, if your majefty's fubjeds are 

* prohibited from getdng (alt at Terfugd) they would 
^ not be able to carry on their (agar works. This hath 

< been confirmed to us by feveral conCderable planters 

* concerned iathofc parts. 

* Upon the whole, your majefty's fUhjecars having 

* enjoyed an uninterrupted ufage of gatliering (ajt at 
^ Tertuga ever fince the firft fettjement of the continent 
' as^aforefaid, we humbly fubmit to your majefty the 

< coniequence of preferving that ufage and right upon 
^ which the trade of your majefty's plantations fo much 

< depends.* 

Kotwithftanding it appears from what is above-writ- 
ten, that our Sugar Iflands were like to fiiffer confide- 
ratly for want of fifh from Nexv- Kn^land^ no care was 
taVen to have this matter remedied by the explanatory 
articles, which were pofterior to the above-mentionea 
teport. * ^ 

However ia die riiird article of the treaty made with 
i:- . • his 
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his prcfent majeftjr, this bufinefs is fiilly fettled to our 
advantage. 

The i^W///& merchants having had (everal hardihips 
put upon them at B/Iifoa, which occaConcd the decay 
of our' trade at that place, the faid merchants did make 
and execute in the year 1700, a treaty of privileges 
v/ith the magiftrates and inhabitants of St. Ander^ very 
much to the advantage of this kingdom, in order to their 
removing and fettling there : The efTeft of which U'as 
prevented by the death of king Charles the fecond of 
Spaitiy and the war which foon after cnfued. This mat- 
ter, it feems, was flighted or negledled by the managers . 
of the Utrecht treaty ; For, by the 1 4th article of that 
tr^ty, there is only a liberty given to the 'Rxi^fhfuhje^t 
to fettle andd'wellat St. Ander, itponthe terms of the t^th 
and ^Qth articles of the treaty of i(,6'j ^ which are ge- 
neral. But no regard was had to the forementtoned 
treaty of privileges in 1700 ; whereas by the fecond 
article of the treaty now made with hisr jjrefent majefty^ 
the forementioned treaty of privileges with St, Artier 
is conGrmed and ratified. . 

Another con&derable advantage is, that the Trench^ 
by the treaty made with his prefent majcfty, are to pay 
the fame duties at the Dry-FortSy through which they 
pafs by land-carriage, as we pay upon importation or 
exportation by fea ; which was not provided for by the 
Utrecht ttcaty. 

By the Schedula's annexed to the treaty of 1667, tl^e 
valuable privilege of having judce-confervators (ap- 
pointed to make a more fpccdy andlefscxpenfivc deter- 
mination of all controverfics arifing in trade) was fully 
eftablifhed. But by the 15th article of Utrecht that 
privilege was in efied given up. For it is therein only 
iUpiUated, That in cafe any other nation have that prt^ 
milege^ ive Jhall in like manner enjoy it. But by die 
jth article of the treaty now made with his prefent liia* 
jefty it is (lipulated^ that ^ve Jhall enjcy all the right s^ 
privileges yfranchifety exempt ions y and immumites ^vhat* 
foevery ivhich onv enjoyed hy virtue of the royal Schedula*i 
or ordinances by tht treaty of 1677". So that hereby the 
Drivilegeof jadge-confervators is again confirmed to vs. 
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Ai nothing but the repntation of his majefty In fo- 
reign coantries, smd of his txed porpofes to purfue the 
rnl good of his kingdoms, could bring about treaties 
of this natiTTC : So it is irapofTible to reflect with patience 
on the folly and ingratitude of tho^e men, who labour 
to diilurb him in the midll of thefc his royal cares, and 
to mifreprcfent his generous endeavours for the good 
.of his people. 
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fartunato/ mercatores / — -i-— - Hoji • 

SEVEPvAL authors have written on the advantage 
of trade in general ; which is indeed fb copious 
.1 fubjecf, that as it is impoflible to exhaiift it in 
a 'I ort difcoune, fb it is very difficult to obicfV€ any 
thing new upon it.' I fhall, 'therefore, only confider 
triKie in this paper, as it is^bfolutely ncceflfary and ef- 
fcntial to tlie fafety, ftrength and proiperity of our own 
iiation. 

. ' In the Hrd pkce, as weareanifland accommodated 
on all (ides with convenient ports, and encompallcd with 
uivigabk feas, we (hould be incxtitfable, if we did not 
make thefe blefTings of providence and advantages of 
nature turn to their proper account. The moft cele- 
bra ed merchants in the world, and thofe who make the 
greateft figure in antiquity, were fituated in the little 
iiland of 'yrcy which, by the prodigious increale of its 
wealth and ftrength at fea, did very much influence the 
mod confidcrable kingdoms and empires on the, neigh- 
bouring contijvent, and gave birth to the Carthaghiiansy 
who afterwards exceeded all other nations in naval 
power. The old Tyre was indeed ieated on the conti- 
nent, from whence the inhabitants^ after having Ween 
beficged by the ^frreat king of Affyria for the: ff ace of 
thirteen years, withdrew themfclves and their effects into 

the 
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the iiland dfTjtre, where by the benefit o^ fiidi a fitua* 
lion, a trading peoj>le were enabled to hold out for many 
nges againft the attempts of tlieir enemies^ aad became 
the merchants of the \yorld. 

Farther ; as an ifhmd, we are accefltble on every fide, 
and exppfed to perpetual invafions ; againfl which it is 
impoffible to fortify ourfHves fufficientiy, without fuch 
a power at lea, as is not to be kept up, but by a people 
who flourifh in commence. To which we muft add, that 
our inland towns being deftittJte of fortifications, it is oolr 
indifpenfable concern to peferve this our naval ftrcngth^ 
which is ^ a general bulwark to the Brilijh nation. 

Befides ; as an iiland, it has not been thought agree- 
nble to the true Britijh policy to make acquifitions upon 
the continent. In lieu, therefore, of fuch an increaife 
of dominion, it is our bufineft to extend to the utmoft 
our trade and navigation.' By this means we reap the 
advantages of conqueft, without violence or injuftice \ 
we not only ftrengthen onrfclves, but gain the wealth 
of our neighbours in an hdneft way; and, without any 
a<ft of hoffility, lay the feveral nations of the world 
under a kind of contribution. 

S^cotidfyy Trade is fitted' to the nature of our country, 
as it abounds with a great profufion of commodities of 
its own growth very cotivenient for other countries^ 
and is naturally deftitute of many things fuited -to the 
exigences, ornaments, and pleafures of life, which may 
be fetched from foreign parts. But, that which is more 
particularly to be remarked, our Britijh produ^s are of 
fuch kinds and quantities, as can turn the balance df 
trade to our advantage, and enable us to fell more to 
foreigners, than we have pccafion to buy from them. 

To this we muft add, that by extending a well-regu- 
lated trade, we are as great gainers by the commoditi^ 
of many other countries, as by tho'e* of our own nati- 
on ; and by .fupplying forei^ markets wkh the growth 
and manufactures of the moft diftant regions, we regsive 
the fame" profit from tliem, as if they were the produce 
of ovr own ifland. 

Thirdly^ We arc not a little obliged to trade, as it 
has been a great means of civilizing- our fiation> ant! 

baiiifh' 
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banifhing out of it all the remains of its ancient barba- 
rity.. There are many bitter faylngs againft iflanders in 
general, representing them as fierce, treacherons, and 
inhofpiiabie, Thofe who live on the continent have 
fuch opportunities of a frequent intercourfe with men of 
different religions and languages, and who live under 
different laws and governments, that they become more 
kind, benevolent, and open-hearted to their fellow-crea- 
tures, than thofe who are the inhabitants of an ifland, 
that hath not fuch converfations with the reft of die 
jpecies. ^ Caefar^s obferyation upon our fore- fathers is 
very much to our prefent purpofe ; who remarks. That 
thofe of them, that lived upon the coaft, or in fea-port 
towns, were much more civilized, than thofe w^io had 
their dwellings in the inland country, by reafon of fre- 
quent communications with their neighbours ou the 
continent. 

In tlie lad place, trade is abfolutely neceflary for us, 
as our country is very populous* It employs multitudes 
of hands both by fea and knd, and furniihes the poorefl 
of our fellow-fubjedts ^vith the opportunities of gaining 
an honeft livelihood. The fldlful or induftrious find 
their account in it : And many, who have no fixed 
property in the (oil of our country,, can make them- 
lelves mafters of as conliderable eftates, as thofe who 
have the greateft portions of the lai^d defcending to them 
by inheritance. 

If what has been often charged Upon us by our heigh- 

bours has any trut^i in it, That we are prone to fedi- 

tion, and delight in change, there is no cure more pro- 

>er for this evil than trade, which thus (applies bu(inefs , 

o the adtive, arid wealth to the indigent. When men 

re eafy in their circumftances, they are' naturally ene- 

lies to innovations : And indeed we (ce in the cour(e 

f onr Sngliflj hiftorirs, many of our popiJar coramo- 

ons have taken their tift from the decay of (brae branch 

"commerce, which cre«ted di fcor. tents among perfons 

mcemed in the manufaflrret of the kingdom. When 

rn arc 'bured with poverty, and unemployed, they 

fily give into any profped of cliangc, which may bet- 

' d&eif cQnditloOy «id cannot make it much worfe. 

SUfCC 
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• Since therefore it is manifeff, that tlie promotijig of 
our trade and canimerce is neceflkry and eAenttal to ovtt 
fecurity and ftrength, our peace and ptofperity, it is our 
partlcukr happinefe to fee a x|ionarch on the throne, 
who is £enfible of the true intereft of his kingdoms, and 
applies himielf with £o much fuccefs to the advancement 
of our national oommerte. 

The reader may (be, in my laft paper, the advan-- 
tages which his raajefty has gained for us in our Spanijh 
trade. In this, I (hall give a fliort account of thoft 
procured for us from die Aujifian Low-countries, by 
virtue of the 26th article of the Barrier Treaty, made at 
Antroierp the 1 5th oi November laft. 

This branch of our trade was reflated by a Tariffj 
or declaration of the duties of import and export in th^ 
year 1 670, which was fnperfeded by another made iii 
1680, diat continued till this laft Tariff itXXXtA in 17 15 
.with his prefent majefty. As for the two former, thofe 
who are at tiie pains of p^ufing them will find the Tariff 
of 1670 laid higher duties on (everal confiderable 
branches of our trade, than that of 1680, but in man^ 
particulars was mope favourable to us than .the latter, 
Kow, by the prefent Tariff oi 17 ij, thefe duties arc 
fixed and regulated for the future 1>y thole which were 
moA fevourable in either of *e former Tariffs : Ani 
all our produ<&s and manufediires (one only excepted, 
^vhich I (hall name by and by) fettled upon rather an 
cafler foot than ever,' 

Our woollen cloths, being the moft projfitable branch 
of our trade into thele countries, have by this means 
gained a very confiderable.. advantage. For the Tariff 
of 1680 havmg laid higher duties upon the Bner forts, 
ai^ lower d«rti«s on OKlkiary doth, -thui mh vit we r e 
fetded in the Tariff of 1 670, his majefty has, by the 
prefent^ treaty, reduced the dut'es on the finer forts to 
the Tariff oi 1670, and confirmed the duties on^ ordi- 
nary cloth according to the Tariffed 1 68o,. Inropinch 
that this prefent Tariff o( 1 71 5, confidcred with relation ■ 
to this, valuable part of our tndc, reduces the drties 
at leaft one iixth part, fuppofing the exportation of ny 
forts to be ecjual. But as there is always a much grater 

eat- 
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fXportatioQ of the ordinary clotfa, than of die finer 
ibrts^ the redudion of thefe duties becomes ftill much 
more confiderabk. 

We muft iarther obferve, that there had been ieverai 
innovations made to tlie detriment o£ the E»g/ffl? mer- 
chants fince the Tariff oi 1680 ; all which innovations 
are now entirely fct afide npon. every fpcdes of goods, 
except butter, >vhich is here particularly mentioned , 
becaufe we cannot be too. minute and circumftantkl in 
accounts of this nature. This article however is mo- 
derated^ and is raced in proportion to what has been^ 
and is ftill to be, paid by the Butch. 

As our commerce with the Nethcrfands is thus fettled 
to the advantage of our Britijh merchants, fo is it much 
to tlieir (atisfadlion : And if his majefty, in the feveral 
fuccceding. parts of his reign (which we hope may be 
many years prolonged) fhould advance our commerce 
Sn the fame proportion as he has already done, we may 
expeft to fee it in a more flouriihlng condition^, than 
under any of iiis royal anceftors. He feems to place his 
greatnefs in the riches and prolperity of his people ; and 
what may we not hope from him in a time of quiet and 
tranquillity ? finc^, dviring the late diftra^ons, he has 
|done ib much for the advantage of our trade, when we 
could not reafbnably expe^ he ihould have been able 
to do any thing. ^ 



N^43. ' ' • i^r/%, May 18. 

Hoc r.nie derivata eludes 

In patriam populumqut Jiuxit* Ho R . 

ONE would wonder how any perfon endowed 
with the ordinary principles of prudence and 
humanity, (houlJ defire to be king of a coun- 
try, in which the eftabliihed religion is dire<5lly oppo- 

Ctc 
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fite to that which* he . himfelf profefles. Were it poP* 
fible for fuch a one to accomplifli his defigns, his own 
(eafon muft teil hiin> there could not be a more uneafy 
prince^ nor a more uiAappy people. But how it can 
enter into the wifties oi any private perfons to be the 
iRibjedh of* a nian, whofe faith obliges hrni to'nfe the ' 
moft ef&iShial niean$ for extirpating their religion, is 
altogether incomprehenfible, but «pon the fuppofition 
tliat whatever principles they feem to adhere to, theii- 
intereft, ambition, or revenge, is much more adlivc 
and predominant in their minds, than the love of their 
country, or of its national worfliip. 

I have never heard of any one particular benefit which 
either the Pretender himfelf, or the favourers of hit 
caufe, could promife to the Brittjh nation from the 
fucce(s o^f his pretenfions ; though the evils which would 
^ arifc from it, are numberlefs and evident. Thefe men 
content themfelves with one general afTertion which of- - 
ten appears in their VrTitings, and in their difeourfe, 
Tliat the kingdom will never be quiet till he is upon 
the throne. If by this polition is meant, that thofe will 
never be quiet who would endeavour to place him there, 
it-may polTibly have fome truth in it 5 though we hope 
even thefe will be reduced to thdr obedience by the 
care of their fafety, if not by the fcnfe of their duty. 
But on the other fide, how ineffcdtual would this (Irange 
expedient be, for eftablifhingthe pubiick quiet and tran- 
quillity, fhould it ever take place ! for, by way of ar- 
gument, we may fuppofe impoflibilities. Would that 
party of men which comprehends the moft wealthy, 
and the moft valiant, of the kingdom, and-which, were 
the caufe put to a trial, would undoubtedly appear the 
moft numerous, (for I am far from thinking all thofe 
who are diftinguifhed by the name of Tories y to t>e fa^ 
vourers of the Pretender) can we, I fay, foppofe thefe 
men would live quiet under a reign which they hive 
hitherto bppofed, and from which they apprehend fiich 
a.manifeft deftru^ion to their country ? Can we fup» 
pofe our prefent royal family, who are fb powerful in 
fo'-Htrn dominions, fo ftrorrg in their relations and al- 
liwces, and & unlycrfally fupported by the Proteftant 

intc* 
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intered oiEurdpep would cond&ue <}uiet^ and not msissi 
vigorous ^nd repeated attempts for the recoytry of their" 
right, {hould it ever be wrefted out of thdr hands ? Caa: 
we imagine that our Brstijh clergy would be quiet •ah- 
der a prince, who is zealous for bis teligidn^ andot>- 
li^d by it to iiibvert thofe do^ines, whidi it is their 
dnty to defend and propagate ? Nay would any of tbofe 
nien therafelves, who are the cihanij^ions of this defpe* 
rate caufe, nnlefs fiich of them as are profcfled Roman- 
Catholicks, or difpofed to be fo, live quiet under a go- 
vernment which at thej heft would make u£e of all in- 
dired methods in favotur of a religion, that is incon-- 
Cftent with otir laws and liberties, andwotdd impofe 
ojr us fuch a yok<:, as neither we nor our fathers were 
able to bear ? AH the quiet that could be exj)ei5ted from 
fuch a reign., muft be* the refult of abfolute power on 
t^ one iiand, a'hd a defpicable (lavery on "the other : 
And 1 believe every reafonabie maa will be of the Ro^^ 
Piun billorian*s opinion, that a difturbed liberty is bet- 
ter than a quiet fervitude. ■ ^ 

There is not indeed a greater abfurdity than to iraa- 
g;ine the quiet of a nation vcan arife from an eftablifli- 
raenti in which the king would be of one comnturiion, 
and the people of another ; efpecially when the religion 
of the (bvereign carries in it tiie utmoft malignity to 
that of tlte fubjeft. If any of «our Englijh monarchs 
might have hoped to reign quietly under fuch circiun- 
fbinccs, it wduld have been king Charles II, who was 
received with all the joy ' and good-will that are natu- 
ral to a people,- newly rclcued from a tyranny which . 
had long opprefled them in feveral fhapes. But this 
monarch was too wife to own hinifelf a Rorfian'Ox^O" 
lick, even in that juncture of tirte ; or to imagine it 
pradlicable for an avowed Popifh prince? to govern a 
Proteftant people. His brother tried the experiment, 
and every one knows the fuccefs of it. 

As fpeculation^ are heft fupported by fafts, I fhall 
add to.thefe doiiieftick examples one or two parallel in- 
Aances out of the Snijedi/h hiflory, \vhich may be fuf- 
ficient to (hew us that a frheme of government is ira- 
nra<aicable, in which the head does not agree' with the 

body, 
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bodjr, in that pointy which 13 the greatcfl: concern to 
realonable creatures. Snvec/en if the only Proteftant 
kingdom in Enrope^ beCdes this oi Great Brltainy which 
has had the misfortune to fee Pof»l(h princes upon tX^tt 
throne ; and we find that they behaved themfeives as 
we did^ and a$ it is natural for men to do, iipon die 
faine occafion. Their king S/j'^wW having, contrary 
to the inclinations of his people, endeavoured by icve- 
ral clandeftine methods, to promote the ^offlf/r/y-Cathd- 
lick religion among his fubjeds, and (hewn feveral, 
marks of favour to tfieir priefts and Jefuits, was, after a 
very (hort reign, depofcd by the ftates of that kingdom, 
being reprefented as one who could neither be held by 
oaths nor promifes, and over-ruled by the influence of 
his religion, which difpenfes with the violation of the 
moft facred engagements that are oppofitc to its intc- 
refts. The ftates, to (hew farther their apprchenfions of 
Popery, and how incompatible diey thought the prin- 
ciples of the church oi Rome in a fovereign were with 
Ihoie of the reformed religion in his fubjedls, agreed 
that his fon fliould fucceed to the throne, provided he 
were brought up a Proteftant. This the fatlier feem- 
ingiy complied with : but aftcrw&rds refufing to give 
him fuch an education, the fon was likcwife fet afide, 
and for ever excluded from that fucceflion. The fa- 
mous queen Chrijlina^ daughter to the great Gnjiavusy 
was fo fenfible of thofe troubles which would accrue 
both to hcrfelf and her people, ftiould fhe avow the 
/?c?z«^»-Catholick reUgion while fhe was upon the throne 
of S*weden ; that (he did not make an open profeflion 
of that faith, 'till (he had r^figned her crown, and'Vas 
aftoalhr upon her journey to Rome. 

In mort, if there be any political maxim, which may 
be depended upon as fure and infallible, this is one ; 
that it is impoflible for a nation to be happy, where a 
people of the reformed religion are governe'd by a king 
that is a Papift. Were he indeed only a nominal Ro* 
j;w«-"Catholick, there might be a pofllbility of peace and 
quiet under fuch a reign; but if he is fincere in the 
principles of his church, he muft treat heretical fub- 
jei^ as that church directs him^ and knows very a\ ell, 
S that 
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tiiat he ceafes to be religious^ when he ceafes to be a 
perfccutor. 



N^ 44. * Monday^ May 21. 
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MuUaque praeterea variarum monftraferarum 
Centauri inforibusjiabulaht Scyllaeque Ufarmeiy 
Et centum^g^minus Bnareus^ ac bellua Lernae 
Horrendunlftr'idensy flannnifque armata ChifHaera^ 
Gorgonesy Harpyacque^ et forma tricorf oris umbrae* 
Corripit hicfahita trep'tdus formidine ferrufft 
Mneasy ftri^lam^ue aciem venlentibus fffert. 
Ety ni doda eomes tenttesjine cor pore vitas 
jidmoneat vol it are cavafub vnagine formaey 
Irruaty et frujlra ferro diverberet umbras^ VirG. 

AS I waslafl: Friday taking a walk in the park, I 
faw a country gentleman at the fide of Rofa- 
mond'it pond,* pulling a handful of oats out of 
his pocket, and with a great deal of pleafure, gather- 
ing the ducks about him. Upon my coming up to him, 
who fliould it be but my friend the fox-hunter, whom 
I gave forae account of in my 2 2d paper ? I immcdi- 
•ately joined him, and partook of his diverfion, till he 
had not an oat left in his pocket. We then made the 
tour of the park together, when after having entertain- 
ed me with the defcription of a decoy-pond that lay 
near his feat in the country, and of a meeting-houie 
that was going to be re-built in a neighbouring market- 
town, he gave me an account of fome very o^d acJven- 
tures which he had met with that morning ; and which 
I fhall lay together in a fhort and faithful hiftory, as well 
a:s memory will give me leave. 

My friend, who has a natural averfion to Londvi,, . 
would never hai^e come up, had not he been fubpoena'd 
to it, as he to^ me,, in order to give his teftimony for 
one of the rebels, whom he knew to be a very diir fports- 

mau. 
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nan. Having travelled all night, to avoid theincon- 
vaiiencies of duft end heat, he arrived with his guide, 
a little after break of day, at Channg-Crofs \ where, to 
his great furprize, he faw a running footman carried in 
a chair, followed by a water-man in the fame kind of 
vehicle. 'He was wondering at the extravagancies. of 
their mafters, that furnifhed them with fuch dreffes and 
accommodations, when on a fudden he beheld a chim- 
ney-fweeper, convey'd afteip the fame maimer, with 
three footmen running before him. During his pro- 
grefs through the Strand^ he met with feveral other 
figures no lefs wonderful and flirprizing. Seeing a great 
many in rich morning-gowns, he was amazed to find, 
that perfons of quality were up fo early : And was no 
lefs afldnifhed to fee many lawyers in their bar-gowns^ 
when he knew by his almanack the term was ended. 
As he was extremely puzzled and confounded in him- 
(elf what all this fhould mean, a hackney-coach chanc- 
ing to pafs by him, four Batts popp'd out their heftdi 
all at once, which very much frighted both him and 
his horfe. My friend, who always takes caorc to cure 
his horfe of fuch ftarting fits, fpurred him up to the 
very fide of the coach, to then%»finail diverfonofthe 
Batts ; who, feeing, him witli his long whip, horfe-hair 
perriwig, jockey, belt, and coat without fleeves, fancied 
hifll to be one of the mafqueradcrs on horfcback, and 
received him with a loud peal of laughtef% His mind 
being full of idle (lories, which are fpread up and down 
the nation by the difafFe^ed, he immediately concluded 
that all the perfons he faw in thefe ftrange habits were 
foreigners, and. conceived a great indignation againft 
them^ for pretending to laugh at an Englljh country- 
gentleman. But he foon recovered out of his error^ 
by hearing the voices^ of feveral of them, and particu- 
larly of a Ihepherdefs quarrelling with fa^r coachman, and 
threatning to break his bones in very intelligible ^^figlijhf 
though with a mafculine tone. His aflonifliment ftill in- 
creafed «pon him, to fee a continued proceflion of Har- 
lequins, Scaramouches, Punchinello's, and a thouiand 
other merry dreffes, by which people of quality dilHn- 
guifh their wit from that of the vulgar. 

S a Being 
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Being now advanced as far as SofMer/et-ffouJ?, and 
ob erving it to be the great hive whence this f\eann of 
chimerics iflued forth from time to time, my friend took 
his ftation among a clufter of mob, who were making 
themfelves merry with their betters. The firft that 
came ont, v/as a very venerable matron, with a noife 
and chin, that were within a very little of touching one 
another. My friend, at the firft view fancying her to 
be an old woman of quality, out of his good breeding 
pnt of his hat to her, when the perfon pulling off her 
jnafque, to his great furprizc, appeared a imock-fac'd 
young fellow. His attention was fbon taken off from 
lliis obje<5t, and turned to another that had very hollow 
eyes and a wrinkled face, which flourifhcd in all the 
bloom of fifteen. The whitenefs of thq lily was blen- 
ded in it with the blufh of the rofe. He miftook it for 
a whimfical kind of maftjue ; but upon a nearer view 
he found tliat fhe held her vizard in her hand, and 
ttiat what he (aw was only her natural countenance^i 
. tbuched Tip with the uftral improvements of an aged co-t 
jquctte, 

'The next who fhewed herfelf was a female Quaker^ 
fo very pretty, that he-could not forbear licking his 
lips, and faying to the mob about him, 'Tis ten fhow- 
fand pities Jhe is not aChurch'^voman, The Quaker wa* 
followed by half a dozen nuns, who filed off one after 
another up M^tihaHtte-Jireet^ to their refpeftive convents 
in Drury'Lane, 

The 'iquire obferving the precifenefs of their drels^ 
began now to imagine after aB, that this was a neft of 
fectarics ; for he had often heard that the town was 
fall of them. He was confirmed in this opinion^ upon 
feeing a conjurer, whom he guefled to be the holder- 
forth. However, to fatisfy himfelf, he afked a porter, 
who Rood next him, what religion thefe people were 
of ? The porter rcply'd. They are of no religion ; *tis a 
fftafquerade. Upon that, fays my friend, I began to 
fmoke that they were a parcel of mummers ; and befng 
himfelf one of the quorum in his own county, could 
not but wonder that none of the Middle/ex juftic^s took 
t:are to lay fome of them by the hed%y He was the 
^ ^ more 
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more' provoked in thefpirit ofmagiftracy, upon dlfco* 
vering tw© very unfeemly objeds: The firft was a 
judge, who rapp'd out a great oath at his footman ; and 
the other a big-belly'd woman, who upon taking a leap 
into the coach, mifcarry'd of a culhion. What ftili 
gave him greater offence was a drunken bifliop, who 
reeled from one fide of the court to the othfcr, and was 
very fweet upon an Indtan queen* But his worftiip, 
in themidft of his aufterity, was mollify 'd at the fight 
of a very lovely milk-maid, whom he began to regard 
with an eye of mercy, and conceived a particular affe- 
ftion for her, 'till he found, to. his great amazement, 
that the ftanders-by fufjpefled her to be a dutchefs. 

I muft not conclude this narrative without mention- 
ing one difafter which happened to my friend on this 
occaCon. Having for his better convenience difmoun* 
ted, and mixed among the croud, he found upon his 
arrival at the inn, that he had loft his purfc and alma- 
nack. And though 'tis no wonder fuch a trick fhould 
be played him by fome of the curious fpeftators, he 
cannot beat it out of his head, but that it was a cardi- 
nal who picked his pocket, and that this cardinal was 
a. Presbyterian in difguife. 



N^ 45- Friday y May 25. 

Nimtum rifus pretlum efl ft probitatis impendlo coti" 
Jiat. QuiNTiL. 

I HAVE lately read, witli mpch pleafure, the eA 
fays upon feveral fubjei^s publifhcd by Sir Richard 
Blackmore ; and though I agree with him in many 
of his excellent obfervations, I cannot but take that 
reaibnable freedom, which he himfdf makes ufe of> 
with regard to other writers, to diflcntfor him in fome 
few particulars* In his reflections upon works of wit 
and humour^ he obfcrves how unequal they afc to com* 
S J bat 
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bat vice and folly ; and feems to think, that the flnefl: 
raillery and fatire, though dire<a:ed by thefc generous 
views, never reclaimed one vicious man, or made one 
fool depart from his folly. 

This is a pofition very hard to be contradifted, i>c- 
caufe no author knows the number or names of his oon- 
verts. As for the Tatlers and Spe Gators in particu- 
lar, which arc obliged to this ingenious and ufefid au- 
thor for the charafter he has given of them, they were 
(b generally diiperfed in fingle flieets, and have fince 
been printed in fo great numbers, that it is to be hop- 
ed they have made fome profelytes to the intereft, if 
not to the practice of wifdom and virtue, among fuch 
a multitude of readers. 

I need not remind this learned gentleman, that &?- 
crates^ who was the greateft propagator of morality in. 
the Heathen world, and a martyr tor the^ unity of the 
Go;lhead, was fo famous for the exercife of this talent 
among the politeft people of antiquity, tliat he gained 
the name oP (o fcp<y^) ths Drole, 

There are very good effeds which vifibly arofe from 
the above-mentioned performances', and others of the 
like nature ; as, in the firfl place, they diverted rail- 
lery from proper obje(5ls, and gave a new turn to ri- 
dicule, which for many 5''ears had been exerted on per- 
fons and things of a facred and ierious nature. They 
endeavoured to make mirtli infinitive, and if they fail- 
ed in this great end, they muft be allowed at Icaft t6» 
have m ide it innocent. If wit and humour began a- 
gain to reUpfe Into their former licentioufne(s, they can 
never hope for approbation from thofe who know that 
raillery is ufelefs when it has no moral under it^ and 
pernicious when it attacks anyxliing that is either un- 
blamcable or praife- worthy. To this we may add, what 
has been coraraonlv obfcrved, that it is not difficult to 
be merry on the fide of vice, as Tcrious objects are the 
shofl cap:^ble of ridici'le ; as the party, which natural- 
ly favour fnch a mirth, is the moft numerous ; and as 
tiiereare the moft ftandin^ jcfls and patterns for imi- 
tat'ton in this kind of writing. 

In the next place : Such produ^ions of wit and hu- 
mour^ 
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mour, as have a tendency to expofe vice and folly, fur- 
nifh ufeftd divcrfions to ail kinds of readers. The good 
or prudent man may, by thefe means, be diverted with- 
out prejudice to his difcretion, or morality. Raillery, 
under luch regulations, unbends the mind firom ieriouss 
ftudies and feverer contemplations, without throwing 
it off firom its proper bias. It carries on the fame de- 
fign that is promoted by authors of a graver turn, and 
, only does it in another manner. It alfo awakens re- 
fle<aion in thofe who are the moft indifferent in the caufc 
of virtue or knpwledge, by fetting before them the ab- 
fiirdity of fuch pra<5fices as are generally unobferved^ 
by reafbn of their being common or fafhionable: Kay, 
h fometimes catches the diffolute and abandoned before 
they are aware of it : who are often betrayed to laugh 
at thcmlelves, and upon reflexion • find, that they are 
merry at their own expence. I might farther take no- ' 
tice, that by entertainments of this kind, a man may 
be chcarful in folitude, and^not be forced to feek for 
company every time he has a.mind to be merry. 

The laft advantage I fhall mention from compoC- 
tions of this nature when thus reftrained, is, that they 
Ihew wildom and virtue are far from being inconfiftent 
with politenefs and good humour. They make mora- 
lity appear amiable to people of gay difpoCtions, and 
refine the common objedlion againft religion, which re- 
prefents it as only at for gloomy and melancholy tem- 
pers. It was the motto of a bifhop very eminent for^ 
his piety and good works in king Charles the fecond*8 
reign, Infer vi Deo et laetare^ Serve God and be chear* 
fuL Thofe therefore who fupply the world with fuch 
entertainments of mirth * as are inftru6live, or at leaft 
harmlefs, may be thought to defcrve well of mankind ; 
to which I (hall only add, that they retrieve the ho- 
nour of polite learning, and anfwer thofe (bur Enthu- 
fiafts who affedt to ftigmatize the fined and moft elegant 
authors, both ancient and modern (which they have 
never read) as dangerous to religion, and dcftruftive 
of all found and faving knowledge, 

bur nation are fuch lovers of mirth and humour, 
that it is impoiEble for detached papers, which come 
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out on dated days, either jo have a general run, or 
long continuance, if they are not diverfified, and en- 
livened from time to time, with &bje<5ts and thoughts, 
accommodated to this tafte, which fo prevails among 
oiir countrymen. Ko jperiodical author, who always 
maintains his gravity, and does not fometimes facrifice 
to the Graces, muft exped to keep in vogue for any 
confidetable time. Political fpeculations in particular^ 
however juft and important, are of lb dry and auftere 
a^nature, that they will not go down with the puWick 
without frequent (eafonings of this kind. The work may 
be well performed, but will never take, if it is not fct 
off with proper fcenes and decorations, A mere poK- 
tioian is but a dull companion, and, if he is always wife^ 
i^ in great danger of being tirefbme or ridiculous. 

Befides, papers of entertainment are ncce/Iary to in- 
creafe the number of readers, efpecially among thofe of 
•different no^ons and principles; who by this means 
may be betrayed to give you a fair hearing, and to 
know what you have to fay for yourfeif. I might like- 
wife obferve, that in all political writings there is fbme- 
thing that grates upon the mind of the moft candid rea- 
der, in opinions which are not conformable to his own 
way of thinking ; and that the harfhaefs of reafoning is 
not a little fohentd and fmoothed by the infufions of 
ipirth and plcafantry. • 

Political fpeculations do likewife fumi(h us with fc- 
vcral objects that may very innopently be ridiculed, and 
wliich are regarded as fuch by men of ftnfe in all par- 
ties ; of this^kind are the paiTions of our ftates-woraen^ 
hnd the reafonings of our fox-hunters. 

A writer who makes fame the chief end of his endea- 
vours, and would be more defirous of pleafing than of 
ijmproving his readers, might find an inexhauflible fund 
of mirth in politicks. Scandal and Satire are never- 
filing gratifications tOvthe publick. ' Detradion and 
Obloquy arc received with as much eagcrnefs as Wit 
and Humour. Should. a writer fingle out particular 
perfons, or point his raillery at any order of men, who 
by tlicir profeflion ought to be exempt from it ; fiiould 
he flandcr the innocent^ or fatirize the mifcrable ; or 

fliould 
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fhould he, even on the proper fubjcAs of derifion^ give 

I the full play to his mirth, without regard to decency 

and good manners ; he might he fure of pleaCng a great 

part of his readers, but muft Ire a very ill man, if by 

I fnch a proceeding he could pleafe himfelf, 

N^46. Monday^ May 28. 



- pja/e inomhiath 



Par cite verbis : 
Uic diesy vere viihifejius^ at rat 
Exifnet curas ; ego nee tumtiltum 
Nee fnori per vim metuam^ tenente 

Caefare terras. 



HoR. 



THE ufual falutation to a man upon. his birth* 
day among the ancient Romans was Multos et 
Foelices ; in which they wifhed him many hap- 
py returns of it. When Augufttis celebrated the fecu* 
lar year, which was kept but once in a Century, and 
received the congratulations of his people on that ac-* 
count, an eminent court*wit faluted him in the birth- 
day form (Multos et Foelices) which is irecorded as a 
beautiful turn of compliment, expre(Gng a deiire that 
he might enjoy a happy life of many hundreds of years. 
This falutation cannot be taxed with dattery, fince it 
was diret^ed to a prince, of whom it is faid by a great 
hiftorian. It had been happy for Rome, if he had never 
been born, or if he had never died. Had he never been 
bora, Rome would, in all probability, have recovered 
its former liberty ; Had he never died, it would hav6 
been more happy under his goyemment, than it could 
have been in the poifefllon of its ancient freedom. 

Il 
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. It is our good fortime that ouf ibvereiga, whofe ]ia« 
tlvlty is qclebmted on this day, gives us a profpe^^ 
■which the Romans wanted under the reign of their ^u» 
guJhiSf of his being (ucceeded by an heir, both to his 
virtues and his dominions.. In the mean time it hap- 
pens very Icckily, for the eRablifhment of a new race of 
kii^s upon the Britijh throne, that the ficft of this royal 
line has all thofe high qualifications which are neceflary 
to fix the crown upon his oWn* head, and to tranfinit 
it to his pofterity. We may indeed obferve, that every 
feries of kings.who have kept up^the fuccelfion in their 
refpciftive families, in fpite of all pretenfions and op- 
poiitions formed againft them, has be«i headed by 
princes famous for valour and wifdom. I need only 
mention the names oi Willi am the Conqueror y Henry II. 
Henry IV. Ednuard IV. and Henry VII. As for king . 
James I. the founder of the Stuart race, had he been 
as well turned for the camp, as the cabinet, and not 
confined all his views to the peace and tr^quiility of 
his ®wn reign, his' fon had not been involved in fuch 
fatal troubles and confufions. 

Were arl honcft Briton to wifti for a fovereign, who 
in 'the prefent fltuation of affairs would be moft capable 
of advancing our national Ijappinefs, what could he de- 
fire more than a prince mature in wifdom and experi- 
ence ; renowned for his valour and refolution ; fuc- 
. cefsful and fqrtunate in his undertakings ; zealous for 
tfie reformed religion ; related or allied to all the moft 
eonfiderable Proteftant powers of Europe ; and bkft 
with a numerous iflTue ! A failure in any one of thefo 
particulars has been the caufe of infinite calamities to 
the Britijh nation, but when they all thus happily con- 
cur in the fame perlon, they are as nrach as can be 
fuggefted, even by our wifhes, for making us a happy 
people, fo far as the qualifications of a monarch can 
contribute to it. 

1 (hall not attempt a chara^er of his prefent majefly, 
having already given an iiftperfcft fketch of it in my 
iecond paper; but (hall choofe rather to obferve that 
cruel treatment which this excellent prince has met with 
ftom the tongues and pens of fome of his difafFedled 

fubje^s. 
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lubje<Eb« The bafenefi, ingratitude, and injuftice of 
which pradice will appear to us, if we confidcr, 

Firft, that it reflects highly upon the good fenfe of 
the Britijh nation, who <lo not know how to (et a juft 
value upoa a prince, whofe virtues have gained him 
the univerfal efteem of foreign countries. Thofe pd- 
teiuates who, as fome may fuppofe, do not wifli well 
to his affairs, have (hewn the greateft re§5cft to his per- 
Ibnal character, and teffified their readinefs to enter 
into filch friendships and alliances as may be advanta- 
gepus to his pedple. The I^orthern kings folicite him 
with impatience to come among them, as the only per- 
ibn capable of fettling the feverd claims and preten- 
fions, which have produced fuch unfpeakable calami- 
ties in that part of the world: Two of the moft remote ' 
and formidable powers of Europe have entertained 
thougl||£ of fubmitting their difputes to his arbitration, 
^very one knows his ancient Aibje^s had fuch a long 
experience of his fovereign virtues, that at his depar- 
-ture from them his whole people were in tears ; which 
were anfwered with all rfiofe fentiments of .humanity, 
that arife in the heart of a good prince on fo moving 
an occafion"^ What a figure thei-cfore muft we make 
among mankind, if we are the only people of Europe 
who derogate from his merit, ' that may be made hap- 
py by it i and if in a kingdom which is grown glorious 
by the reputation of fiach a fovereign, there ai'e 
multitudes who would endeavour to lefjjen and un- 
dervalue it. 

In the next place; fuch a treatment from any part 
-of our fellow-mbjeds, i« by no means anfwcrable to 
what we receive from his feajefty. His love and re- 
gard for our conftitution is fo remarkable, that, as we 
are told by thofe whofe office it is to lay the bufinefs 
of the nation before him, it is his firft queftion, upon 
any matter of the leaft doubt or difficulty, whether it 
be in evef y point according to the laws of the land I 
He is eafy of accefs to thofe who defirc it, and is fo 
gracious in his behaviour and condefcenfion on fuch 
occafions, that nbne of his (iibjefls retire from his pre- 
fcnce without the greateft idea of his wiTdom and good- 

nefs* 
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<ier$. His continued application to fnch ptiblick afFaira 
«$ may conduce to the benefit of his kingdoms, diverts 
him from thofe pleafurcs aifd entertainmepts which may 
■be indulged by perfons in ^ lower ftation, and are pur- 
foed with eagemefs by princes who have not ti^ care 
of the publick fo much at heart. The leaft return, 
ivhich we can make to fuch a (bvereign, is that tribute 
ivhich is i»lway$ paid by honeft men, and is always ac- 
ceptable to great minds, the praife and approbation that 
are due to a virtuous and noble chaxadter. ^ Common 
decency forbids opprobrious language, «ven to a bad 
.prince^ and common juflice uill exa^ from, us, to- 
wards a good prince, die fame benevolence and huma- 
nity with which he treats his fubjeds. Thofe who are 
influenced by duty and gratitude, will rife much high- 
er in all the expreffions of afFedion and refped, and 
think they can never do too much to advance the glory 
of a fbvereign, who takes fb much pains to advance 
their happinefs. 

When we have a king, who has gained the repu* 
Xation of the moft unblemifhed probity and honour, 
and has been famed through the whole courfe of his 
life, f<jr an inviolable adherence to his promiies, wc 
may acquieice (after his many (blemn declarations) in 
all thofe meafiires which it is impofUble for us to judge 
rightly of, unlefs we were let into fuchfchemes of coun- 
cil and intelligence as produce them ; and therefore 
we fliould rather turn our thoughts upon the reafbn- 
ablenefsof his proceedings, than Irtrfy ourfelves to form 
objeftions againft them. The confidcration of his ma- 
jefty's chara<5^er fliould at all times fupprefs our cen-* 
fure of his condu(5l ; and fince we have ilcver yet (cen, 
or heard of any falfe fteps in his behaviour, we ought 
in juftice to think, that he governs hirafcif by his umal 
rules of wifdom and honour, till wedifcOver (bmediing 
to the contrary. 

Thcfe confiderations ought to reconcile to his ma- 
jcfty the hearts and tongues of all his people s But as 
for thofe who are tlie obftinate, irreclaimable, profef- 
icd enemies to our preient eftabliftimentj we rouft ex- 
pc^ their calumnies will not only continue, but rife a< 

. gainft 
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gaiaft him in proportion as he purfues fuch meafures as 
are likely to prove fuccefsfiir, and ojight toTecommcnd' 
bim to his people. 



N^47. Fridg^; June i. 



-c^JT^i furor ^ et rabida ora quierunt^ Virg# 



I (QUESTION not but moft of my readers will b<* 
very well plcafed to hear that my friend the fox- 
hunter, ot whofe arrival in town I gave hotice in 
Tny 44th paper, is become a convert to the prefent 
cftablifhment, and a good fubje<a to king GEORGE. 
The motives to his converfion fhall be the ijibjed of 
this paper, as they may be of ufe to other perfons wbp 
labour under thofe prejudii:es and prepofTeflions, which 
hung (o long upon the mind of my worthy frien^, 
Thefe I had an opportunity of learning the other day, - 
w^hen, at his requefl, we took a ramble together to fee 
the curiofities of this great town. 

The firft circumftance, as hi ingenuoufly confeflcd 
to me (while wc were in the coach together) which 
helped to difabufe him, was feeing king Charles I. 011 
horfeback, at Charlng-Crofs ; for he wasfure that prince 
could never have kept his feat there, had the ftories 
been true he had heard m Ae country, that forty aie 
was come about again. 

He owned to me that he looked with horror on the 
new church that is half built i^ the St randy as taking 
it at firft fight to be half demolifhed : BuX upon en- 
quiring of the workmen, was agreeably furprized 'to 
fand, that inftead of ftuUing it down, they were build- 
ing it up ; and that fifty more were raifiag in other 
parts of the town. 

To thefe I muft add a third circumftance, which I 

£nd had no fmall (hare in my friend's converfion. 

T Since 
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Since his coming to town^ he chanced to look into the 
church of St. Paul^ ahout the middle of fermon time, 
where having firft examined the dome, U> iee if it flood 
fafe, (for, the lord mayor,- aldermen, and city-fword 
iR^ere a part of the congregation. ' This fight had the 
' more weight with him, as by good luck not above two 
t)f that venerable body were fallen afleep. 

This difcQurfe held us ^U we came to the tower ; 
for our firft vifit was to the lions. My friend, who 
'liad a great deal of talk \vith their keeper, enquired 
very much after their health, and whether none of them 
had fallen fick upon the taking of Pert/fj and the flight 
of the Pretender P and hearing they were never bet- 
ter in their lives^i I found he was extremely ftartled : 
For he had learned from his cradle, that the lions in 
the tower were the beft judges of the title of our 
Britljlo kings, aftd always Sympathized with oiir fbve- 
Beigns. 

After having here fatiated our curiofity, we repaired 
to the Monu7)ient^ where my fellow-traveller, being 
a well-breathed man, mounted the afcent with much 
fpeed and a(5tivity, I was forced to halt fi> often in 
this perpendicular march, that, upon my joining him 
on the top of the pillar, I found he* had counted all 
the ftceples and towGiBS which were difcernible from 
this advantageous fitnation, and jwas endeavouring to 
compute the number of acres they ftood upon. AVe 
were both of us very -well pleafed with this part of the 
profpe^l ; but I found he caft an evil eye upon fcveral 
ware-houfes, and other buBdings, that looked like 
Tjarns, and feeraed capabfe-'of reccivmg great multi- 
tudes of people. His heart mifgave him that thefe 
were lb many meeting-houlcs, but, upon communicnt- 
ing his fiifpicions to mej^ I foon made him eaiy in this 
particular. 

We then turned our eyes upoathe river, which gave 
me ah occafion to infpire him with fonie favourable 
thoughts of trade and merchandize, that had filled the 
Tha:ucs with fuch crouds of flips, and covered tlie 
(fiiorc %\ith fuch fwarms of people. 

We defcendcd very leifurelv, mv fi:iend being care- 
ful 
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fill to count the fteps, which he rcgifter'd in a- blank > 
leaf of his new almanack. Up9n our coming to the 
bottom, obfcrving an EflglifJ? inifcription upon the ba- . 
lis, be read it over feverai times, and told rae he could 
fcarce believe his own eyes, for that he had often heard 
front an old attorney, who lived near him in the 
country, that it was the Presbyterians who burned 
down the city ; whereas, fays he, the pillar pofitively 
affirms in fomany words, that the huriiingof this an* 
cient city ivas begun and carried on by the treachery anck 
malice of the Popijl) fa{lio7iy in. order to the carrying 
on their horrid plot for extirpating the Protejlant reli- 
gion^ and old Englifh liberty ^ and introducing Popery 
and Slavery. This account, whieh he looked upon 
to be more authentick, than if it had been in print, I 
found, made a very great impreflion upon him. 

We now took coach again, and made the beft of 
our way for the Royal Exchange j though I found he 
did not fb much care to venture himfclf into the throng 
of that place ; for he told me he had heard they were 
generally Speaking, Republicans, and was afraid of 
havbig his pocket picked amongft them. But he foon 
conceived a better opinion of them, when he fpied the 
ftatueof king*6!^<7r/^/ II. (landing up in the middle 
of the croud, and moft of the kiifgs in Baker'' s chro* 
nicle ranged in order over their heads ; from whence 
he v^ry juIUy concluded, that an antimonarchical af- 
lembiy could nevct choofe fuch a f>lace to meet tn once 
a day. 

To continue this good di(pofition in my friend, 
after a (hort ftay at Stocks*markety we drove away di- 
re^ly for the Meufcy where he was not a little edified 
with the fight of >thofe fine fets of horfes which have 
been brought over from Hanover^ and with the care 
that is taken of them. He made many good remarks, 
upon this ocdafion, and was fb pleafed with his com- 
pany, -that I had much ado to get him out of die 
ftable. 

In our progrefs to St. Jame*%'Park (for thlt v/as 

the end of our journey) he took notice, with greaw 

iatisfadtion^ that contrary to his intelligence in the 

T 2 coiin* 
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country, the (hops w^re all open and ftill of bufinefs ; 
. that the foldicrs walked civilly in the ftreets ; that 
clergymen, inftead of being affronted, had generally 
the wall given them ; and that he had heard the bells 
Ting to prayers fix)m moniing to night, in fome part 
of the town or another. 

As he was full of thefe honeft. reflexions, it hap- 
pened very luckily for u^ that one. of the king's 
coaches pafled by with the diree youJig pr-incelles in it, 
whom bj an accidental flop we had an opporunity of 
furveying for fome time : My friend was ravifhcd with 
the beauty, innocence, and fweetnefs, that appeared 
in all their faces. He declared feveral times that they 
were tlie fineft clyldren he had ever feen in all his Mc ; 
and afTured nrt that, before this fight, if any one bad 
told him it had been poffible for three fuch pretty chil- 
dren to have been bom oat ofEnglandy he fhould never 
have beli^ed them. 

AVe were now walking together in the park, and as 
it is ufual for iten who ^e naturally warm and heady, 
to be tranfported with the greateft flulh Of good-nature 
when they are once fweetned ; he owned to me very 
frankly, he had been much impofed upon by>thofe falie 
accounts of things he had heard in the c6untry ; and 
that he would make if his bufinefs, upon his return thi- 
ther, to fet his neighbours right, and give them a more 
juft notion of the prefent ftate of affairs. 

What confirmed ray friend in this excellent tem- 
per of mind, and gave him ah inexpreffible fati^sfaXion 
was a mefiage he received as we were walking together, 
from the prifoner for whom* he had given his teftimo- 
ny in his late trial. This perfon having been con- 
demned for his part in the' late rebellion, fent him 
Word that his majefty had been gracioufly pleafed to 
reprieve him, with feveral of his friends, in order^ as 
it was thought^ to give them their lives ; and that he 
hoped before he went out of town they (hould have a 
chearful meeting, and drink health and profperity to 
king George, 

Monday f 
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7u t amen J Jihahes allquamfpem de repuhllca Jtve dejpe- 
ras ; ea para^ meaitarey cogita^ quae effe in eo che 
ac viro dehentj qui Jit rempuhlicam afflidam et op* 
prejfdm miferis temporibus acperditis vioribus in vete* 
rem dignitatem aclibertatemvindicaturus, Cicero, 

THE condition .of a minifter of (fate is only 
fiiited to perfons, who, out of a love to tteir 
king and country, defire rather to be useful 
to the publick, than eafy to themfelves. When a 
man is pofted in fuch a ftation, whatever his beha- 
viour may be, he is fure, befide the natural fatigue 
and trouble of it, to hicur the envy of fome, and 
the difpleafure of others ; as he will have many rivals^ 
whofe ambition he cannot fatisfy, and many depen- 
dents whofe wants he cannot provide for. Thefe are 
misfortunes infeparable from fuch publick employ- 
ments in all countries; but there are feveral others 
which hang upon this condition of life in our Eritijh 
government, more than any other fovereignity in Eil^ 
rope : As in the firft place, there is no other, n^tioiv 
which is (b equally divided into two oppoflte partieSj^ 
whom it is impo/Tible to {^eafe at the fame time. Our 
notions of the publick good, with relation both td^ 
ourfelves and foreigners, are of fo different a nature^ 
that thofe meafurcs which arc extolled by one half 
of the kingdom, are naturally decryed .by the other, 
Bciides, that in a BritiJJj adminiftration, many adts of 
government are abfolutely neceffary, in which one of 
the parties muft be favoured and obliged, in oppofitioa 
to their antagonifts. vSo that the moft perfe^ admi-* 
niftration, conducted by the mod coiifummatc wii^ 
dom and probity, muft unavoidably produce oppofi-f , 
T J tionj 
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tion, enmity^ and defamation, from multitudes "who 
arc mide happy by it. • * 

Fartlicr, it is pcculicirly obferved of our nation, 
that almoft every man in itis a politician, and hath a. 
fchemc of his own, which lie thinks preferable to that 
of any other perfon. Whether this may proceed firom 
tHat ipirit 01 liberty which reigns anjong us, or from 
thofe great numbers of all ranks and conditions, who 
from time to time are concerned in the Britijh legifla- 
ture, and by that means are let into the buiinefs of this 
Bation^ I fhall not take upon me to determine. But 
for this reoibn it is certain, that a Britijh miniflry mufl 
cxpcdl to nieet with many cenfurers, even in their own 
party, and ought to be fatisfied, if, showing to every 
particular man that his private fcheme is wiieft, they 
can perfuadc hirri that next to his own plan that of the 
government is the moft eligible. 

BefiJes, We have a fet of very honeft and well- 
meaning gentlemen in Knglandy net to be met with in 
ether countries, who take it for granted, they can ne- 
ver be in the wrong, fo long as they oppofe minifters 
of ftaie. Thofe whom they have admired through the 
whole courfe of their lives for their honour and inte- 
grity, though they ftill periift to adl in their former cha- 
radler, and change nothing but their ftations, appear 
to them in a difudvantageous light, as fbon as they are 
placed upon ftate-eminencies. Many of thefe gendc- 
mcn have been ufod to think there is a kind of flavery 
in concurring with the meafures of great men, and that 
the good of the country is inconfiftent with the incli- 
nations of the court r By the ftrength of thefe preju- 
dices, they are apt to fancy a man lofes his honefty, 
from the very moment that it is made the moft capable 
of being ufeful to the publick ; and. will not confider 
that it is every whit as honourable to aflift a good mi- 
ni fter, as to oppofe a bad one. 

In the lafl phce, We may oblervc, that there are 
grc:tcr nu miners of perfon s who follicit for place?, and 
perli^ips are fit for them, in our own country, thaa in 
any other. To which we muft add, That by the na- 
ture of our conftitution, it is in the power of more par- 
-— ' titular 
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ticular perfbns in this kingdom, thaa in any other, to 
diftrefs the government when diey are difobliged. A 
Britijh minifter muft therefore expcft to fee many of 
thofe mends and dependents fall off from hiniy whom 
he cannot gratify in their demands upon him ; finee» 
to ufe the phrafc of a late flatefman, who knew very 
well how to form a party> The paflure is not iarg§ 
enough. 

Vpon the whole : The condition ef a Britijh mini* 
fter ^bours under (o many difficulties^ that we find in 
almofl every reign (ince the conquefl, the chief mini- 
fters have been new ^len, or fuch as havtf raifed them** 
felves to the greateft pofls in the government, from the 
(htfc of private gentlemen. Several of them neither 
rofe from any confpicuous family, nor left any be* 
hind them, l>eing of that clafs of eminent perfbns, 
whom Sir Francis Bacon fpeaks of, who, like comets 
or t>lazing flars, draw upon them the whole attention 
of die age in which they appear, though no body 
knows whence they cartle, nor where they arc lofl. 
Perfons of hereditary wealth and title have not been 
over forward to engage in fo great a fccne of ca«s and 
perplexities, nor to r^m all the rifques of fo dangerous 
a iituation. • Nay, many whofe greatnefs and fortune 
were not made to their hands, and had fufficient qua- 
lifications and opportunities of rifing to thefe high 
pofts of truft and honour, have been deterred fromi 
fuch purfuits by the diiHculties that attend them, and 
chofc rather to be eafy than powerful ; or, if I may ufe 
the expreflion, to be carried in the chariot than to 
drive it. . ' ^ 

As the condition of a minifter of ftate in general is 
fubje^fl: to m^y burthens and vexations ; and as that 
of a BritiJJj minifter in particular is involved in feveral 
hazards and difficulties peculiar to our own country : 
fo is this high ftation expofed more than ordinary to 
fuch inconveniences in the prefent jun<5ture of affairs ; 
fitft, as it is the beginning of a new eftabliftiment a- 
mong us ; and fecondly, as this eftabliihment hath been 
difturbcd by a dangerous robellion. 
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If we look back into our EngllJIo hiftory, we fhall 
always find the firft monarch of a new line received 
with the greateft oppofition, and reconciling to himfelf 
by degrees the duty and aSeftion of his people. The 
government^ on fuch occafions^ is always (haken before 
it fettles. The inveteracy of the people's prejudices, 
and the artifices of domcftick enemies, compelled their 
rulers to make ufe of all means for reducing them to 
then: allegiance, which perhaps, after all, was brought 
about rather by time tlian by policy. When commo* 
tipns and diflurbances are of an extraordinary and un- 
nfual nature, 'the proceedings of the ^government muft 
be {q too. The remedy muft be fuited to the evil, and 
I knew no juncture more difficult to a minifter of (late, 
than fuch as requires uncommon methods to be made 
ufe of; when at the fame time no others can be made 
ufe of, than what are pr^fcribed by the known laws of 
our conftitutlon. Several meafures may be abfolulely 
neceffary in fuch a juncture, which may be reprefented 
as hard and fevere, and would not be proper in a time 
of publick peace and tranquillity. In tliis cafe Virgil' % 
cxcufe, which he puts in the mouth of a fiditious fo- 
vereign upon a complaint of this nature, hath the ut» 
moft force of reafon and juflice on its fide. 

Ra dura et regni novitas me tal'ta cogtint* 

The difficulties I meet iviti in tf)e beginning of nn 
reign make fuch a proceeding necejfary. 

In the next place : As this eftablifhment has been 
difhirbed by a dangerous rebellion, the niinillry has 
been involved in many additional and Jipernuraerary 
difficulties. It is a coinmon remark, that Englijl} mi- 
nifters never fare fo well as in a time of war with a fo- 
reif'n power, which diverts the private feuds and ani- 
modties of the nation, and turns their efforts upon the 
comraoa enemy. - As a foreign war is favourable to a 
miniftry, a rebellion is no Icfs dangerous ; if it fuc- 
ceeds^ they are the jQrft perfons who muft fall a facri- 
-£ce to it J if it is defeated^ they naturally become odi- 
ous 
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ous to all the iecret favourers and abettors of it. E- 
very metliod jthey'make ufe Y)f for preventing or fiip- 
preffing it, and for deterring others from the like prac-^ 
trees for the future, muft be unnacceptable and dilplea- 
fing to the friends, relatioAs, and accomplices 01 the 
guilty. In cafes where it is thought neceflary to make 
examples, it is the humour of the multitude to forget 
the crime and. remember the puniftiment, However, 
we have already feen, and ftill hope to. lee, fo many in- 
ftances of mercy in his raajefty^s government, that our 
chief minifters have more to fear from the murmurs of 
their too violent friends, than from the reproaches of 
their enemies. 



N^ 49. Friday, June 8. 



jam nunc folcnnes . du cere ponipiu 

Ad delubrajuvat — Virg. 

YESTERDAY was fct apart as a day of p«blick ' 
thanklgiving for the late extraordinary fuccef* 
fes, which have fecured to us every thing that 
can be efteemed, and delivered us from every thing 
that can be apprehended, by a Proteftant and a free 
people. I cannot but obferve, upon this occaiion, the 
natural tendency in fuch a national devotion, to infpire 
men with fentiments of religious gratitude, and to 
fwcll their hearts with inward tranQ)orts of joy and ' 
exultation. 

When inftances of divine favour are great in them- 
ielves, when they are frefh upon the memory, when 
they are peculiar to a certain country, and commemo- 
rated by them in large and Iblemn aflemblies ; a man 
muft be of a very told or degenerate temper, whofe 
heart doth not bum within him in the midft of that 
praife and adoration, which arifes at the fame hour in 

all 



226 THE FREE-HOI.de R. N04f. 

all the different par|s of the nation, an4 from the maay 
tiioufands of the people. 

It is impofliblc to read of extraordinary and national 
adts of worfliip, without Being warmed with the de- 
fcription, and feeling f6me degree of that divine En- 
thuiiafra, which ipreads itfelf among a joyful and reli- 
gious multitude. A part of that exuberant devotion, 
with which the whole affembly raifed and animated one 
another, catches _a reader at the greateft diftance of 
time, and makes him a kind of iharer in it. 

Among all the publick folemnities of this nature, 
there is none in hiftory fo glorious as that under the 
reign of king Solomon^ at the dedication of the temple. 
Belides the great officers of ftate, and the inhabitants 
(A Jeriifalemy all the elders and heads of tribes,^. -with 
the whole body of the^ people ranged under them, -from 
one end of the kingdom to the other, were fummoned 
to allifl: in it. We may guefs at the prodigious number 
of this aflembly from the facrifice on which they feafrcd, 
cbnfifting of a hundred and twenty thoufand (heep, and 
two hundred and twenty hecatombs of oxen. When 
this vaft congregation was formed into a regular pro- 
ceflion to attend the ark of the covenant, the king 
inarched at the he^d of his people, with hymns and 
dances to the new temple, which he had ei'efted for itr 
reception. Jofephus tells us that the Levites fprinkled 
the way as they pafled with the blood of facrifices, and 
buried the holy incenfe in fuch quantities as refreihed 
the whole multitude with its odours, and filled all fhc 
region about them with perfume. Wheft the ark was 
depofited under the wings of tlie cherubims in the 
holy place, the great confort of praife began. It was 
.enlivened with an hundred and twenty trumpets, af- 
fifted with a proportionable number of other kinds of 
'mufical inftruments, and accompanied with innume- 
rable voices of all the fingers of Ifraelj who were in- 
ftru<Sled and fet apart to the religious performances 
of this kind. As this mighty chorus was extolling 
their maker, and exciting the whole nation thus af- 
fembled to the praife' of his never-ceafing goodnefs aiid 
mercy, the Shckinak defcended : Or to tell it in the 

' more 
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more emphatical words of holy writ, // came to pafsy 
as the trumpets and fingers fwere as oncy to make one 

found to be heard in pratfing and thanking the Lord, 
and txshen they lift up their voice 'with the trumpets and 
cymbals J andinflruments ofmnficky andpraifedthe Lordy 

fayingy For he is good, for his mercy cndureth for ever ; 
that then the houfe ivas filed nvith a cloud. The prieil* 
themfelves, not able to bear the awfidnefs of the ap- 
pearance, retired into the court of the temple, where 
the king being placed upon a brazen fcaffold, fo as to 
be feen by the whole multitude, blefled the congrega- 
tion of Ifraely and afl;erwards fpreading forth his hands 
to heaven, offered up that divine Prayer which is twice 
recorded at length in fcripture, and has always beea 
looked upon as a compofition fit to have proceeded 
from thewifcft of men. He had no fboner finifhed 
his prayer, when a flafli of fire fell from heaven and 
burned up the facrifice which lay ready upon the altar. 
The people, whofe hearts were gradually moved hj 
the fblemnity of the whole proceeding, having been cx- 
fdted by the religious ftrains of mufick, and aw'd by 
the appearance of that glory which filled the temple, 
feeing now the miraculous confumptioa of the (acrifice, 
and obferving the piety of their king, who lay proftrate 
befyre his Maker, bo^ed thefnfelves *with their faces t9 
the ground upon the pave7nenty and ^nx^crfjipped and 
pratfed the Lordy fajlngy For he is good, for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

What happinefs might not fuch a kingdom promlfe 
to itfcJf,^ where the fame elevated fpirit of religion ran 
through the prince, the priefts, and the people ! Bnt I 
ftiall quit this head, to obfcrve that fuch an uncommon 
fervour of devotion (hewed itfelf amon^ our own coun- 
trymen, and in the perfons of three princes, \\ho were 
the gresteft conquerors in our Englijh hiftory. Tbeic 
are Edvutrd the tliird, his fon the Black Prl?icc^ and 
Henry the fifth. K?> for the firft, we are told that, be- 
fore the flimous battle of ^^'0)^ b<^ fpcntthe grcateft 
part bf the night in prayer, and in the morning receiv- 
ed the flicriment with his fon, the chief of his officers, 
And nobility. The night of that glorious day was no 

lefs 
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lefs pioufly diftinguiflied by the order8> which he gave 
out to his army, that they (hould forbear all mfultlng 
of their enemies, or boafling of their own valour, and 
employ- their' time in returning thanks to the great 
giver, of the viiftory. The Black Prince j before the 
battle of Poinhrsy declared, tliat his whole confidence 
was in the divine afGftance ; and after that great viAo- 
ry, behaved himfelf in all particulars like a truly Chri- 
ftian conqueror. Eight days fucceffively were ap- 
' pointed by his father in Englandy for a folemn and pub- 
lick thankfgivihg ; and when the young prince return- 
ed in triumph with the king of France as his prifoner 
the pomp of the day confided chiefly in extraordinary 
proceflions, and ads of devotion. The behaviour 
of the Black Prince J after a battle in Spain j whereby 
he reftored the king oiCaJiile to his dominions, was no 
lefs remarkable. When that king, tranfported with 
his fuccefs, flung himfelf upon his knees to thank him, 
the generous prince ran to him, and, taking him by 
the hand, told him it was riot he who could lay any 
claim to his gratitude, but deCred they might go to the 
altar together, and jointly return their thanks to whom 
'only it was due. 

Henry V. (who at the beginning of his reign, made 
a publick prayer in the prefence of his lords and com- 
mons, that he might be cut off by an immediate death, 
if providence forefaw he would not prove ajuftand 
good governor, ajid promote the welfare of his people) 
manifcftly derived his courage firom his piety, and was 
fcrupuloufly carefiil not to afcribe tlie fuccefs of it to 
himfelf. When he came within fight of that prodigious 
aony, which ofFeted him battle at Agincourty he ordered 
all his cavalry to difinount, and with the reft of his 
forces, to implore upon their knees a bleffing on their 
undertaking. In a noble fpeech, which he made to his 
foldiers immediately before the firft onfet, he took no- 
tice of a very remarkable circumftance ; namely, that 
this very day of battle was the day appointed in his 
•wn kingdom, to offer up publick devotions for the 
profperity of his arms, and^ therefore bid them not 
doubt of vi<ftory, fliice at the famelime that they were 

fighting 
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fighting in the fidd, all the people of England were 
lifting up their hands to heaven for their fuccefi^-i 
Upon the clofe of that memorable day, in which this 
king had performed wonders with his own hand, hp 
ordered the CXVth Pfalm to be repeated in the midft 
of his vi<Etorious army, and at the words, Not unto usf 
not unto us J hut unto thy name be the praifcy He him- 
felf, with his whole hoft, fell to the earth upon their 
faces, afc'ribing to Omnipotence the wh^le glory of fo 
great anaftion. 

I (hall cpnclud^ thii paper with a reflexion which 
naturally rifts out of it. As there is nothing more 
beautiful in the fight .of God and man, than a king and 
hh people coneurring in foch . extraordinary afts of 
devotion, one cannot fbppofe a greater contradidlion 
and abfurdity in a government, than where the king 
is of one feligion and the people of another. What 
harmony or correfpond^nce can be expcftcd between 
a fbvereign and his (ubj efts, when they cannot join to- ' 
gether in the moft joyful, the moft folcmn, and mod 
' laudable aftioh of. rcafbnable crratures ; m a v^ord, 
where the prince confiders his people as bercticks, and 
the people look upon their prince as an idolater \ 






quifqnh volet tinplas 

Caedesy et rabkm toilette chicam :' ; 
Si (juaeret pater urhiuffk 

Suhfcrihi ftatuis ; indonutam audeat 
Refraenare licentiatn ' 

Claras pojl genitis Ho r , 
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WVM Mahomet had fo> many .years cndea-' 
voured to propagate his impothire amoiigj 
his fellow-citizens, and, inftcad of gain'iig 
U any 
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any number of profely te«, found his ambition fruftrat- 
ed, and his nottons ridiculed ; he forbad his followers 
the ufe of argninent and difputation in the advancing 
of his do<5brines, and to rely only upon the fcimitar for 
their fuccefs. Chriflianity, he ob(erved, had made its 
way by reason and miracles, but he profeflcd.it was his 
delign to fave* n^en by the fword. From that time he 
began to knock down his felloW-citizens with a great 
deal of zeal, to plunder Caravans w^th a moft exemplary 
fandity, and to fill all Arabia with an unnatural medley 
of religion and. bloodflied. 

+he enemies, of our happy cftablifliment feem at pre- 
fent to copy out the piety of this feditious prophet, 
^nd to have recourle to his laudable method of 
. club-law, when they find all other n^ans for enforcing 
the abfurdify of their opinions to be ineStStxksX. It 
was ufiial among the ancient Romansy for thoie^ who 
had (aved the lift of a citizen, to be drefled in an 
oaVen garland ; but among us, this has been a mark 
of fuch well-intentioned perfbns, as would betray their 
CO in try, if they were able, and beat; out the. brains of 
their fcllow-fubje<5ls. Nay, the leaders of the poor un- 
thinking rabble, to fhew dieir wit, have lately decked 
than out of their kitchen-gardens in a naoft infipid pun, 
very well fuited to the capacity of fuch followers. 

This manner of proceeding has had an efFed quite 
s^" contrary to the intention of thefe ingenious demagogues. ' 
For by fetting fuch an unfortunate mark on their fol- 
lowers, they have ciepofed them* to innumerable drubs 
and contufions- • They have Jjfcen cudgcird moft un- 
mercifully in cv€tf\>siri of London and JVeflm'infler \ 
and over all the nation have avowed tbeir principles, 
to the unfpeakable damage of thoir bones. In (hort, if 
we may believe our accounts both from town and coun- 
try, the nofes and cars of the party are very much di- 
minifKed, fince they have appeared under this unhappy 
diftiniflion. 

The truth of it is, there is fuch an unaccountable 
frenzy and licentioufncfs fp^ead throigh the Weft of 
the people, of all parties and denominations, that if 
their ndrmiflics did not proceed to too great an ex- 
tremity, 
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tremity, one would not be forry to fee them befl^owing 
fo liberally, upon one another, a chaftifmcnt vh»rh 
they fo richly deftrvc. Their thumps and brnifes 
might turn to ac^count, and fave the government a great 
deal of trouble, if they could beat each other into good - 
manners. 

Were not advice thrown away on fuch a thoughtlefs 
rabble, one would recommend to their ferious confide-' 
ration what is fufpeftcd, and indeed known to he the 
rtiufe of thefe popular tumults and commotion* in 
this great cit^r. - They are the PoptJJi mifTionaries, that 
lie concealed under many difguifes in all quarters of 
the town, who mix themfelys in thefe dark fcuffles, 
and animate the mob to fuch mutual outrages and in- 
fiilts. This profligate fpecies of modern apoftlcs divert 
themfelves at the expence of a government, which it 
oppolite to theii* interefts, and are plea^d to foe the 
broken heads of hereticks, in what party foever'they 
have lifted themfelves. Their treatment of our fi!!y 
countrymen, puts me in mind of an account in Tavcr^ 
w/(fr's traveh through the Eeifl' Indies, This author 
t-^lls us, there is a rreat wood in thofe parts very plenti- - 
Mly ftocked with irionkies ; that a large highway nms 
through tlie middle of this wood ; and that the monkies' 
who live on the one fide oAhis high way,, are dechrcd 
enemies to thofe who live on the-other. When the in- 
" habitants of that country have a mind to g?ve them- . 
felves a diverfion, it is ufual for them to fet thofe poor 
animals together by the ears ; which they do after this 
manner. They place feveral pots of rice in the mid*- 
die of the road, with great heaps of cudgels in the 
neighbourhead of every pot. The monkies, on tlic 
firfl difcovery of thefe provifions, dcfcend from the 
trees on cither fide in prodigious numbers, take up 
the arms, wifii which their good friends have fumifh- 
ed them, and belabour one another with a ftorm of 
thwacks, to the no fmall mirth and entertainment of 
the beholders. This mob of monkies a6l however fo 
far reafonably in this point, as the vidlorious fide of 
the wood find, upon the rcpulfe of their enemies, a con- 
fidcrable booty on the field of battle ; whereas our par- 
U 2 ty- 
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ty-m(5bs are betrayed Into the fray without any pro- 
fpe<5rof the feaft. 

tf our common people have not virtue enough left 
anioog them, to lay afide this wicked and unnatural 
hatred which is crept into their hearts againft one ano- 
ther, nor fenfe enough to refift the artifice of thofe in- 
cendiaries,' who would animate them to the deftru<^on 
of thejr cpmitry ; it is high time for the government 
to exert; itfclf in the rcprefling of fuch feditious tu- 
mults and. commotions. If that extraordinary lenity 
and forbearance which has been hitherto (hewn on thofe 
occafions, proves inefFedual to that purpofe, thefe mif- 
creants of the community ought to be made feniible, 
that our conftitution is armed with a fufficient force for 
the reformation of fuch diforders, and the fettlement 
pf the publick peace. 

There cannot be a greater affront to religion^ than 
fuch a tumultous rifing of the people, who diflinguifh 
the times C^t apart for t{ie national devotions by tha 
raoft brutal fcenes of violence, clamour, and intempe- 
rance. The day begins with a thankfgivingy and end* 
in a riot. Inflead of the voice of mutual joy and glad- 
nefs, there is notliing heard in our (beets but oppro- 
brious language, ribaldry and contention. 

As fuch a pra^ice is fcandalous t® our religion, lb 
It is no lefs a reproach to our government. We are be- 
'come a by^word among the nations for our ridiculous 
•feuds and animofities,-and fill all the publick prints of 
Europe with tlie accounts of our mic^-night brawls and 
tonfufions. 

The mifchiefs arifing to private perfons from thefe 
vile difturbers of the commonwealth are too many to 
be enumerated. The great and innocent are infulted 
by the (cum and refufe of the people. Several poor 
wretches, who have engaged in thefe commotions^ 
have been difabled, for their lives, from doing any 
good to their families and dependents ; nay, leveral 
of them have fallen a facrifice to their own inexcufable 
folly and madnefs. Should the government be wearied 
outjof its prefent patience and forbearance, and forced 
to execute all thofe powers \vith which it is invefted 
. ' for 
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for the prefervation of the publick peace ; what is to 
be expeded by fuch heaps of turbulent and feditious* 
men 1 

. Thdc and jJie like confiderations, though they may 
have no influence on the headftrong unruly mnltitudey 
ought to fmk into the minds of thofe who are their 
abettors and who, if they efcape the ptiniflimcnt here 
due to them, muft very well know that thcfe feveral 
niifchiefs will be one day laid to their charge. 



N ^ 5 1 . Friday, June 1 5. 

^uodji in hocjrro lihenter err9 s nee mihi hunc errorenr^ 
quo deledovy dum vho, extorqueri^olo. Cic. 

AS there Is nothing which more improves the 
• mind of man, than the reading of ancient au- 
thors, when it is <lone wkh judgment and dif- 
cretion; fo there is nothing which gives a more un- 
lucky turn to the thoughts of a reader, when he wanti 
difcernment, and loves and admires the chara^ers and 
actions of men in a wrong plcice. .Alexander the Great' 
yrasfb inflamed with falfe notions of glory, by- reading 
the {ipry oi AchilUs in the Iliad, that after having taken, 
a town, he ordered the governor," who had made a! 
giHant defence, to be bound by the feet 16 his chariot, 
and afterwards dragged the brave man round the city^ 
becaufe He£for had been treated in the fame barbarous 
xnaniier by his admired hero. 

Many Engliflyvten have .proved very pernicious tt> 
their own country, by following blindly the examples of 
perfons to be met with in Grtek 2cCiA, Roman hiftory, 
who aftcd in conformity with their own governn^ents ; 
after a quite different manner, than they would have 
aded in' a conditution like that of ours. Such a method 
of proceeding is as unreafonable inapolitican,as it would 
b^ in a husbandman to make u(e of Virgir% prcc ]'ts 
U J of 
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of agriculture, in htaflaging the foil t£ our country, 
that lies in a quite different climate, and under the in- 
fluence of alraoft another fun. 

Our regicides in the commifRon of the moft execrable 
murder uTed to juftify themfelves from the conduftof 
Brutus^ not confidering that Caefary from, the condi- 
tion of a fellow-citizen, had rifen by the moft indiredt^ 
methods, and broken through ^all the laws of the com- 
munity, to place himfelf at the head of the government, 
and enfl:we his country. On the other fide, feveral 
of our EfigU/Jy readers, having obferved that a pafEve 
and unlimited obedience was paid to Roman emperors, 
vho were polTefled of the whole legiflative, as well as 
executive power, have formerly en4eavoured to incul- 
cate the fame kind of obedience, where there is not the 
• fame kind of authority. 

.. Inftruiftions therefore to be learned from hiftories of 
this nature, are only fuch as arife from particulars a- 
greeable to all communities, or from I'uch as are com- 
mon to oitr own conftitutipn, and to that of which wc 
read. A tenacious adherence to the rights, and liber- 
ties tranfmitted from a wife and virtuous anceftry, 
publick (pirit, and a love of one'« country, AibmifR- 
on to euablifhed laws, impartial admi nitrations o^ 
juflice, a ftrid regard to national faith, with Icveral 
other duties, which are the fupports and ornaments of 
government in general, cannot be too much admired 
among the dates of Greece and* Romcy nor too much 
imitated by our own commimity. 

But there is nothing more abfurd, than for men, who 
are converfant in thefe ancient authors to contrad 
fuch a prejudice in favour of Greeks zxA Romans y as to 
fancy we are in the wrong in every <:ircumftance where- 
by we deviate from their moral or political conduft. 
Yet nothing hath been more ufual, than for men of 
warm heads to refine themfelves up into 'this kind of 
ftate pedantry : Like the country fchoolmafter, who, 
being ufed for many years to admire Jupiter ^ Marsy 
Bacchus^ and ApoHoy that appear with £0 much advan- 
tage in clafTick authors, made an attempt to revive the 
worlhip of the lieathcn gods. In (hort, we find ma^y 

worthy 
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worthy gentlemen, whofe brains have been as much 
turned by^this kind of reading, a's the grave knight's of 
Mdncha was by his unweared application to books of 
knight-errantry, * 

To prevent fuch mifchiefs from arifing out of ftudies, 
which, when rightly conduced,, may turn very much 
to our advantage, I fhall venture to afTert, that in our 
perufal of Gr€ek or Roman authors, it is impoflible to 
find a religious or civil conftitution, any way compa- 
rable to that wMch we enjoy in our own country. Had 
not our religion been infinitely preferable to that of the 
ancient Heathens, it would never have made its way 
through Paganifm, with that amazing progrefs and ac- 
tivity. Its viftories were the vidories of reafon^naP- 
fifted by the force of human jXiwer, and as gentle as the 
triumphs of light over darknefs. The fudden refor- 
mation which is made among^ mankind, and which was 
fo juftly and frequently boafted of by the firft apolo- 
gias for Chriftianity, (hew how infinitely preferable 
it is to any fyftem oi' religion, that prevailed in the 
world before its appearance. This pre-eminence of 
Chjiftianity to any other general religious fcheme which 
preceded it, appears likewife from this particular, tha^ 
the moft eminent, and the moft enlightned among the 
Pagan philofophers difclaimed many of thofe fuperfti- 
tious follies, which are condemned by revealea reli- 
gion, and pteaclied up feveral of thofe doctrines, which 
are fomc oiF the moft efTential parts of it. 

And here I cannot but take notice of that ftrang^ 
motive which is made ufe of in the hiftory of firee- 
thinking, to incline us to depart from the revealed 
dodrines of Chriftianity, as adhered to by the people 
of Great Britairiy becaufe Socrates j with feveral other 
eminent Greeks ^ and Ciceroy with many other learned 
Ro?ftartSy did in tlie like manner depart from the reli- 
gious notions of their own countrymen. Now this 
author fhould have conlidered, that thofe very points, 
in which thefe wife men difagreed from the bulk of 
~ the people, are points in which they agreed with the 
received doftrines of our nation. Their free- thinking 
€onfiftedin ailerting the unity and immateriality of the 
_ God- 
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Godhead, the immortality of the foul, a (late of future 
rewards and punifhments, and the necefEty of virtue^ 
exciuiive of all filly and fuperltitious praddccs, to pro- 
cure the happinefs of a fcparate ftatc. They werft 
theiefofe only Free-thinkers, fofar forth as tljey ap- 
proached to the doctrines of Chriftianity, that is, to 
tho(e very dodrines which this kind of authors would 
perfuade us, as Free-thinkers, to doubt the truth of. 
>s'ow I would appeal to any reafonahle perfon> whether 
thefe great men (hould not have been propofed to our 
imitation, rather as they embraced thefe divine truths, 
than only upon the account of dieir breaking loofe from 
the common notions of their fellow-citizens. But 
this would difappoint the general tendency of fuch 
writings. ' 

I fhaH only add under this head, that as Ghriftiani^ 
recovered the law of nature out of all thofe errors and 
corruptions, with which it was over-grown, in the 
times of Paganiim, our national .religion has reftored 
Chriltianity itfeif to that purity and fimplicity in which 
it appeared, before it was gradually dilguifed and loft 
among the vanities and fuperilitions of- the Romijh 
church. 

That our civil conftitution is preferable to any a- 
niong liie Ur ticks or Romans y may appear: from ,this 
finrle confideration ; that the greateft theories in mat- 
ters of this nature, among thofc very people, have given. 
the preference to fuch a form- of government^' as that 
which obtains in this kingdonr, above any other form 
what foe ver. I fhail metition ArifioiUy P&iybiusj ahd 
Cicero^ that is, the greateft rhilofopher, the moft im- 
partiarhiftorian, and the moft confummate ftatc fman of 
all antiquity. Thefe famous authors give the pre-emi- 
nence to a mixt government confiding of tliree branches, 
tlie regal, the noble, and the popular. It would be 
very eafy to prove, not only the reafonablenefs of this 
pofition, but to (hew, that there was never any con- 
ftitution among the Greeks or Romans^ in which thefe 
three branches were fo well Jiftinguiftied from each o- 
ther, inve(ied with fuch fuitable proportions of power» 
and concurred together in the iegilLture, that 4s, in 

the 
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the mofl: fovereign a<fts of government, \tith fuch a 
neceflary confent and harmony, as are to be met with 
jji the conftitution of this kingdom. But I have ob- 
feryed, in a foregoing paper, how -defective the jRo^ 
-jjian commonwealth was in this particular, when com- 
pared with our own form of governmeivt, apd it wiD 
• not be difficult for the reader, upon finglin^ out any 
other ancient (late, to find how far it will fufFer in the 
parallel. ■ , • . 



N^52. Monday^ June iS. 



j4n tu populu??i Romanum ejfe Hlujn putas qui conjlat ex 
thy qui mercede conducuniur ? qui impelluhturj ut vim 
efferantmagijlratibusf ut objtdeant fenatum? optent 
qmtidie caedem^ incendiay rapinas ? quern tu tamen 
populurn nifttabernis claujisj frequent are non pot eras z 
Cui populo Duces Lent idioSf Lolliosy Sergfos^ praefe^. 
cetuts. fpecieniy dignit at emque populi Romania quam 
regesj uationes exteraey quam gent es ultimae perti^ 
viefcunt ; Multitudtnem hominum e-x fervis conducts ^ 
exfacinorofis^exegentibuscongregatam? Cic. 

THERE is in all governments a certain temper 
of mind, natural to the patriots and lovers of 
their conftitution, which may be called- ftate- 
jcaloufy. It is this which makes them apprehenfive of 
every tendency in the people, or in any particular mem* 
ber of the community, to endanger or difturb that fof m 
of rule, which is eftablifhed by the laws and cuftoms 
of their country. This political jealoufy is abfolutely 
requiiite in fome degree for the prefervation of a go- - 
Vernment, and very reafonable in perfons who are per- . 
fuaded of the excellf ncy of their conftitution, and be- 
lieve that they derive from it the moft valuable blcffings 
offociety, 

ThU 
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. This publick-fpirited paffion is more ftrong and ac- 
tive under (bme governments, than others. The com- 
mon-wealth of Venice J which hath fubfifted by it for 
near foorteen hundred years, is fo jealous of all its 
members, that it keeps continual fpies upon their a(5H- 
ons ; and if any one of them prefume to cenfure the 
eftablifhed plan of that republick, or touch upon any of 
hs fundamentals, he is brought before a iecret council 
of ftaite, tried in a moft rigorous manner, ^d put to 
death without mercy. The nfual way of proceeding 
with pc;rfons who discover i;hemfelv€s unfatisfied with 
ttip .title of their foYereign in defpotiek govermnents, 
is to confine the malecontent, if his crimes are not ca- 
pital, to fome caftle or dungeon for life. There is in- 
deed no conftitutlon fo tame and carelefs of their own 
defence, wliere any perfon dares to give the leaft fign 
or intimation of being a traitor in his heart. Our 
EngliJJj hiftory furnifhes us with many examples of 
great feverities during the difputes between the houies 
of Tork and Lancaftery infli(fted on fiich perfbns as 
fliewcd their difaffeKftion to the prince who Was on the 
throne. Every one knows, that a fa<ftious inn-keeper, 
in the reign of Henry the feventh, was hanged, drawn, 
and quartered for a faucy pun, which refleded. In a 
very dark and diftant manner, upon the title of that 
prince to tlie crown. I do not mention the praftice of 
other governments, as what fhould be ipiitated in ours, 
v/hich, Cod be thanked, affords us all the reafonable 
liberty of fpeech and aftion, fuitcd to a free peopk ; 
iior do I take notice of this laft inftance of feverity in 
our own country, to juftify fuch a proceeding, but on- 
ly to difplay the mildnefs and forbearance made ufe of 
under the reign of his prefent majefty. It may, how- 
ever turn to the advantage of thofe, who have been in- 
ftrumental in ftirring up the late tumults and feditions 
among the people, to conlider the treatment which fuch 
a lawlefs ungoverned rabble would have met with in any 
other country, and under any other fovereign. 

Thcfe incendiaries have had the art to work up into 
the mod unnatural ferments the moft heavy and ftupid 
part of the community ; and, if I may ufe a fine (ayuig 

of 
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o^ Terence upon another occafion^ to convert fools into 
nutdmen. This frenzy hath been railed among them 
t9 fuch a degree, thit it has lately difcovered itfelf in 
a fedition which is without a parallel. They have had 
the fool-hardinefs to fet a mark upon themfeives on thd 
Prefender'% birth-day, as'thc declared friends to hii 
caufe^ and profcft enemies to tjidr king and countty. 
How fatal would fuch a diftindtion, of which every one 
knew the meankig, have proved in former reigns, when 
many a qircumftance of left fignificancy has been con- 
flrued into an overt a(fl of high-treafon ! This un- 
exampled piece of infolence will appear under its juft 
aggravations, if we coniider in the firfl place, that it 
was aim'd'perfonally at the king. 

I do not remember sunong any of our popular com- 
motions, when marks of this nature have been in fa- 
(hion, that either fide were fb void of common (cnfe, 
as to intimate by them an averfion to their fbvcreign. 
His perfon was ftill held as facred by both parties. The 
contention was not who fhould be the monarch over 
them^ but whofe fcheme of policy (hould tali.e place in 
his adminiftration. This was the conduft of Whigi 
and Tories under king Charles the (econd's reign, when 
men hung out their principles in different coloured rib- 
bons. Kay, Jn the- times pf the great rebellion, the 
avowed difafFedtion of the people always terminated in 
evil counfellorSi Such anx)pen outrage upon mnjefty, 
fuch an oftentation of difloyalty, was referved for that 
infamous rabbk of Englijhmeny who may be juftly 
looked upon as the fcandal of the prefent age, and the 
mod (hamelefs and abandoned race of men that our na- 
tion has yet produced. 

in the next place. It is very peculiar to this mob of 
malecontcnts, that they did not only diftinguifh them- 
feives agaiitft their king, but againft a king poflefled of 
all the power of the nation, and one who had To very 
lately cnifhed all thofe of the fame principles, that had 
bravery enough to avow them in the field of battle. 
When ever was there an inftance of a king, who was 
not contemptible for his weaknefs and want of power 

to 



«40 THE FREE-HOLDER.. No f a* 

to refent, infulted by a few of his unarmed daftard 
fubje<fts ? 

It is plain from tJiis fingle confidcration, that (iich 
ft bafe ungenerous race of men could rely upon nothing 
for their own fafety in this affroRt to his majefty, but 
the known gcntlenefs and lenity of his government. 
Inftcad of being dfcterred by knowing that he had in 
his hands the power to punifli them, they were encou- 
raged by knowing that he had not the^elination. In 
a word^ they preftmed upon that mercy, which in all 
their converfations thiy' endeavoured to depreciate and ' 
mifrepr^fent. 

:; It is a very fehfible concern to ev^ry one, who has 
m true and unfeigned refpedl for our national religion, 
tso hear thefe vile mifcreants caHhig tbemfelves fons of 
the church of Englandy amidft fuch impious tumults 
:^id diforders ; and joining in the cry of High -Church 
at the fame time that they wear a badge, which im- 
plies their inclinations to deftroy* the reformed reli- 
gion. Their concern for die church always rifes high- 
eft, when they are ading in dired oppoiition to its 
dodrines. Our ftreets are filled at the fame time with 
zeal and drunkennefs, riots and ireligion. "We muft 
confefs, if noife and clamour, flander and calumny, 
treafon and perjury, were articles of their communi- 
on, there would be none living more punctual in the 
performance of their duties ; but if a peaceable beha- 
viour, a love of truth, and a fubmiflion to fuperiors, 
are the genuine marks of our profeffion, we ought to 
be very heartily aftiamed of fuch a profligate brother- 
hood. Or if we will ftill think and own thefe men to 
be true fons of the church of England^ I dare fay there 
is no church in Etiropc who will envy her the glory 
of fuch difciples. But it is to be hoped we are not 
fo fond of party, as to look upon a man, becaufe he 
is a bad Chriftian, to be a good church of England 
man. 



Fridii^f 
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N^ 53. Friday; June 22» 



'Bsllua Centiceps, HoR. 



TH E R E is fcarce any man in England^ o£ what 
denomination foever, tliat is not a Free-thinker 
in politicks, and hath not fome particular no- 
tions of his own, by which he diflinguilhes himfelf 
firom the reft of the community. Our ifland, which 
was formerly called a^aation of faints, may now be 
called a nation of ftatefmen. Almoft every age, pro- 
feffion, and fex among us, has its favour! tcTet of mi' ' 
nifters, and fchtoe of government. , 

Our children are initiated into factions before they 
know their right hand from their left. They no 
fooner begin to fpeak, but Whig and Tory are the firft 
words they learn. They are taught in their infancy 
to hate one half of the nation ; and contract all the vi- 
rulence and paffion of a party, before they come to the 
ufc of their reafon. 

As for our nobility, they are politicians by birth ; 
and though tlie commons of the nation delegate their 
power in the community to certain reprefentatives, 
every one referves to himfelf a private jurifdidtion, or 
privilege, of cenfuring their condudl, and rectifying 
the legiflature. There is fcarce a fre(h-man in either 
unlverfity, who is not able to mend the conftitution 
in feveral particulars. We fee 'fquires and yeomen 
coming up to town every day, fo full of politicks, 
that to ufe the thought of an ingenous gentleman, we 
are frequently put in mind of Roman dictators, who 
were called from the plough. I have often heard of 
a fenior alderman in Buckinghamjhirey who, at all pub- 
lick meetings, grows drunk in praife of ariftocracy, and 
is -as often encountered by an old juftice of peace who 
lives in the neighbourhood, and will talk you from mor- 
X ning 
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ning till night on the Gothic balance. Who hath not 
obferved feveral parifli clerks, that have, ranfacked 
Hopkins and Sternhold for ftavcs in favour of die race 
of Jacob ; after the example of their politick prede- 
ceffors in Oliver's days, who on every fabbath were for 
binding kings in chains, and nobles in links of iron ! 
You can fcarce fee a bench of porters without two or 
three cafuift* in it, that will fettle you the right of prin- 
ces, and ftate the bounds of the civil and ecclefiaftical 
power, in the drinking of a pot of ale. AVhat is more 
ufual than on a rejoicing night to meet with a dnmk- 
en cobier hauling out for the church, and perhaps 
knocked down a little after, by an enemy in his own 
profeflion, who is a lover of moderation, 

Weliave taken notice in former papers of this poli- 
tical ferment being got into the female fex, and of the 
wild work it makes among them. We have had a late 
moft remarkable inftance of it in a conteft between a 
fifter of the White Rofcy and a beautiful and loyal young 
lady, who to fhew her zeal for revolution-principles, 
had adorned her pretty bofbm with a Siveet William, 
The rabble of the fex have Qot been afhamed very late- 
ly to gather about bonfires, and to fcream out their 
principles in the publick ftreets. In fliort, there is 
hardly a female in this oiw metropolis, who is not a 
competent judge of our higheft controverfies in church 
and ftate. We have fcveral oyfter-women that hold 
the unlawfulne'fs of eplfcoptcy ; and cinder-wenches 
that are great fticklers for indefeafible right. 

Of all the ways and means by which this political 
humour hath been propagated among the people of 
Great Britain^ I cannot finglc out any fo prevalent 
and univerfal, as the late conftant application of the 
prefs to the publifhing of ftate matters. We hear of 
feveral that are newly ereded in the country, and fct 
apart for this particular ufc. For, it feems the people 
of Exetery Salisbury, and other large towns, are relol- 
ved to be as great politicians as the inhabitants of Lc^i- 
don and Wejlminjier ; and deal out fuch news of their 
own printing, as is beft fuited to the genius of the mar- 
ket people, and the tafte of the county. 

One 
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One cannot but be forry, for the fake of thefe places, 
that fuch a pernicious machine is erc(fted among them ; 
for it is very well known here, that the making of the 
politician is the breaking of the tradefinen. Whea 
a citizen turns a Machiaveiy he grows too cunning to 
mind his own bufinefs ; and I have heard a curious 
obfcrvation, that the woollen manufacture has of late 
years decayed in proportion as the paper manufa<fhire 
has increafcd. Whether the one may not properly be 
looked upon as the occafion of the other, I (hall leave 
to the judgment of perfons mox:e profound in political 
enquiries. 

As our news-writers record many fads which, to 
u{e their own phrafe, afford great matter offpectdationy 
their readers Ipeculatc accordingly, and by their va- 
riety of conjectures in a few years become confummate 
ftatefmen ; befides, as their papers are filled with a dif- 
ferent party-fpirit, they naturally divide the people in- 
to different fentiraents, who generally confider lathef 
tlie principles, than thetmth of the news-writer. This 
humour prevail* to fuch a degree, that there are feve- 
ral well-meaning perfons in die nation, who have been 
fo mifled by their fevourite authors of this kind, that 
in the prefent contention between the Turk and the em- 
peror, they are gone over infenfibiy from the interest 
of Chriflianity, and become well-wiftiers to the Maho- 
i7tetan cauie. In a word, almoft every news-writer 
has his (edt, which (confidering the natural genius 
of our countrymen, to mix, vary, or refine in notions 
of ftate) fumifhes every man, by degrees, with a par- 
ticular fyftem ©f policy. For, however any one may 
concur in the general fcheme of his party, it is ftill 
With certain rcferves and deviations, and with a faivo 
to his own private judgment. 

AmoAg this innumerable herd of politicians, I cannot 
but take nonce of one fct, who do not fecm to play 
fair with the reft of the fraternity, and make a very con- 
liderable clafs of men. Tfiefc are fuch as we may call 
the after-^ife^ who, when any proJeCl fails, or hath 
not had its defircd effeCl, forcfaw all the incoavcnicn- 
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ciw that would arife' from it, though tliey kept their 
thoughts to themfelves till they dilcovered the iffue. 
Nav, there is nothing more ufual than for fome of thefe 
wife men, who applauded publick meaftires, before they 
were put In execution, to condemn them upon their 
proving unfuccefsful. The diiflators in conee-houfes 
are generally of this rank, who oftert give (hrewd in- 
timation? that things would have taken another turn, 
had they been members of the cabinet. 

How difficult mufl it be for any form of govemfnent 
to continue undifturbed, or any ruler to live uncen- 
fured, where every one of the community is thus qua- 
Mcd for modelling the conftitution, and is fo good a 
judge in matters of flate ! A famous French wit, to fhew 
how tlic monarch of that nation, who has no partners 
in his fovereignty, is better able to make his way through 
all the difficulties of government, than an emperor of 
Gennanyy who a<5ts in concert with many inferior fel- 
!ow-fbvereigns ; compares the firfl to a ferpent with 
many tails to one head ; and the other to a ferpent 
with one tail to many heads ; and puts the qiieftion, 
which of them is like to glide with mofl eafe and acti- 
vity through a thicket ? The fame comparifon will hold 
in the bufinefs of a nation conducted by a miniftry^ or 
a whole kingdom of politicians • 



N^ 54. Monday^ June 25. 



Tuy niji ventis 

Dehes ludihrlum^ cave, 
Nttper folHcUum quae mihl taediumy 
Nunc deftderium^ curaque non levis, Hor. 

TH E general divifion of the Britifh nation is 
into Whigs and Tories, there being very few, 
if any, who (land neuters in the difpute, 
without ranging tliemfelvcs under one of thefe deno- 

•• minations. 
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minations* One would therefore be apt to think^ that 
every member of the community^ wha embraces witb 
vehemence the principles xf either of theft parties^ 
had thoroughly mted and examined them, and ivas fe- 
cretly convinced of their preference to thofe ©£ Aat 
party which he rejedls. And yet it is certain,, that 
moft of our fellow-fubjc£ls are guided in Ais particu* 
lar, either by the prejudice of education^ private ia- 
terefl:; perfonal friendfhip, or a deference to die judg- 
ment oSF thofe, who perhaps in their own heart» diC- 
approve the opinions, which they induftrioufly fptead 
among tlie multitude. Nay, there is nothing more 
undoubtedly true, than that great numbers of one fide 
concur in reality with the notions of thofe whom they 
oppofe^ were they able to explain their implicit fkuxx*- 
ments, and to tell their own meaning.. 

However, as it becomes every realbnabfe man to^ 
examine thofe principles by which he ads^ I fiiall ia 
this paper fele<5t fome confiderations, out of many that: 
might be in/ided on, to (hew the preference of what is 
generally called the Whig-fcheme, to that whiebr is e- 
ipoufed by the Tories. 

This will appear in the firft place, if we refled ttpos 
the tendency of their rcfpe<ftive principlesj fuppofing; 
them carried to their utmoft extremity.. For 2^ in 
this cafe, the worft confequences of the one arc more 
eligible than the worll confequences of the other, it 
is a j)lain argument, that thofe principles are Ae molt 
eligible of the two, whofe cffedls arc the leaft pernici- 
ous. Now the tendency of thefe two difFereilt ftts oC 
principles, as they are charged upon each party by it» 
antagonifts, is as foUows. The Tories tell us^, that 
the Whig-fcheme would end in Presbyterianifm an<f 
a commonwealth. The Whigs tell us on the other 
fide, that the Tory-fcheme would terminate in Popery 
and arbitrary government. Were thefe reproaches 
mutually true, which would be moft preferable to any 
man of common fenfe, PresbyterianiUn and a repub- 
lican form of government, or Popery and tyranny ? 
Both extremes are indeed dreadful, but not equally 
fo I both to be regarded with the utmoft avexfion by 
X 3 the 
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the friends of our conftitution, and lovers of our coun- 
try : But if one of thera were inevitable, who would 
not rather choofe to live under a (late of exceffivc liberty, 
than of flavery, and not prefer a religion that differs 
from our own in the circumftantials, before one that 
differs from it in the ellentials of Chriftianity ! 

Secondly, let us look into the hiftory of England^ 
and lee under which of thefc two fchemes the nation 
hath enjoyed moft honour and prolpcrity. If we ob- 
ferve the reigns of queen Elizabeth and king James L 
(which an impudent Frenchman calls the reigns of king 
Elizabeth and quceil James) we find the Whig-lchcme 
took place under the firft, and the Tory-fchcme under 
the Utter. The firft, in whom the Whigs have always 
gloried, oppofed and humbled themoft powerful among 
the Rornafi Catholick' princes ; raifed and fupported 
the Dutch ; affifted the Fremh Proteftants ; and made 
the reformed religion an over-balance for Popery 
through all Europe, On the contrary, her fuccefTor 
aggrandized the Catholick king ; alienated him(eif 
from the Dutch \ fuffered the French .i^ovttx to incrcafe 
till it was too late to remedy it ; and abandoned the 
intcrcfts of the king of Bohevitay grand-father to his 
prefent majefty, which might have (pread the reformed 
rel'oion through all Germany, I need not defcribe 
to the reader the different (iate of the kingdom, as to 
its reputation, trade, and wealth, under thefe two 
reigns. We might, after thiy, compare the figure 
in which thefc kingdoms, and the whole Proteftant in- 
tercft of Europe y were placed by the conduft of king 
Chcirles the fecond, and that of king William ; and e- 
vcry one knows which of the fchemes prevailed in 
eich of thofe reigns. ' I (hall not impute to any Tory- 
fchcme the adminiftration of king James the fecond, 
on condition that they ^o not reproach the Whigs 
\\\i\\ the nfurpation of Oliver ; as being fatisficd that 
the T^rinciplcs of thofe governments are rerpc<5tivcry 
dirolii'ntd and abhorred by all the men of (enfe and 
virti.e in hoth parties, as they now (land. But we 
h.ivc a fre'li inil^ncc which will be remembr^d with 
grief by the prclcnt age and all our poflcrity, of the 

inilu- 
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influence both of Whig and Tory principles in the late 
reign. Was England ever fo glorious in the eyes of 
EuropCy as in that part of it when the firft prevailed ? 
Or was it ever more contemptible than when the laft 
took plafce ? ^ 

I fhall add, under this head, the preference of the 
Whig-fcheme, with regard to foreigners. All the 
Proteftant ftates of Europe j who may be confidered as 
neutral judges between both parties, and are well- 
wifliers to us in general, as to a Proteftant people, re- 
joice upon the fuccefs of a Wbig-fchemc ; while all' 
of the church of Romey who contemn, hate and deteft 
us as the great bulwark of herefy, are as much pleafed 
when the oppofire party triumphs in its turn. And 
here let any impartial man put this queftion to his own 
heart, whether that party doth not adl reafonably, who 
look upon the Dutch as their genuine friends and al- 
lies, confidering that they are of the reformed religion,, 
that they have aflifted us in the greateft times of ne- 
cellity, and that they can never entertain a thought of 
reducing us under their power. Or, on the other hand, 
let him confider whether that party adls with more rea- 
fbn, who are the avowed friends of a nation, that arc 
of the Roman Catholick religion, that have cruelly per- 
fecuted our brethren of the reformation, that have , 
jnade attempts in all ages to conquer this ifland, and , 
fupported the intereft of that prince, who abdicated the 
throne, and had endeavoured to fiibvert our civil and 
religious liberties. 

Thirdly, let us compare thefe two fchemes from 
^e efFeds they produce among ourfelves within our 
own ifland ; and thefe we may confider firft with regard 
1^0 the king, and fecondly with regard to the people. 

I . Wirfi regard to the king. The Whigs have al- 
ways proFefTed and praiftifed an obedience which they 
conceive agreeable to the conftitution ; whereas the 
Tories have concurred with the Whig& in their prac- 
tice, though they differ from them in their profeflions; 
and have avowed a principle of paflive-obedience, to 
the temptation^ and afterwards to the deftruftion, of 
thofe who have relied upon it. JNor muft I here omit 

to 
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to take notice of that firm and zealous adherence which 
the Whig-party have fhewn to the Proteftant fiiccef- 
Con, and to the caufe of his prefent majefty* I have 
never heard of any in this principle, who was either 
guilty or fufpcftea of meafures to defeat this eftaUifh- 
ment, or to overtu'hi it, fince it has taken cffe&. A 
confideration, which it is hoped jnay put to filence 
thofe who upbraid the Whig-fchemes of government, 
with an inclination to a commonwealth^ or a difafTec- 
tion to kings. 

2. With regard to the people. Every one muft own 
that thofe laws which have moft conduced to the eale 
and happinefs of the lubje^,. have always pafled in thofe 
parliaments, which^ their enemies branded with the 
name of Whig, and during the time of a Whig-mini- 
ftry. And, what is very remarkable, the Tories are 
now forced to have recourfe to thofe laws for fhelter and 
proteftion ; by which they tacHfy do honour to the 
Whig-fcheme, and own it more accommodated to tlic 
happinefs of the people, than that which they efpoule. 

I hope I need^ not qualify thefe remarks with a'fup- 
pofition which I have gone upon dirough the whole 
courfe of my papers, that I am far from confidering a 
great part of thole who call themfelves Tories, as ene- 
mies to the prefent eftablifhment ; and that by the 
Whigs I always mean thofe who arc friends to our con- 
(titution, both in church and ftate. As we may look 
upon thefe to be, in the main, true lovers of their re- 
ligion and country, they feem rather to be divided by 
accidental friendfhipc and circumftances, than by any 
cilential diflindlion. 
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— ccieflus.artefnqtte repono. Virg^ 

RISING of parliament being a kind of ceflla- 
tion from politicks, the Free-holder cannot let 
his paper drop at a more proper jundure. I 

would 



InOj^ the FREE-HOLDER. 24> 

would not be acceflary to the continuing of our politi- 
cal ferment, when occafions of difpute are not admi- 
■ nifter'd to us by matters depending before the legifla- 
ture ; and when debates without doors* naturally fall 
with thofe in the two houfes of parliament. At the 
fame time a Britljh Free-holder would very ill difcharge 
his part, if he did not acknowledge, with becoming du- 
ty and gratitude, the excellency and feafonablenefs of 
thofe laws, by which the representatives of men in his 
rank have recovered their country in a great meafure' 
out of its confufions, and provided for its future peace 
and happinefs under the pfefent eftablifhment. Their 
unanimous and regular proceeding, under the conduit 
of that honourable perfon who fills their chair with the 
moft confummate abilities, and hath juftly gained the 
efteem of all fides by the impartiality of his behaviour; 
the abfolute ncccflity of fbme afts which they have paf- 
i^dij and their dif-incli nation to extend them any longer 
than tliat neceffity required ; their manifeft averfion to 
enter upon fchemes, which the enemies of onr peace 
had infinuated to have been their defign ; together with 
that temper fo fuitable to the dignity of fiich an aflem- 
bly, at a junfhire when it might have been cxpe(^ed 
that very unufual heati? would have arifen in a houfe 
of commons, fb zealous for their king and country ; 
will be fufficient to quiet thofe gronndlefs jealoufies 
and fufpicions, which have been induftrioufly propa- 
gated by the ill-wifhers to our confUtution. 

The undertaking, which I am now laying down, 
was entered upon in the very crifis of the late rebel- 
lion, when it was the duty of every Briton to contribute 
his utmoft afTiftance to the government, in a manner 
fuitably to his flation and abilities. All fervitfes, which 
had a tendency to this end, had a degree of merit in 
them, in proportion as the event of that caufc which 
they efpoufcd was then doubtful. But at prefent they 
might be regarded, not as duties of private men to their 
endangered country, but as infults of the fucccfsful 
over their defeated enemies. 

Our nation indeed continues to be agitated with con- 
fufions and tumults \ but, God be thanked, thefe are 

_ only 
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only the impotent remains of an unnatural rebellion^ ' 
and are no more than the after- toflings of a iea when 
the ftorm is laid. The enemies of his preient majefty, 1 
inftead of feeing him driven from his dirone, as they 
vainly hoped, find him in a condition to vifit his domi- 
nions in Germany, without any danger to himfelf or 
to the publick ; while his duti&l fubje^s would be in 
no ordinary concern upon this occafion, had they not 
the confolation to find themfelves left under the protec- 
tion of a prince who makes.it his ambition to copy out 
his royal father's example ; and who, by his duty to 
his majedy^ and a^Tedlion to his people, is Co well qua- 
lilled to be the guardian of the realm. 

It would not be difficult to continue a paper of this 
kind, if one were difpofed to refume the fame fubjedls, 
and weary out the reader with the fame thoughts in a 
<KfFerent phrafe, or to ramble through the caufc of Whig 
^nd Tory, without any certain aim or method, in every 
particular di(courie. Such a practice in political writ- 
ers, is like that of fome preachers taken notice of by 
Dr. South, who being prepared only upon two or three 
points of. dodrine, run the fame round with their au- 
dience, from one end of the year to the other, and are 
always forced to tell them, by way of preface, Thefe 
arc particulars of fo great importance, that they cannot 
be lufEciently inculcated. To avoid this method of 
tautology, 1 have endeavoured to make every paper a 
diftinifl eflay upon fome particular fobjeft, without de- 
viating into points foreign to the tenor of eadi difcourfe. 
They are indeed moft of them eflays upon government, 
but with a view to the prefent fituation of affairs in 
Great Britain ; (b that if they have the good fortune 
t<5 live longer than works of this nature generally do, 
future readers may fee in them the complexion of the 
times in which they were written. However, as there 
is no employment Iq irkfbme, as that of tranfcribing 
out of one's (elf, next to that of tranfcribing out of o- 
thers, I (hall let drop the work, fince there do not oc- 
cur to me any material points arifing from our- prefent 
fituation, which 1 have not already touched upon. 

As to the reafonings in the feveral papers^, I muft 

leave 
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leave them to the judgment of others. I have taken 
particular care that they (hould be conformable to oui* 
conftitution^ and free from that mixture of violence 
and paffion, which fo often creeps into the works of 
political writers. A good caufe doth not want any 
bitternefs to fupport it, as a bad one cannot fubfift with- 
out it. It is indeed obfervable, that an author is feur- 
rilous in proportion as he is dull, and fcems rather to 
be in a paflion, becauie he cannot find out what to fay 
for his own opinion, than becaufe he has diicoverea 
any pernicious abfurdities in that of his antagoniils. A 
man fatirized by writers of this clafs, is like one burnt 
in the hand with a cold iron : There may be ignomini- 
ous terms and words of infamy in the {tamp; but they 
• leave not impreffion behind them. 

It would indeed have beenianpardonable infblence 
for a fellow-fubjeft to treat in a vindidlive and cijiel 
ftyle, thofe perfons whom his majefty has endeavoured 
to reduce to obedience by gentle methods^ which }ie 
has declared from the throne to be tnofl agreeable to his 
inclinations. May we not hope that all of this kind, who 
have the lead: fentiments of honour or gratitude, will 
be won over to their duty by fo many inftances of 
royal clemency, in tiie midft of fo many repeated pro- 
vocations ! May we not expedt that CiceroH words to 
Caefar^ in which he fpeaks of thofe who were Caefar% 
enemies, and of his conduft towards them, may be 
applied to his majefly : Omnes enim quifuerunty autfua 
pertinacia vitam amiferunty aut tua mifertcordia retinue-^ 
runt ; ut aut nulli fuperjint de inimicis, aut quifufer- 

fuerunty amicifiml Jint, ^are gaude tuo ijio 

tarn exceHenti bono y et fruere cumfortunay et gloria ^ 
turn etiam naturay et morihus tuts. Ex quo quidem 

maximus eji fru6iusj jueunditafque fapienti A7- 

hil habet nee for tuna tua majusy quam ut pojpsy nee na* 
tura tua melius y quam ut velisy quamplurimos confer" 
vare. 

As for thofe papers of a gayer turn, which may be 
met with in this colledlion, my reader will of himfelf 
confider how requifite they are to gain and keep up an 
audience to matters of this nature j and ^ill perhaps 

be 
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be the more indulgent to them, . if he obferves, that 
they are none of them without a.^ moral, nor contain 
any thing but what is confiftent with (decency and gocd- 
manners. - 

It is obvious that the dcfign of the whole work, has 
been to free the people's . minds from thofe prejudices 
conveyed into them by the enemies to the prefent 
eftablifhm^ht agalnfl: the king and royal family, by 
opening and e^laining their rc^il charaftejrs ; to fet 
forth his majefty*s proceedings, which have been very 
grofly mifreprefented, in a fair and impartial light ; to 
jhew the reafonablenefs and neceflity of our oppoCng 
tlie pretender to his dominions, if we have any regard 
to our religion and liberties : And, in a word, to in- 
cline the minds of the people to the defire and enjoy- 
ment of their own happinefs. There is no queftion, hu- 
manly fpeaking, but thefe great ends will be brought 
about jnfenfibly, as,men will grow weary of a fruitlefs 
oppofition ; and be convinced, by experience, of a ne- 
cellity to acquiefce under a government which daily ga- 
thers ftrength, and is able to difappoint the utmoft ef- 
forts of its enemies* In the mean while, I would re- 
commend to our malecontents the advice given by a 
freat moralift to his friend upon aoother occafion ; that 
e would (hew it was in the power of wifdom to com- 
pofe his paffioris ; and let that be the work of reafbn 
which would certainly be the eiFecft of time. 

I (hall only add, that if any writer (hall do this pa- 
per fo much honour, as to infcribe the title of it to o- 
thers, which may be publilhed upon the laying down 
of this work; the whole praife, or difpraife offuch a 
performance, will belong to {pxnc other author ; this 
55th being the laft paper that will come from the hand 
of the Free-holder. 



THE END. 



